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STATE OF NEW YORK

3680
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 27, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. SAMPSON -- (at request of the Ofice of Court Adm n-
istration) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the New York city civil court act, the uniformdistrict
court act, the uniformcity court act and the wuniform justice court
act, inrelation to granting jurisdiction to entertain certain declar-
atory judgnment actions comenced pursuant to the fee dispute resol -
uti on program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 212-a of the New York city civil court act, as
anended by chapter 11 of the laws of 1984, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

S 212-a. Declaratory judgnents involving obligations of insurers AND
DE NOVO REVI EW UNDER PART 137 OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF
THE COURTS (22 NYCRR PART 137). The court shall have the jurisdiction
defined in section 3001 of the CPLR to nake a declaratory judgnent with
respect to:

(A) any controversy involving the obligation of an insurer to indem
nify or defend a defendant in an action in which the anmount sought to be
recovered does not exceed $25,000; AND

(B) ACTIONS COWENCED BY A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD
RENDERED PURSUANT TO PART 137 OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR I N
VH CH THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE DOES NOT EXCEED $25, 000.

S 2. Section 1801 of the New York city civil court act, as anended by
chapter 601 of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 1801. Small clains defined. The term"small claim or "small clains”
as used in this act shall mean and i nclude any cause of action for noney
only not in excess of five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and
costs, OR ANY ACTI ON COMMVENCED BY A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON
AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT TO PART 137 OF THE RULES OF THE CH EF ADM NI S-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TRATOR OF THE COURTS (22 NYCRR PART 137) IN WH CH THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE
DCES NOT EXCEED FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, provided that the defendant
either resides, or has an office for the transaction of business or a
regul ar enploynent, within the city of New York.

S 3. Section 1805 of the New York city civil court act is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision (f) to read as foll ows:

(F) THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE JURI SDI CTION DEFINED |IN SECTION THREE
THOUSAND ONE OF THE CPLR TO MAKE A DECLARATORY JUDGVENT W TH RESPECT TO
ACTI ONS COMMENCED BY A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED
PURSUANT TO PART ONE HUNDRED THI RTY-SEVEN OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF
ADM NI STRATOR (22 NYCRR PART 137) IN WH CH THE AMOUNT |IN DI SPUTE DOES
NOT EXCEED FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS.

S 4. The uniformdistrict court act is anmended by addi ng a new section
212-a to read as foll ows:

S 212-A. DECLARATORY JUDGVENTS | NVOLVI NG DE NOVO REVI EW UNDER PART 137
OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS (22
NYCRR PART 137).

THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE JURI SDI CTI ON DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 3001 OF THE
CPLR TO MAKE A DECLARATORY JUDGVENT W TH RESPECT TO ACTI ONS COMMENCED BY
A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT TO PART ONE
HUNDRED THI RTY-SEVEN OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR I N WHI CH
THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE DOES NOT EXCEED FI FTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS.

S 5. Section 1801 of the uniformdistrict court act, as anended by
chapter 601 of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 1801. Small clains defined.

The term "small clain or "small clains” as used in this act shal
nmean and i nclude any cause of action for noney only not in excess of
five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs, OR ANY ACTI ON
COMMVENCED BY A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT
TO PART ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- SEVEN OF THE RULES OF THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR
OF THE COURTS (22 NYCRR PART 137) IN WHICH THE AMOUNT |IN DI SPUTE DOES
NOT EXCEED FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, provided that the defendant either
resides, or has an office for the transaction of business or a regular
enpl oynment, within a district of the court in the county.

S 6. Section 1805 of the uniformdistrict court act is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision (f) to read as foll ows:

(F) THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE JURI SDI CTION DEFINED |IN SECTION THREE
THOUSAND ONE OF THE Cl VIL PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES TO MAKE A DECLARATORY
JUDGVENT W TH RESPECT TO ACTI ONS COMMVENCED BY A PARTY AGGRIEVED BY AN
ARBI TRATI ON  AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT TO PART ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- SEVEN OF
THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS (22 NYCRR PART 137)
N WH CH THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE DOES NOT EXCEED FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS.

S 7. The wuniform city court act is anmended by addi ng a new section
212-a to read as foll ows:

S 212-A. DECLARATORY JUDGVENTS | NVOLVI NG DE NOVO REVI EW UNDER PART 137
O THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS (22
NYCRR PART 137).

THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE JURI SDI CTI ON DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 3001 OF THE
CPLR TO MAKE A DECLARATORY JUDGVENT W TH RESECT TO ACTI ONS COMMVENCED BY
A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT TO PART 137
O THE RULES OF THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR | N WHI CH THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE
DOES NOT EXCEED $15, 000.

S 8. Section 1801 of the uniformcity court act, as anended by chapter
601 of the |aws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1801. Small clains defined.
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The term"small clainf or "small clains" as used in this act shal
nmean and include any cause of action for noney only not in excess of
five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs, OR ANY ACTION
COMMVENCED BY A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT
TO PART 137 OF THE RULES OF THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS (22
NYCRR PART 137) IN WH CH THE AMOUNT I N DI SPUTE DOES NOT EXCEED $5, 000,
provided that the defendant either resides, or has an office for the
transaction of business or a regular enploynent, within the county.

S 9. Section 1805 of the uniformcity court act is anmended by adding a
new subdivision (f) to read as foll ows:

(F) THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE JURI SDI CTI ON DEFI NED | N SECTION 3001 OF
THE CPLR TO MAKE A DECLARATORY JUDGVENT W TH RESPECT TO ACTI ONS
COMMVENCED BY A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT
TO PART 137 OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS (22
NYCRR PART 137) IN WHI CH THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE DOES NOT EXCEED $5, 000.

S 10. The uniformjustice court act is anmended by addi ng a new section
212-a to read as foll ows:

S 212-A. DECLARATORY JUDGVENTS | NVOLVI NG DE NOVO REVI EW UNDER PART 137
OF THE RULES OF THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS (22
NYCRR PART 137).

THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE JURI SDI CTI ON DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 3001 OF THE
CPLR TO MAKE A DECLARATORY JUDGVENT W TH RESPECT TO ACTI ONS COMMENCED BY
A PARTY AGGRI EVED BY AN ARBI TRATI ON AWARD RENDERED PURSUANT TO PART 137
O THE RULES OF THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR | N WHI CH THE AMOUNT | N DI SPUTE
DOES NOT EXCEED $3, 000.

S 11. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law and shall apply to
actions commenced on or after such effective date.



