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STATE OF NEW YORK

3599
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 25, 2009

Introduced by Sens. KRUEGER, HASSELL-THOWSON, HUNTLEY, MONSERRATE
PERKINS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to establishing a
bus rapid transit denonstration project; nmaking an appropriation
therefor and providing for the repeal of such provi si ons upon expira-
tion thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature recognizes that trans-
portation and community-planning officials all over the world are exam
i ning inproved public transportation solutions to nobility issues. Such
renewed interest in transit reflects the understanding that current
nmet hods of bus transit are inadequate to address increases in ridership
and the continuing decline of bus speeds throughout the city of New
York. Such concerns have led to a re-examnation of existing transit
technol ogies and the enbrace of new, creative ways of providing transit
service and performance. The legislature finds bus rapid transit can be
an extrenely cost-effective way of providing high-quality, high-perfor-
mance transit. Bus rapid transit, while inexpensive to inplenent, wll
address current problens such as long journey and board tines and serve
as a catalyst towards further increases in ridership. The |legislature
further finds that bus rapid transit will not only increase ridership
but al so create a new and nore diverse class of bus riders in prepara-
tion for the opening of the second avenue subway.

Therefore, this legislature intends to authorize the establishnent of
a bus rapid transit denonstration project in New York city and to noni-
tor such project's statew de expansion possibilities.

S 2. The transportation |law is anended by adding a new section 31-b to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 31-B. BUS RAPI D TRANSI T DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT. 1. THE COWM SS| ONER
SHALL UNDERTAKE A BUS RAPI D TRANSI T DEMONSTRATI ON PRQIECT PURSUANT TO
SECTION THI RTY-ONE OF TH S ARTICLE, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE NEW YORK
CITY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND THE NEW YORK ClI TY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TION, ALONG BUS ROUTES ON FI RST AND SECOND AVENUES | N THE COUNTY OF NEW
YORK.

2. THE FEATURES OF THE BRT PRQJECT SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

A. DEDI CATED RUNNI NG WAYS,

B. STATI ONS AND BUS STOPS,

C. DI STI NCTI VE EASY- TO- BOARD VEHI CLES,

D. EXPEDI TED FARE COLLECTI OQN, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO OFF- VEH CLE
FARE COLLECTI ON, AND

E. FREQUENT ALL- DAY SERVI CE.

3. A RUNNI NG WAYS FOR THE BRT PROJECT SHALL | NCLUDE M XED TRAFFIC
LANES, CURB BUS LANES, AND MEDI AN BUSWAYS ON CI TY STREETS. THE COW S-
SIONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND THE
NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON, SHALL | DENTIFY, PLAN AND
DESI GN RECOVMENDED CORRI DORS FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE BRT PRQIECT ALONG
BUS ROUTES ON FI RST AND SECOND AVENUES I N THE COUNTY OF NEW YORK

B. VEH CLES FOR THE BRT PRQIECT SHALL | NCLUDE STANDARD ANDY OR ARTI C-
ULATED DI ESEL BUSES. THE COWM SS| ONER SHALL CONSI DER THE USE OF LOW SUL-
FUR DI ESEL FUEL BUSES, DI ESEL-ELECTRIC HYBRID BUSES AND COVWRESSED
NATURAL GAS BUSES. ALL BUSES ON THESE ROUTES SHALL ALSO BE "LOW FLOOR',
" ONE- STEP" BUSES.

C. NEW FARE COLLECTI ON TECHNI QUES SHALL BE STUDI ED AND | MPLEMENTED | N
ORDER TO DECREASE PASSENGER BOARDI NG TI MES. EXAMPLES | NCLUDE THE ELIM -
NATI ON OF CASH FARES DURI NG PEAK HOURS, THE | NSTALLMENT OF DUAL- FARE
BOXES, COLLECTI NG FARES AT BUS STATIONS, A " PROOF- OF- PAYMENT" SYSTEM OR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF "SMART- CARDS' WHI CH ALLOW PASSENGERS TO WAVE THEI R
BUS PASSES AT A READER AND ELI M NATES THE NEED FOR RIDERS TO DI P THEIR
VETROCARD.

D. | NTELLI GENT TRAFFIC AND VEH CLE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS SHALL BE
STUDI ED AND | MPLEMENTED AS A MEANS TO COMVBAT BUS BUNCHI NG EXAMPLES OF
SUCH MEASURES | NCLUDE AUTOVATED VEH CLE LOCATI ON SYSTEMS (AVLS) WHI CH
DETECT THE LOCATI ON OF BUSES AND THEI R SPEED, AUTOVATI C PASSENGER COUNT-
ERS (APC) WHI CH RELAY | NFORVATION ON BUS AND BUS STATION COUNTI NG
COMBI NED W TH REAL TI ME DI SPATCHERS WHI CH UTI LI ZE AVLS AND APC TECHNOLO-
GY TO ORDER DRIVERS TO SLOW DOW CR SPEED UP, AND THE | NTEGRATI ON OF
AVLS AND APC TECHNOLOGY WH CH WOULD ALLOW BUS DRI VERS TO HOLD A GREEN
LI GHT FOR TEN PERCENT LONGER | F NECESSARY.

E. THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND THE NEW YORK CI TY DEPART-
MENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL EXECUTE A PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN TO
RAI SE THE AWARENESS OF BRT SYSTEMS AND REI NFORCE A PCSI Tl VE | MAGE OF BRT
WTH THE PASSENGERS | T SERVES. SUCH | NNOVATI ONS COVBI NED W TH OTHER
COMPONENTS OF BRT SHALL BE ANALYZED TO | NCREASE RI DERSHI P. EXAMPLES OF
SUCH OTHER | NNOVATIONS SHALL |INCLUDE THE USE OF DI STINCTIVE COLOR
SCHEMES AND SYMBOLS OR "BRANDING " THE CONSTRUCTION OF UN QUE BUS
STATIONS W TH WELL-LIT SHELTERS, SEATI NG AND PARTI AL WEATHER PROTECTI ON
AS VEELL AS TI CKET VENDI NG MACHI NES, BUS MAPS AT EVERY STATI ON AND REAL
TIME | NFORVATION WH CH | NFORMS PASSENGERS WHEN THE NEXT EXPECTED BUS
WLL ARRI VE.

4. THE COMM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT
AUTHORITY AND THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON, SHALL
DEVELOP PHASES OF THE BRT PRQJECT. THE FI RST PHASE SHALL | NCLUDE | DEN-
TI FI CATI ON OF CORRI DORS, SUB- CORRI DORS AND SUB- AREAS OF THE BRT PRQJECT.
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THE SECOND PHASE SHALL | NCLUDE PRELI M NARY DESI GN AND STRATEGQ ES FOR
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE BRT PRQJECT.

5. ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWD THOUSAND TEN, AND ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER, THE COWM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE NEW YORK CITY
TRANSIT AUTHORITY AND THE NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON,
SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, THE CTY
COUNCIL OF THE CTY OF NEW YORK, AND THE METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON
AUTHORI TY. EACH SUCH REPORT SHALL:

A. DESCRI BE THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE DEVELOPI NG AND | MPLEMENT-
ING THE BRT PRQIECT, | NCLUDI NG COSTS AND USAGE ESTI MATES ATTRI BUTABLE
THERETO, | N RELATI ON TO ACHI EVI NG AN | NTEGRATED ACCESSI BLE BUS RAPID
TRANSI T SYSTEM IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK.

B. ASSESS THE NEED FOR CHANGES IN THE CURRENT MASS TRANSPORTATI ON
SYSTEM AND THE BRT PROQIECT BASED ON TECHNOLOG CAL ADVANCES AND OTHER
CHANG NG CONDI TI ONS AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR COORDI NATI ON AND EXPAN-
SI ON OF THE BRT PROJECT W TH OTHER PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON AND SPECI ALI ZED
TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CES IN THE REG ON AND THE STATE; AND

C. I NCLUDE SUCH OTHER ELEMENTS AS MAY BE DEEMED NECESSARY TO EVALUATE
THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE BRT PRQIECT.

6. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

A. "BUS RAPID TRANSIT" IS A FLEXIBLE, RUBBER-TIRED LI GHT-RAIL
RAPI D- TRANSI T MODE THAT COVBI NES STATI ONS, VEHI CLES, SERVI CES, RUNNI NG
VAYS, AND | NTELLI GENT TRANSPORTATI ON SYSTEM ELEMENTS | NTO AN | NTEGRATED
SYSTEM BUS RAPI D TRANSI T APPLI CATI ONS ARE DESI GNED TO BE APPROPRI ATE TO
THE MARKET SUCH TRANSI T SERVES AND SUCH TRANSI T' S PHYSI CAL SURROUNDI NG.
BUS RAPID TRANSI T | S AN | NTEGRATED SYSTEM OF FACI LI TIES, SERVICES, AND
AMVENI TI ES THAT COLLECTI VELY | MPROVES THE SPEED, RELI ABI LI TY, AND | DENTI -
TY OF BUS TRANSI T.

B. "THE BRT PRQIECT" MEANS THE BUS RAPI D TRANSI T DEMONSTRATI ON PRQIECT
CREATED BY THI S SECTI ON.

S 3. The sumof five mllion dollars ($5,000,000), or so nmuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnment of trans-
portation out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the |ocal assistance account, not otherw se appropriated,
and made i mredi ately avail able, for the purpose of carrying out phases
one and two of the bus rapid transit denonstration project as identified
by the comm ssioner of transportation, as provided by the provisions of
this act. Such noneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the
conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the comm ssioner of
transportation in the manner prescribed by | aw

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire March 31,
2020 when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



