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STATE OF NEW YORK

2823
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 4, 2009

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to health care prac-
titioner volunteer pilot prograns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Title V of article 2 of the public health | aw, as added by
chapter 337 of the laws of 2002, section 260 as anended by chapter 84 of
the laws of 2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

TITLE V
HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER VOLUNTEER
Pl LOT [ PROGRAM PROGRANMS
Section 260. Health care practitioner volunteer [progran PROGRANS.

S 260. Health care practitioner volunteer [progran] PROGRAMS. 1. There
[Is] ARE hereby established in the departnent [a] health care practi-
tioner volunteer [progran] PROGRAMS to inplenent a system by which
eligible health care practitioner volunteers and other volunteers nay
provi de free basic prinmary health care services to uninsured | ow incone
I ndi vi dual s.

2. The comm ssioner is authorized and directed to pronul gate such
rul es and regul ations as are necessary to inplenent the provisions of
this title. Such rules and regulations shall enable the health care
practitioner volunteer [program PROGRAMS approved [hereunder] PURSUANT
TO THIS TITLE to

(a) provide free basic primary health care services prinmarily to unin-
sured | ow i ncome individuals;

(b) integrate the delivery of such services with the delivery of
health care and ot her supportive services to the target population by
ot her providers in the conmunity; and

(c) neet standards of care which are appropriate to the |evel and
nature of health care services to be provided.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. A health care practitioner is eligible to participate as a health
care practitioner volunteer under this title if he or she:

(a) is Ilicensed, or exenpt fromlicensure, pursuant to articles one
hundred thirty-one, one hundred thirty-one-B, one hundred thirty-two,
one hundred thirty-three, one hundred thirty-six, one hundred thirty-
seven, one hundred thirty-nine, one hundred forty, one hundred forty-
one, one hundred forty-three, one hundred forty-four, one hundred
fifty-three, one hundred fifty-four, one hundred fifty-five, one hundred
fifty-six, one hundred fifty-seven, one hundred fifty-nine, one hundred
si xty, one hundred sixty-two, or one hundred sixty-four of the education
| aw;

(b) has agreed to practice in a health care practitioner vol unteer
program w t hout conpensation or the expectation of conpensation. For the
pur poses of this paragraph, the following shall not be considered
conpensation: (i) nom nal paynent solely to enable the health care prac-
titioner to be considered an enployee of an entity operating and admi n-
istering [the] A health care practitioner volunteer program established
pursuant to this title; or (ii) the provision of nedical liability
I nsurance coverage to the health care practitioner pursuant to the
requirenents of this title;

(c) is well qualified and intends to serve as a volunteer in the prac-
tice or specialty area in which he or she is licensed and primrily
practices, or practiced prior to retirenent, or is |licensed and
denmonstrably qualified to practice through training, retraining, or
conti nui ng education; and

(d) is not subject to any Iimtations on practice as the result of
findings or action by, or any agreenent with, any licensing or profes-
sional conduct agency or board, or any court or regul atory agency.

4. No health care practitioner volunteer shall participate in [the] A
health care practitioner volunteer program established pursuant to this
title unless, with respect to acts and omssions that occurred or
all egedly occurred within the scope of his or her participation in such

program he or she is covered by an adequate professional liability
I nsurance policy.
5. The comm ssi oner shall, upon subm ssion of satisfactory evidence of

conpliance with the provisions of this title, approve [a] health care
practitioner volunteer [programto be] PROGRAMS | ocated in the county of
Schenect ady AND | N THE UNI NCORPORATED COVMUNI TY OF UNI ONDALE, BEING IN
THE TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD AND COUNTY OF NASSAU. Such program shall

(a) be operated and admi nistered by a not-for-profit entity |icensed
under article twenty-eight of this chapter, provided, however, that
nothing contained [herein] IN TH' S PARAGRAPH shall preclude a facility
ot herwi se |icensed under this chapter or under the nental hygiene |aw
from utilizing the services of health care practitioner volunteers for
the provision of free health care services pursuant to such licensure;
and

(b) have procedures to screen participating health care practitioner
volunteers to ensure that they neet the requirenents of subdivision
three of this section.

6. (a) The [progran] PROGRAMS shall report annually to the comm ssion-
er on the progress of [the] EACH program The report shall include a
profile of participating health care practitioner volunteers, the nunber
of persons served, a description of the activities of the program an
outline of the programis continuing or projected activities, a
description of the inpact of the programon the comunity, and an esti-
mat e of the value of volunteer services provided.
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(b) On or before June first of each year, the comm ssioner shal
report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the
mnority | eader of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the minority
| eader of the assenbly, and the <chairs of the senate and assenbly
conmmittees on health on findings, conclusions, and reconmendati ons on
the inplenmentation of the provisions of this title.

7. Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of lawto the contrary,
t he commi ssioner is authorized to waive, nodify or suspend the
provi sions of rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to article
twenty-eight of this chapter if the conm ssioner determ nes that such
wai ver, nodification or suspension is necessary for the successful
i mpl ementi ng of the health care practitioner volunteer [prograni
PROGRAMS aut hori zed pursuant to this section and provided that the
commi ssioner determnes that the health, safety and general welfare of
peopl e receiving health care under such health care practitioner volun-
teer [progran] PROGRAMS will not be inpaired as a result of such waiver,
nodi fication or suspension.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



