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STATE OF NEW YORK

2995
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 9, 2009

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comnmttee on Cities

AN ACT to anend the adm nistrative code of the <city of New York, in
relation to tel eworking programns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "tel ework-
i ng expansion act".

S 2. Legislative findings. The |legislature hereby finds and decl ares
that the health and safety of the population living in an around the
densely popul ated New York city netropolitan region is a matter of state
concern, as is the economc vitality and the effectiveness of nass tran-
sit in that region, all of which are threatened by the anount of traffic
congestion inside of, and into, New York city, and the overcrowded
buses, subways and railroads within the region. Traffic congestion is
particularly harnful to the mass transit bus systems run by the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority, <creating delays and hindering the
grow h of essential surface nass transportation systens, and the entire
mass transit system suffers from severe overcrowding. The negative
i mpact of traffic congestion in New York city on the health, econony and
mass transit systenms of the downstate region, as well as the overcrowd-
ing of the region's nass transit systens, were established at |[egisla-
tive hearings in the spring of 2007, as well as during the hearings and
reports of the legislatively created New York City Traffic Mtigation
Commi ssion. During these hearings, it was established that a very |arge
nunber of New York city enployees drive to work both frompoints wthin
New York <city and wthout, that New York city |lacks a working and
adequate tel ecormuting programfor its enployees, and that an effective
tel econmmuting program would significantly reduce the nunmber of such
enpl oyees driving to work. Likewi se, a telecommuting program for New
York city enployees would also allow enpl oyees who use mass transit to
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work from honme, thereby alleviating the current overcromding in the
region's mass transit systems. Such a program as established by this
| egi sl ati on woul d acconplish the state's concern that the health, safe-
ty, economc vitality and nmss transit operations of the downstate
regi on by preserved and protected.

S 3. The administrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 12-140 to read as foll ows:

S 12-140 TELEWORKI NG PROGRAMS. A. EACH AGENCY SHALL ESTABLI SH A PCLI CY
AND PROGRAM TO ALLOW EMPLOYEES TO PERFORM ALL OR A PORTI ON OF THEIR
DUTI ES THROUGH TELEWORKI NG TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT POSSI BLE W THOUT DI M N-
| SHED EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE. EACH AGENCY SHALL DESIGNATE A " TELEWORK
COORDI NATOR' TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
TELEWORKI NG PROGRANES.

B. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM "TELEWORK" SHALL MEAN TO
PERFORM NORMAL AND REGULAR WORK FUNCTI ONS ON A WORKDAY THAT ORDI NARI LY
WOULD BE PERFORMED AT THE AGENCY' S PRI NCI PAL LOCATI ON AT A DI FFERENT
LOCATI ON, THEREBY ELI M NATI NG OR SUBSTANTI ALLY REDUCI NG THE PHYSI CAL
COVMUTE TO AND FROM SUCH AGENCY' S PRI NCI PAL LOCATI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



