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Introduced by Sens. DI AZ, ADAMS, DUANE, HASSELL- THOVWPSON, MONSERRATE
PARKER, SAMPSON -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when printed to
be committed to the Conmittee on Energy and Tel ecommuni cati ons

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to providing tele-
phone equiprment wth the capability of voice dialing to certain
persons with disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 92 of the public
service | aw, as anended by chapter 517 of the laws of 1996, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(a) No change shall be nmade in any rate, charge or rental, or joint
rate, charge or rental applicable to regul ated basic services, swtched
carrier access services, charges for interconnection between |oca
exchange carriers, and toll services within a |ocal access and transport
area which shall have been filed by a tel egraph corporation or tel ephone
corporation hereinafter in this subdivision called a utility in conpli-
ance with this chapter, except after thirty days' notice to the conmm s-
sion and to each county, city, town and village served by such wutility
which had filed with such wutility wthin the prior twelve nonths a
request for such notice and shall be affected by such change and publi -
cation of a notice to the public of such proposed change once in each
week for four successive weeks in a newspaper having general circulation
in each county containing territory affected by the proposed change. No
ot her change shall be nmade in any rate, charge or rental, or joint rate,
charge or rental filed by a utility, except after ten business days'
notice to the conmm ssion and publication of one notice at |east ten
business days prior to the effective date of the change in a newspaper
of general circulation in each county affected by the proposed change.
Such notices shall plainly state the changes proposed and the tine when
they go into effect. For the purpose of this paragraph, "regul ated basic
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services" are defined as: residential, individual business, and public
access |line network access, connection charges for such network access,
| ocal usage, local coin usage rates, tone dialing, access to energency
services, statew de relay services, operator assistance services, direc-
tor listings, and provisions that affect privacy protections, AND ESSEN
TIAL TELEPHONE EQUI PMENT FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES AS DEFI NED I N
SECTI ON NI NETY- TWO- A OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 2. Section 92-a of the public service |aw, as anended by section 3
of part HL of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

S 92-a. [Special] ESSENTI AL tel ephone equi pnent for hearing inpaired
persons AND OTHER PERSONS WTH DI SABILITIES. 1. The comm ssion shal
require any regulated |andline telephone corporation providing |oca
exchange service to sell or |ease [special] ESSENTI AL TELEPHONE EQUI P-
MENT FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES. " ESSENTI AL TELEPHONE EQUI PMENT FOR
PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES" SHALL MEAN

(A) teleconmunication equipnent to a person certified as hearing
i rpai red where the addition of such equipnment is necessary to enable
such person to access and utilize the | ocal exchange network;

(B) VO CE DI ALING EQU PMENT SOLD OR LEASED TO A PERSON W TH A VI SUAL
| MPAI RVENT WHERE THE ADDI TI ON OF SUCH EQUI PMENT |'S NECESSARY TO ENABLE
SUCH PERSON TO ACCESS AND UTI LI ZE THE LOCAL EXCHANGE NETWORK; AND

(© ANY OTHER EQUI PMENT | DENTIFIED I N THE RULES OF THE COW SSI ON AS
NECESSARY TO ENABLE A PERSON W TH A DI SABI LI TY TO ACCESS AND UTI LI ZE THE
LOCAL EXCHANGE NETWORK. The sal e of such equi pnent shall be at an anpunt
not to exceed the actual purchase price by the corporation and the | ease
of such equi pment shall be at a rate to be determ ned by the comn ssion.
Any person who | eases such equi pnent shall be permtted to apply the
| ease paynents toward the equi pnent's purchase.

2. The conmssion shall authorize the establishnment of the New York
t el econmruni cations relay service center. In developing a request for
proposals to provide telecomunications relay service the conm ssion
shall include the follow ng m ni num provi si ons:

(a) The New York tel ecomrunications relay service center shall be
| ocated within the municipality of Syracuse, New York;

(b) A mnimm of eighty percent of all calls utilizing teleconmmuni -
cations relay service nmust be routed to and through the New York tele-
communi cations relay service center; and

(c) A contract to provide telecomunications relay service shall be
renewabl e for up to five years, and the conm ssion shall be enpowered to
pronmul gate and adopt all regulations required to inplenment the terns of
thi s subdivi sion

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law, provided, however,
that effective immediately the public service conm ssion shall pronul -
gate any rules or regulations or take any other action necessary to
ensure the tinely inplementation of this act on its effective date; and
provi ded further, that the amendnents to section 92-a of the public
service | aw nade by section two of this act shall survive the expiration
and reversion set forth in section 4 of part Hl of chapter 62 of the
| aws of 2003, as anended.



