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STATE OF NEW YORK

3267
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 13, 2009

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the volunteer firefighters' benefit Iaw and the vol un-
teer anbul ance workers' benefit law, in relation to | eave from work
for municipal enployees responding to fire and anbul ance calls

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The volunteer firefighters' benefit I|awis anended by
addi ng a new section 4-a to read as foll ows:

S 4-A. LEAVE FROM WORK FOR RESPONDI NG TO CALLS. 1. ANY PUBLI C EMPLOYEE
VWHO IS AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER

A. MAY BE PERM TTED TO LEAVE WORK | N ORDER TO RESPOND TO FI RE CALLS OR
AVMBULANCE CALLS DURI NG SUCH EMPLOYEE' S REGULAR HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT W TH-
OUT PREJUDI CE TO OPPORTUNI TY FOR PROMOTI ON OR CONTI NUED EMPLOYMENT, AND
W THOUT BEI NG CHARGED HOURS AGAI NST SI CK TI ME, PERSONAL TI ME, VACATI ON
TI ME OR COVWPENSATORY TI ME OR ANY OTHER ACCRUED Tl ME; AND

B. SHALL BE PERM TTED TO RESPOND TO SUCH CALLS PRI OR TO REPORTI NG FOR
WORK W THOUT PREJUDI CE TO OPPORTUNI TY FOR PROMOTI ON OR CONTI NUED EMPLOY-
MENT, AND W THOUT BEI NG CHARGED HOURS AGAI NST SICK TI ME, PERSONAL TI ME
VACATI ON TI ME OR COVPENSATORY TI ME OR ANY OTHER ACCRUED TI ME

2. THE BENEFITS SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL
ONLY BE AFFORDED TO A PUBLI C EMPLOYEE WHEN:

A. | F REQUESTED BY THE PUBLI C EMPLOYER, SUCH EMPLOYEE SUBM TS A WRI T-
TEN STATEMENT FROM THE CHI EF OF THE FI RE COVMPANY OR THE CHI EF OFFI CER OF
THE AVBULANCE COMPANY VERI FYI NG THAT SUCH EMPLOYEE RESPONDED TO A FIRE
OR AMBULANCE CALL AND SPECI FYI NG THE DATE, TIME AND DURATI ON OF SUCH
RESPONSE; AND

B. SUCH EMPLOYEE' S LEAVE FROM WORK DOES NOT RESULT IN SUCH PUBLIC
EMPLOYER S FAI LURE TO MEET M Nl MUM REQUI RED STAFFI NG LEVELS.

3. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A. " AMBULANCE COVPANY" SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NG SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO OF SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS' BENEFI T LAW

B. "PUBLIC EMPLOYEE" SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO | S EMPLOYED BY A PUBLIC
EMPLOYER;, AND

C. "PUBLI C EMPLOYER' SHALL MEAN:

| . THE STATE OF NEW YORK;

[1. A COUNTY, CITY, TOM, VILLAGE OR ANY OTHER POLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON
OR CIVIL D VISION OF THE STATE;

[11. A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR ANY GOVERNMENTAL ENTI TY OPERATI NG A PUBLIC
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY;

V. A PUBLIC | MPROVEMENT OR SPECI AL DI STRI CT;

V. A PUBLI C AUTHORI TY, COWM SSI ON OR PUBLI C BENEFI T CORPORATI ON; OR

VI. ANY OTHER PUBLI C CORPORATI ON, AGENCY, | NSTRUMENTALITY OR UNIT OF
GOVERNVENT WHI CH EXERCI SES GOVERNMENTAL POMER UNDER THE LAWS OF THE
STATE.

S 2. The article heading of article 1 of the vol unteer anbul ance work-
ers' benefit law is anended to read as foll ows:

SHORT TI TLE; PURPCSE; DEFI NI TI ONS; M SCELLANEQUS

S 3. The vol unteer anmbul ance workers' benefit |law is anended by addi ng
a new section 4 to read as foll ows:

S 4. LEAVE FROM WORK FOR RESPONDI NG TO CALLS. 1. ANY PUBLIC EMPLOYEE
VHO IS AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKER:

A. MAY BE PERM TTED TO LEAVE WORK | N ORDER TO RESPOND TO FI RE CALLS OR
AVMBULANCE CALLS DURI NG SUCH EMPLOYEE' S REGULAR HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT W TH-
OUT PREJUDI CE TO OPPORTUNI TY FOR PROMOTI ON OR CONTI NUED EMPLOYMENT, AND
W THOUT BEI NG CHARGED HOURS AGAI NST SICK TI ME, PERSONAL TI ME, VACATI ON
TI ME OR COVWPENSATORY TI ME OR ANY OTHER ACCRUED Tl ME; AND

B. SHALL BE PERM TTED TO RESPOND TO SUCH CALLS PRI OR TO REPORTI NG FOR
WORK W THOUT PREJUDI CE TO OPPORTUNI TY FOR PROMOTI ON OR CONTI NUED EMPLOY-
MENT, AND W THOUT BEI NG CHARGED HOURS AGAI NST SI CK Tl ME, PERSONAL TI ME;
VACATI ON TI ME OR COVPENSATORY Tl ME OR ANY OTHER ACCRUED TI ME.

2. THE BENEFI TS SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S SECTION SHALL
ONLY BE AFFORDED TO A PUBLI C EMPLOYEE WHEN:

A. | F REQUESTED BY THE PUBLI C EMPLOYER, SUCH EMPLOYEE SUBM TS A WRI T-
TEN STATEMENT FROM THE CHI EF OF THE FI RE COVPANY OR THE CHI EF OFFI CER OF
THE AMBULANCE COWVPANY VERI FYI NG THAT SUCH EMPLOYEE RESPONDED TO A FI RE
OR AMBULANCE CALL AND SPECI FYI NG THE DATE, TIME AND DURATION OF SUCH
RESPONSE; AND

B. SUCH EMPLOYEE'S LEAVE FROM WORK DCES NOT RESULT I N SUCH PUBLIC
EMPLOYER S FAI LURE TO MEET M NIl MUM REQUI RED STAFFI NG LEVELS.

3. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOWN NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

A, "FI RE COWANY" SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NG SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON TWD
OF SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW

B. "PUBLI C EMPLOYEE" SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO IS EMPLOYED BY A PUBLIC
EMPLOYER;, AND

C. "PUBLI C EMPLOYER' SHALL MEAN:

| . THE STATE OF NEW YORK;

1. A COUNTY, CITY, TOW, VILLAGE OR ANY OTHER PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON
OR CIVIL D VISION OF THE STATE;

[11. A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR ANY GOVERNVENTAL ENTITY OPERATING A PUBLIC
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY;

V. A PUBLIC | MPROVEMENT OR SPECI AL DI STRI CT;

V. A PUBLI C AUTHORI TY, COWM SSI ON OR PUBLI C BENEFI T CORPORATI ON; OR
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VI. ANY OTHER PUBLI C CORPCRATI ON, AGENCY, | NSTRUVENTALITY OR UNIT OF
GOVERNMENT VWHI CH EXERCI SES GOVERNMENTAL PONER UNDER THE LAWS OF THE

STATE.
S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



