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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 18, 2009

Introduced by Sen. NOZZOLIO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to |limtations of
the use of social security nunbers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. The original purpose
of the social security nunber was to serve as a mechanismfor the feder-
al governnent to track the earnings of an individual in order to deter-
m ne the amount of social security taxes to credit to the individual's
account. Since its «creation, the social security nunber has been used
for nunerous purposes by private businesses as well as government. The
i ncreased use of the social security nunmber has led to invasion of indi-
viduals' privacy as well as fraud and identity theft. In the absence of
federal statutory provisions protecting social security nunbers from
m suse, the legislature finds it necessary and appropriate to provide
for such protections in this state.

S 2. The general business |law is anended by adding a new section 144
to read as foll ows:

S 144. LIMTATIONS OF THE USE OF SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBERS. 1. DEFI -
NI TI ONS:

(A) "ORGANI ZATI ON' SHALL MEAN ANY NATURAL PERSON, GOVERNMENTAL  AGENCY
OR UNIT, CORPORATION, TRUST, UNI NCORPORATED ASSOCI ATI ON, NOT- FOR- PROFI T
ORGANI ZATI ON, PARTNERSHI P, AFFI LI ATE AND ANY OTHER COWVERCI AL ENTITY
LOCATED OR DO NG BUSI NESS I N THE STATE.

(B) "I NFORVED WRI TTEN CONSENT" MEANS WRI TTEN CONSENT d VEN AFTER BEI NG
| NFORVMED WHETHER PROVIDING A SOCI AL SECURITY NUMBER |I'S VOLUNTARY OR
MANDATORY, WHAT STATUTORY AUTHORI TY REQUI RES PROVI DING THE NUMBER AND
HOW SUCH NUMBER W LL BE USED

2. NO ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL SELL, SHARE, LEASE, OR TRADE AN | NDI VI DUAL' S
SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBER W TH ANY OTHER PERSON W THOUT | NFORVED WRI TTEN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CONSENT OF THE | NDI VI DUAL TO WHOM THE SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBER PERTAI NS,
EXCEPT WHERE ALLOWED BY STATE OR FEDERAL LAW

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



