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STATE OF NEW YORK

3587
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 25, 2009

Introduced by Sens. KRUEGER, HASSELL- THOVPSON, HUNTLEY, SAVINO -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to the
Conmittee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
provi di ng bi odegradable filters on cigarettes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. G garette filters do not deconpose and
return to the soil. Consequently they produce unsightly litter as well
as posing a possible threat to any water systemthat they nay be flushed
into, through plunmbing or natural drainage. It is the intent of this
legislation to inprove the quality of life by renoving the litter and
reduci ng the danger of possible chem cal reaction through the wuse of
bi odegradabl e filters.

S 2. The environnmental conservation |aw is amended by addi ng a new
section 27-0721 to read as foll ows:

S 27-0721. FILTERS ON Cl GARETTES TO BE Bl ODEGRADABLE

1. WTH N TWO YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S SECTION, NO
FILTERED ClGARETTES SHALL BE SOLD OR OFFERED FOR SALE IN TH S STATE
UNLESS THE MANUFACTURER THEREOF HAS CERTIFIED I N WRI TI NG TO THE DEPART-
MENT THAT THE FI LTER | S Bl ODEGRADABLE

2. A VICOLATION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE PUNI SHABLE BY A ClVIL PENALTY
NOT TO EXCEED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR EACH VI OLATI ON THEREOF

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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