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STATE OF NEW YORK

3260
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 13, 2009

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Energy and Tel econmuni -
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the establishnent
of investigation, hearing and determ nation procedures with respect to
the creation of new area codes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. Telephone nunbering
resources are limted and at tinmes it may be necessary, as nore nunbers
and | ocal exchange codes are utilized, to create new area codes. Area
code changes are a major burden because new area codes cause confusion
to callers and potential safety issues when hospitals, anbulances, and
public health and safety institutions are required to change their tele-
phone nunbers; the records for E911, which include tel ephone nunbers,
need to be changed when area codes change; errors in record changes can
result in serious health, safety, and welfare concerns; and the accuracy
of telephone nunbers is a security issue if contacts are not reachabl e
because of outdated area codes on old contact |ists.

The legislature finds that businesses suffer econom c harmwhen their
area codes are changed if +they are required to advertise the new
nunbers, contact existing custoners, and revise all stationery show ng
their new telephone nunber, and they face the possibility of |osing
busi ness during area code transition periods when custoners use an old
nunber .

The legislature further finds that greater regulatory vigilance is
needed to ensure that nunbers or exchange codes do not becone unneces-
sarily stranded due to inadvertent oversupply of nunbering resources
where they are not really needed.

S 2. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 96-a to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 96- A. | NVESTI GATI ON, HEARI NG, AND DETERM NATI ONS REGARDI NG NUMBER
CONSERVATI ON, NUMBER RESOURCE RECLAMATI ON, AND CONSI DERATI ON OF ALTERNA-
TIVES PRIOR TO | MPLEMENTATION OF NEW AREA CODES. 1. IT IS HEREBY
DECLARED TO BE THE POLICY OF THE STATE, AND IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH,
VELFARE, AND PUBLIC | NTEREST, TO AVO D UNNECESSARY TELEPHONE AREA CODE
CHANGES THROUGH CONSERVATI ON OF NUMBERI NG RESOURCES AND RECLAMATION OF
UNDERUTI LI ZED NUMBERI NG RESOURCES.

2. THE COVM SSI ON SHALL ADOPT REGULATI ONS FOR CONSERVATI ON OF NUVBER-
| NG RESOURCES AND FOR RECLANATI ON OF UNDERUTI LI ZED NUMBERI NG RESOURCES.

3. PRIOR TO | MPLEMENTI NG ANY NEW AREA CODE, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL:

A. CONDUCT AN | NVESTI GATI ON TO DETERM NE WHETHER NUVBER CONSERVATI ON
POLICIES AND RULES HAVE BEEN FOLLOWED, WHETHER FOR ANY REASON NUMBERI NG
RESOURCES ARE OVERSUPPLI ED | N ANY AREAS WHERE THEY ARE NOT REQUI RED TO
MEET LOCAL NEEDS, AND | DENTI FY ALTERNATI VES, | NCLUDI NG WHETHER REALLO
CATI ON AND RECLANMATI ON OF NUMBERI NG RESOURCES, | NCLUDI NG EXCHANGE CODES,
COULD MEET NEEDS W TH LESS COST AND | NCONVENI ENCE THAN CREATI ON OF A NEW
AREA CODE.

B. APPO NT AN ADM NI STRATI VE LAW JUDGE TO HOLD PUBLIC EVI DENTI ARY
HEARI NGS, HEAR EVIDENCE REGARDING THE NEED FOR A NEW AREA CODE, ANY
OVERSUPPLY OF NUMBERI NG RESOURCES, AND EVI DENCE REGARDI NG ALTERNATI VES
SUCH AS REALLOCATION OF EXI STING RESOURCES, AND | SSUE A RECOMVENDED
DECI SI ON WHI CH ADDRESSES THE NEED FOR A NEW AREA CODE AND CONSI DERS THE
COVPARATI VE COSTS AND BENEFITS OF RECLAIM NG UNDERUTI LI ZED EXCHANGE
CODES W TH THE COST AND BENEFI TS OF | MPLEMENTI NG A NEW AREA CODE.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to any
pendi ng commi ssi on proceedi ngs regardi ng creation of new area codes.



