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STATE OF NEW YORK

2851--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 4, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. SAMPSON -- (at request of the Ofice of Court Adm n-
istration) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
commtted to the Conmttee on Judiciary -- commttee discharged, bill
anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the domestic relations law, in relation to certain
matri noni al actions; and repealing certain provisions of such |aw
relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 177 of the donestic relations |aw is REPEALED and a
new section 255 is added to read as foll ows:

S 255. PREREQUI SI TES FOR JUDGVENTS UNDER ARTI CLES NI NE, TEN AND ELEVEN
OF TH S CHAPTER, HEALTH CARE COVERAGE. A COURT, PRI OR TO SIGNI NG A JUDG
MENT OF DI VORCE OR SEPARATI ON, OR A JUDGVENT ANNULLING A MARRIAGE OR
DECLARI NG THE NULLITY OF A VO D MARRI AGE, SHALL ENSURE THAT:

1. BOTH PARTI ES HAVE BEEN NOTI FI ED, AT SUCH TI ME AND BY SUCH MEANS AS
THE COURT SHALL DETERM NE, THAT ONCE THE JUDGMVENT IS SIGNED, A PARTY
THERETO MAY OR MAY NOT BE ELI G BLE TO BE COVERED UNDER THE OTHER PARTY' S
HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN, DEPENDING ON THE TERMS OF THE PLAN. PROVI DED,
HOWEVER, SERVI CE UPON THE DEFENDANT, SI MULTANEOUS WTH THE SERVICE OF
THE SUMMONS, OF A NOTI CE | NDI CATI NG THAT ONCE THE JUDGMVENT IS SIGNED, A
PARTY THERETO MAY OR MAY NOT BE ELI G BLE TO BE COVERED UNDER THE OTHER
PARTY' S HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN, DEPENDI NG ON THE TERMS OF THE PLAN, SHALL
BE DEEMED SUFFI Cl ENT NOTI CE TO A DEFAULTI NG DEFENDANT.

2. | F THE PARTI ES HAVE ENTERED INTO A  STI PULATI ON CF
SETTLEMENT/ AGREEMENT ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH 'S SECTI ON
RESOLVI NG ALL CF THE | SSUES BETWEEN THE PARTI ES, SUCH
SETTLEMENT/ AGREEMENT ENTERED | NTO BETWEEN THE PARTIES SHALL CONTAIN A
PROVI SI ON RELATI NG TO THE HEALTH CARE COVERAGE OF EACH PARTY; AND THAT
SUCH PROVI SI ON SHALL EI THER. (A) PROVI DE FOR THE FUTURE COVERAGE OF EACH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PARTY, OR (B) STATE THAT EACH PARTY IS AWARE THAT HE OR SHE WLL NO
LONGER BE COVERED BY THE OTHER PARTY'S HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN AND THAT
EACH PARTY SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HHS OR HER OW HEALTH | NSURANCE
COVERAGE, AND MAY BE ENTI TLED TO PURCHASE HEALTH | NSURANCE ON HI S OR HER
OMN THROUGH A COBRA OPTION, |F AVAILABLE. THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S
SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL NOT BE WAI VED BY ElI THER PARTY OR COUNSEL AND, IN THE
EVENT |IT IS NOT COWLIED WTH, THE COURT SHALL REQUI RE COVPLI ANCE AND
MAY GRANT A THI RTY DAY CONTI NUANCE TO AFFORD THE PARTIES AN OPPORTUNI TY
TO PROCURE THEI R OAN HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw and shall be deened to apply to all actions in which
judgnment has not been entered as of such effective date.



