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STATE OF NEW YORK

2878
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 5, 2009

Introduced by Sen. BONACIC -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to data collection
and assessnent program concerning mnority health

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 241 of +the public health
| aw, as added by chapter 757 of the |laws of 1992, such section as renum
bered by chapter 443 of the laws of 1993, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Together with the mnority health council, serve as I|iaison and
advocate for the departnment on mnority health matters. This function
shall include the provision of staff support to the mnority health
council and the establishment of appropriate programlinkages with

related federal, state, and | ocal agencies and prograns such as the
office of mnority health of the public health service, the agricultura
extension service and mgrant health services. SUCH PROGRAM LI NKAGES
W TH STATE AGENCI ES SHALL | NCLUDE THE ESTABLI SHVMENT OF A PROGRAM FOR THE
COLLECTI ON OF DATA REGARDI NG RACE, ETHNI CI TY AND PRI MARY LANGUAGE OF ALL
PARTI Cl PANTS BY EACH STATE PROGRAM DI RECTLY | NVOLVED |IN FURN SHI NG OF
| NFORMATION OR THE RENDERING OF SERVI CES TO THE PUBLI C WHEREBY DEMO-
GRAPHI C | NFORMATI ON OF ANY KIND | S COLLECTED REGARDI NG ALL PARTI Cl PANTS
IN SUCH PROGRAMS. AGENCIES AND DEPARTMENTS MAY USE EXI STI NG DATA
COLLECTI ON METHODS TO AVO D DUPLI CATI VE METHODOLOGE ES. DATA COLLECTED
SHALL BE AGGREGATED AT LEAST ANNUALLY I N A MANNER THAT PERM TS UTI LI ZA-
TI ON RATES BY RACE, ETHNICITY, AND LANGUAGE AND COWPI LED | NTO A REPORT
UPON COWPLETI ON, SUCH REPORT SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C AND ANNU
ALLY DI STRI BUTED TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE NEW YORK STATE LEG SLATURE

4. Assist nedical schools and state agencies to devel op conprehensive
progranms to inprove nmnority health personnel supply by pronoting mnor-
ity clinical training and curriculum inprovenent, and di ssem nating

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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mnority health career information to high school [and], college
students AND DI FFERENT STATE AGENCI ES. SUCH DEVELOPMENT OF COVPREHEN-
S| VE PROGRAMS SHALL | NCLUDE RESEARCH | NTO THE CAUSES AND MAI NTENANCE OF
HEALTH DI SPARI TI ES AND PROPCSALS FOR THE REDUCTI ON AND/ OR ELI M NATI ON OF
SUCH DI SPARI Tl ES.

S 2. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 242 of the public health law, as
added by chapter 757 of the laws of 1992, such section as renunbered by
chapter 443 of the laws of 1993, are anended to read as foll ows:

3. An analysis of the health status of mnority citizens and the
status of mnority health delivery systenms. Such analysis shall be
conducted in cooperation with the mnority health council and other
i nterested agencies. SUCH ANALYSI S SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE AN ANNUAL ANALYSI S
OF DATA COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTION TWO HUNDRED
FORTY-ONE OF THIS TITLE TO DETERM NE WHETHER THERE ARE DI SPARI Tl ES BY
RACE, ETHNICI TY OR LANGUAGE | N THE UTI LI ZATI ON OF STATE SERVI CES OR THE
RECEI PT OF FUNDS. SUCH ANALYSIS SHALL ALSO BE COWPI LED, ANALYZED AND
MADE PUBLI C BY THE OFFI CE OF M NORI TY HEALTH

4. Any recomended i nprovenents to prograns and/or regulations that
woul d enhance the cost effectiveness of the office, POLICY OPTIONS and
prograns i ntended to neet the health care needs of mnority citizens AND
TO ELI M NATE | DENTI FI ED HEALTH DI SPARI TI ES, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIM TED
TO, ZERO COST AND LOW COST OPTI ONS AND OTHER SUBSTANTI VE PROPCSALS.
RECOVMVENDATI ONS FOR | MPROVEMENTS TO ENHANCE THE COST EFFECTI VENESS OF
THE OFFI CE SHALL | NCLUDE AN ASSESSMENT OF THE CAPACI TY OF THE OFFI CE TO
ADDRESS THE DETERM NANTS OF HEALTH, THE ROOT CAUSES OF HEALTH DI SPARI -
TIES IN MNORITY POPULATIONS THROUGHOUT NEW YORK STATE, | N ORDER TO
DECREASE THE BURDEN OF DI SEASE AND | NJURY, | NCLUDI NG PROGRAMS AND | NI TI -
ATI VES THAT ARE ALREADY BEI NG UNDERTAKEN AND AN ANALYSI S OF THElI R EFFEC-
Tl VENESS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however,
that effective i mediately, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any
rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized and directed to be nade and conpl eted on
or before such effective date.



