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STATE OF NEW YORK

2766
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 2, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. THOWPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the replacenent tire fuel efficiency consumer information
program for passenger cars and light-duty trucks; and providing for
the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature finds and decl ares al
of the follow ng:

a. Substantial evidence indicates that replacenent tires for passenger
cars and light-duty trucks are |l ess energy efficient, on average, than
tires installed as original equipnent.

b. Inmproving the energy efficiency of replacenment tires for New York's
passenger and light-duty truck fleet could yield significant economc
and environnental benefits wthout affecting vehicle performance or
safety, while also reducing New York's wvulnerability to oil price
i ncreases.

c. There are strong indications that technologies are available to
make repl acenent tires nore energy efficient and | onger |asting.

d. There are replacenent tires available in New York that are at
| east as energy efficient, on average, as original-equiprment tires.

e. A replacenent tire energy efficiency program should not increase
the amount of scrap tires generated wthin New York, nor negatively
i npact state efforts to nmanage scrap tires.

S 2. The environnmental conservation |aw is amended by addi ng a new
article 48 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 48
REPLACEMENT TI RE FUEL EFFI Cl ENCY CONSUMER | NFORVATI ON PROGRAM
SECTI ON 48- 0101. DEFI NI TI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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48-0103. REPLACEMENT Tl RE FUEL EFFI Cl ENCY CONSUMER | NFORMATI ON
PROGRAM
48-0105. REPLACEMENT TI RE FUEL EFFI CI ENCY RATI NG SYSTEM
S 48-0101. DEFI NI TI ONS.

FOR THE PURPCSES OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERM5 SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "CONSUMER | NFORVATI ON REQUI REMENT" MEANS PO NT- OF- SALE | NFORVATI ON
OR SI G\NS THAT ARE CONSPI CUCUSLY DI SPLAYED, READI LY ACCESSI BLE, AND WRI T-
TEN I N A MANNER THAT CAN BE EASI LY UNDERSTOOD BY THE CONSUMER. " CONSUMER
I NFORVATI ON  REQUI REMENT"  DOES NOT | NCLUDE MANDATORY LABELI NG | MPRI NT-
I NG OR OTHER MARKI NG, ON AN | NDI VI DUAL TI RE BY THE TlI RE MANUFACTURER OR
THE Tl RE RETAI LER

2. "COST EFFECTI VE' MEANS THE COST SAVINGS TO THE CONSUMER RESULTI NG
FROM A REPLACEMENT TIRE SUBJECT TO AN ENERGY EFFI Cl ENCY STANDARD THAT
EQUALS OR EXCEEDS THE ADDI TI ONAL COST TO THE CONSUMER RESULTI NG FROM THE
STANDARD, TAKI NG | NTO ACCOUNT THE EXPECTED FUEL COSTS SAVINGS OVER THE
EXPECTED LI FE OF THE REPLACEMENT TI RE.

3. "REPLACEMENT TIRE" MEANS A TIRE SCOLD I N THE STATE THAT | S DESI GNED
TO REPLACE A TIRE SOLD WTH A NEW PASSENGER CAR OR LI GHT-DUTY TRUCK.
"REPLACEMENT TI RE" DOES NOT | NCLUDE ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG TI RES:

AL A TIRE OR GROUP OF TIRES WTH THE SAME SKU, PLANT, AND YEAR, FOR
VWH CH THE VOLUME OF TI RES PRODUCED OR I MPORTED |IS LESS THAN FIFTEEN
THOUSAND ANNUALLY.

B. A DEEP TREAD, WNTER-TYPE SNOW TIRE, A SPACE-SAVER TIRE, OR A
TEMPORARY USE SPARE TI RE.

C ATIREWTH A NOM NAL RI M D AMETER OF TWELVE | NCHES OR LESS.

