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STATE OF NEW YORK

3723
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 30, 2009

Introduced by Sens. SEWARD, GRI FFO, O JOHNSON, LARKIN, MORAHAN -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to the
Conmittee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to elim
inating termlimts for regional fish and wildlife nanagenent boards

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph a of subdivision 4 of section 11-0501 of the
envi ronnental conservation |aw, as amended by chapter 64 of the | aws of
1987, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. Aregional fish and wildlife managenent board shall be appointed in
each of the regions established under subdivision 3 of this section.

Such regional board shall consist of three nmenbers from each county
within the region which has appointed its nenbers. In each county, one
menber shall be a nenber of or represent the board of supervisors or

county | egislative body, one nenber shall represent the |andowners of
the county and one nenber shall represent the sportsnen of the county.
Such nenbers from each county shall be appointed by the chairman of the
board of supervisors of such county with the approval of the board of
supervi sors, except that in a county having a county president, a county
executive or other chief executive officer, the chief executive officer
shall appoint the nenbers representing such county with the approval of
t he board of supervisors of such county. In a county having an elected
| egi sl ati ve body the presiding officer shall appoint the nmenbers repres-
enting such county with the approval of the legislative body. If there
is no presiding officer then the nenbers representing such county shal

be appointed by the Ilegislative body as a whole. If a nmenber of the
board of supervisors or legislative body is not available to actively
participate on the fish and wildlife nmanagenent board, a representative
shall be selected who is an elected county official or who is enployed
by the county government in a position having adm nistrative or manage-
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rial authority. A |andowner representative nust actually reside upon

rural lands wthin the county and actually be engaged in the operation
of such lands for production of agricultural comopdities or forest
products. |If a |landowner representative with such qualifications is not

avai l able to actively participate on the fish and wldlife managenment
board, a representative may be appoi nted who has been for at |east five
of the past ten years, before comrencing his first termin any series of
consecutive terms, engaged in such operation of rural Ilands, and who
resides wthin the county he represents. If no | andowner representative
with either of these qualifications is available to actively participate
on the fish and wldlife nanagenent board a representative my be
appointed who is a resource nanager engaged in such operations on rura
| ands, and desi gnated by the corporate owner of those |ands to represent
the | andowner's agricultural or silvicultural interests. In the case of
certain counties designated by the full state board with a scarcity of
rural |ands operated for production of agricultural comodities or
forest products, the | andowner representative shall own such rural | ands
in New York state, whether or not those properties lie within the county
wherein he resides and represents. A sportsman representative nust be a
resi dent of the county. The said chief executive officer, presiding
officer or legislative body shall receive and consider for appointnment
as the | andowner representative, the recomendati ons nmade by the county
farm bureau and Ponobna grange, and for appointnment as the sportsnen's
representative, the recommendati ons made by the county units of organ-
ized sportsnmen's groups, AS WELL AS CONSI DERI NG THE ADVANTAGES OF NEW
REPRESENTATI VES. The term of office of regional board nenbers shall be
two calendar years. A nenber shall be eligible [to succeed hinsel f not
nore than three tines and shall thereafter be eligible for reappointnent
only after one termout of office] FOR REAPPO NTMENT TO SUCCESSI VE TERMS
OF OFFI CE W THOUT LI M TATI ON WHERE OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED. The term of the
sportsnen's representative and the board of supervisors or county |egis-
| ative body representative shall expire at the end of the odd nunbered
years; the termof the | andowner representative shall expire at the end
of the even nunbered years. An alternate board of supervisors or county
| egi sl ati ve body representative, sportsmen's representative and | andown-
er representative nay al so be appoi nted, who shall be available to serve
in the event of the tenporary inability of the nenber sportsnen's repre-
sentative or nenber | andowner representative or board of supervisors or
county | egislative body representative to so function. A vacancy in
menber ship of a regional board shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointnment for the bal ance of the unexpired term during which
t he vacancy occurs; if a supervisor nmenber or county |egislative body
menber shall cease to be a supervisor or nenber of the |egislative body
before the expiration of his termas a nmenber of the regional board, a
successor shall be appointed for the unexpired bal ance of the termas a
nmenber of the regional board. The chairman of the Board of Directors of
each soil and water conservation district and the chairman of each
regional forest practice board within the fish and wldlife nanagenent
region, or his or their representatives, shall be advisory nmenbers with-
out vote.
S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



