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Introduced by Sen. VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-

ment Operations -- recomritted to the Conmttee on Investigations and
Government Operations in accordance wth Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said commttee -- reported favorably fromsaid comit-
tee and commtted to the Cormittee on Finance -- commttee di scharged,
bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to open neetings of
publ i c bodies

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. It is the policy of this state that
all public business "be perfornmed in an open and public manner and that
the citizens of this state be fully aware and able to observe the
performance of public officials and attend and listen to the deliber-
ations and decisions that go into the naking of public policy". (public
officers law, S 100) However, because nost citizens are unable to attend
first-hand the neetings of public bodies, they rely wupon the printed
press and broadcast nmedia to act as their agent in seeking out and
communi cating these events. Advances in technol ogy now all ow neetings to
be phot ographed, broadcast and recorded in a non-disruptive manner, and
these advances should be utilized to give effect to the policy of open
and public governmental proceedings.

S 2. Section 103 of the public officers |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision (d) to read as foll ows:

(D) 1. ANY MEETING OF A PUBLIC BODY THAT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC SHALL
BE OPEN TO BEI NG PHOTOGRAPHED, BROADCAST, WEBCAST, OR OTHERW SE RECORDED
AND OR TRANSM TTED BY AUDIO OR VIDEO MEANS. AS USED HEREI N THE TERM
" BROADCAST" SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE THE TRANSM SSI ON OF SI GNALS BY CABLE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. A PUBLI C BODY MAY ADOPT RULES, CONSI STENT W TH RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM
THE COVM TTEE ON OPEN GOVERNVENT, REASONABLY GOVERNI NG THE LOCATION OF
EQUI PMENT AND PERSONNEL USED TO PHOTOGRAPH, BROADCAST, WEBCAST, OR
OTHERW SE RECORD A MEETI NG SO AS TO CONDUCT | TS PROCEEDI NGS | N AN ORDER-
LY MANNER. SUCH RULES SHALL BE CONSPI CUOUSLY POSTED DURI NG MEETI NGS AND
VWRI TTEN COPI ES SHALL BE PROVI DED UPON REQUEST TO THOSE | N ATTENDANCE.

S 3. This act shall take effect April 1, 2011.