D. A MOTORCYCLE TI RE.

E. A TI RE MANUFACTURED SPECI FI CALLY FOR USE IN AN OFF-RCAD MOTORI ZED
RECREATI ONAL VEH CLE.

S 48-0103. REPLACEMENT TIRE FUEL EFFICIENCY CONSUVER | NFORMATI ON
PROGRAM

1. THE DEPARTMENT, I N CONSULTATION WTH THE NEW YORK STATE ENERGY
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY, FOR PURPOSES OF THI S ARTI CLE KNOWN
AS "THE AUTHORI TY", SHALL ESTABLI SH A DATABASE OF THE FUEL EFFI Cl ENCY OF
A REPRESENTATI VE SAMPLE OF TIRES SOLD I N THE STATE, BASED ON TEST PROCE-
DURES ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

2. ON OR BEFORE JULY FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND TWELVE, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL, AFTER CONSULTATION WTH THE AUTHORITY, AND AFTER NOTI CE AND
OPPORTUNI TY FOR COMVENT, PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG A
REPLACEMENT TI RE FUEL EFFI CI ENCY CONSUMER | NFORVATI ON PROGRAM FOR Tl RES
DESI GNED FOR USE ON MOTCOR VEHI CLES TO EDUCATE CONSUMERS ABQUT THE EFFECT
OF TI RES ON AUTOMOBI LE FUEL EFFI Cl ENCY.

THE REGULATI ONS SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

A. BASED ON THE DATA COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S
SECTI ON AND OTHER RELEVANT | NFORVATI ON, A REPLACEMENT TIRE FUEL EFFI -
Cl ENCY RATING SYSTEM FOR MOTOR VEH CLE REPLACEMENT TIRES SOLD IN THE
STATE TO ASSI ST CONSUMERS | N MAKI NG EDUCATED Tl RE PURCHASI NG DECI SI ONS.

B. CONSUMER | NFORMATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR PROVIDING | NFORVATION TO
CONSUMERS, | NCLUDI NG | NFORVATI ON AT THE PO NT OF SALE AND OTHER POTEN-
TI AL | NFORVATI ON DI SSEM NATI ON METHODS, | NCLUDI NG THE | NTERNET.

C. REQUI REMENTS FOR TI RE MANUFACTURERS TO REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT THE
ENERGY EFFI Cl ENCY OF REPLACEMENT TI RES SOLD I N THE STATE.

D. A TI RE MAI NTENANCE CONSUMER EDUCATI ON PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG, | NFORIVA-
TION ON TI RE | NFLATI ON PRESSURE, ALI GNVENT, ROTATI ON, AND TREAD WEAR TO
MAXI M ZE FUEL EFFI Cl ENCY.
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E. | F ANOTHER STATE HAS ESTABLI SHED A SUBSTANTI ALLY SI M LAR PROGRAM TO
THE PROGRAM SET FORTH IN THI S ARTI CLE, THE DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORI TY MAY
WORK W TH SUCH STATE OR STATES TO ADOPT SUCH A PROGRAM FOR THI S STATE

3. THE DEPARTMENT | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE AUTHORI TY, SHALL REVI EW AND
REVI SE, AS NECESSARY, THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT REVI SE THE RULES
OR REGULATIONS IN A WAY THAT REDUCES THE AVERAGE FUEL EFFICIENCY OF
REPLACEMENT TI RES.

S 48-0105. REPLACEMENT TI RE FUEL EFFI Cl ENCY RATI NG SYSTEM

IN DEVELOPING THE REPLACEMENT TIRE FUEL EFFICIENCY RATI NG SYSTEM
REQUI RED BY SECTION 48-0103 OF THIS ARTICLE, THE FOLLONNG CRITER A
SHALL BE CONSI DERED:

TECHNI CAL FEASI BI LI TY AND COST EFFECTI VENESS;

Tl RE SAFETY;

AVERAGE Tl RE LI FE AND REPLACEMENT TI RES; AND

THE MANAGEMENT OF SCRAP TI RES IN THE STATE.

3. This act shall take effect imredi ately; provided, however, that
this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed on the date the comm ssion-
er of environmental conservation notifies the legislative bill drafting
comm ssion of the occurrence of the inplenentation of a substantially
simlar federal program
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