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STATE OF NEW YORK

2891
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 5, 2009

Introduced by Sen. BONACIC -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to the continuity of
| egi sl ati ve sessions

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that while New
York and nost other states operate on two-year |egislative cal endars,
only the legislature of the state of New York interrupts procedura
continuity of legislation during the two-year session. This practice
commonly requires the reconsideration and readoption of hundreds of
bills during the second year which were previously considered and
adopted during the first year. The legislature determnes that this
practice is wusually unnecessary and expends tine and taxpayer noney
whi ch coul d be better spent addressing other inportant |egislative busi-
ness. The legislature therefore declares its intent to preserve the
procedural continuity of all bills wthin the biennial |egislative
sessi on.

S 2. The legislative law is anended by adding a new section 42-a to
read as foll ows:

S 42-A CONTINU TY OF LEG SLATI VE SESSI ONS. 1. UPON PASSAGE OF A BILL
BY ONE HOUSE OF THE LEGQ SLATURE, SUCH BI LL SHALL AUTOVATI CALLY BE SENT
TO THE APPROPRI ATE COW TTEE I N THE OTHER HOUSE FOR ACTI ON ON SUCH BI LL
VHERE THAT HOUSE MAY ACT ON THE BI LL AT ANY TI ME DURI NG THE REMAI NDER OF
THE BI ENNI AL LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON.

2. NO BILL REPORTED BY A STANDI NG COW TTEE OF THE SENATE OR ASSEMBLY
SHALL BE REFERRED BACK TO THAT COW TTEE UNLESS SUCH BILL SHALL HAVE
BEEN ANMENDED.

3. EVERY BILL WH CH SHALL HAVE REACHED THE ORDER OF THI RD READI NG BUT
VH CH SHALL NOT HAVE BEEN ACTED ON BY THE HOUSE BEFORE THE END OF THE
FIRST YEAR OF THE TWD YEAR LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON SHALL MAI NTAIN | TS PLACE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ON THE ORDER OF THI RD READI NG UNTI L THE HOUSE SHALL ACT ON SUCH BILL OR
UNTIL THE END OF THE TWD YEAR LEG SLATI VE SESSI ON UNLESS SUCH BI LL SHALL
HAVE BEEN AMENDED, |IN WH CH CASE SUCH BI LL MAY BE REFERRED BACK TO A
STANDI NG COW TTEE FOR RECONSI DERATI ON.

4. THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO BUDGET BILLS
| NTRODUCED BY THE GOVERNOR PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SEVEN OF THE
CONSTI TUTI ON, BILLS REQUI RING A HOVE RULE MESSAGE FROM ONE OR MORE LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE N NE OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON, CONCURRENT
RESCLUTI ONS TO AMEND THE CONSTI TUTI ON PURSUANT TO ARTICLE N NETEEN OF
THE CONSTI TUTI ON OR BI LLS SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON FI FTY OF
TH S ARTI CLE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, that the
senate and assenbly shall, by concurrent resolution, adopt rules neces-
sary to inplenent this act within twenty days after such act shall have
becone a | aw.



