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STATE OF NEW YORK

2537
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 23, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MAZIARZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing dating
vi ol ence education and dating violence policies in school districts,
boards of cooperative educational services and county vocationa
educati on and extensi on boards

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Kari Ann Gorman act.”

S 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature finds, deter-
m nes and declares that when a student is a victimof dating violence,
his or her academc |I|ife suffers and his or her safety at school is
j eopardi zed. The legislature finds that a policy to create an environ-
nment free of dating violence shall be a part of each school district. It
is the intent of the legislature to enact |egislation that would require
each school district to establish a policy for responding to incidents
of dating violence and to provide dating viol ence education to students,
parents, staff, faculty and adm nistrators, in order to prevent dating
vi ol ence and to address incidents involving dating viol ence.

S 3. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 815 to read
as foll ows:

S 815. DATI NG VI OLENCE EDUCATI ON. 1. EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL
| NCORPORATE DATI NG VI OLENCE EDUCATI ON THAT IS AGE- APPROPRI ATE | NTO THE
ANNUAL HEALTH CURRI CULUM FRAMEWORK FOR STUDENTS | N GRADES SEVEN THROUGH
TVELVE.

(A) DATING VICOLENCE EDUCATION SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO,
DEFI NI NG DATI NG VI OLENCE, RECOGNI ZI NG DATI NG VI OLENCE WARNI NG SI GNS AND
CHARACTERI STICS OF HEALTHY RELATI ONSHI PS. ADDI Tl ONALLY, STUDENTS SHALL
BE PROVIDED WTH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S DATING VIOLENCE POLICY AS
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON TVEENTY- EI GHT HUNDRED THREE OF THI S CHAPTER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) FOR THE PROPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(1) "DATING VIOLENCE" MEANS A PATTERN OF BEHAVI OR WHERE ONE PERSON
USES THREATS OF, OR ACTUALLY USES, PHYSI CAL, SEXUAL, VERBAL OR EMOTI ONAL
ABUSE TO CONTROL HI' S OR HER DATI NG PARTNER.

(11) "DATI NG PARTNER' MEANS ANY PERSON | NVOLVED I N AN | NTI MATE ASSCCI -
ATI ON W TH ANOTHER PRI MARI LY CHARACTERI ZED BY THE EXPECTATI ON OF AFFEC
TI ONATE | NVOLVEMENT WHETHER CASUAL, SERI OUS OR LONG TERM

(rrr)y "AT SCHOOL" MEANS IN A CLASSROOM ON OR | MVEDI ATELY ADJACENT TO
SUCH SCHOOL PREM SES, ON A SCHOOL BUS OR OTHER SCHOOL- RELATED VEH CLE,
AT AN OFFICI AL SCHOOL BUS STOP, OR AT ANY SCHOOL- SPONSORED ACTIVITY OR
EVENT WHETHER OR NOT I T IS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS.

(C) TO ASSI ST SCHOCOL DI STRICTS | N DEVELOPI NG A DATI NG VI OLENCE EDUCA-
TION PROGRAM THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVI EW AND APPROVE THE GRADE LEVEL
TOPI CS RELATI NG TO DATI NG VI OLENCE AND HEALTHY RELATI ONSHI PS.

2. UPON WRI TTEN REQUEST TO THE SCHOOL PRI NCI PAL, A PARENT OR LEGAL
GUARDI AN OF A PUPI L LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE, WTHI N A REASONABLE
PERIOD OF TI ME AFTER THE REQUEST | S MADE, SHALL BE PERM TTED TO EXAM NE
THE DATI NG VI OLENCE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM | NSTRUCTI ON MATERIALS AT THE
SCHOOL IN WHICH H'S OR HER CHI LD | S ENROLLED.

S 4. The education law is anended by adding a new section 2803 to read
as foll ows:

S 2803. DATING VIOLENCE POLICY. 1. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON:

(A) "DATING VIOLENCE" MEANS A PATTERN OF BEHAVI OR WHERE ONE PERSON
USES THREATS OF, OR ACTUALLY USES, PHYSI CAL, SEXUAL, VERBAL OR EMOTI ONAL
ABUSE TO CONTROL HI' S OR HER DATI NG PARTNER.

(B) "DATI NG PARTNER' MEANS ANY PERSON, REGARDLESS OF CGENDER, | NVOLVED
N AN | NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P W TH ANOTHER PRI MARI LY CHARACTERI ZED BY THE
EXPECTATI ON OF AFFECTI ONATE | NVOLVEMENT WHETHER CASUAL, SERIQUS OF
LONG TERM

(O "AT SCHOOL" MEANS IN A CLASSROOM ON OR | MVEDI ATELY ADJACENT TO
SCHOOL PREM SES, ON A SCHOOL BUS OR OTHER SCHOCOL- RELATED VEH CLE, AT AN
OFFI CI AL SCHOOL BUS STOP, OR AT ANY SCHOOL- SPONSORED ACTI VI TY OR EVENT
VHETHER OR NOT I T IS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS.

2. THE DEPARTMENT, | N CONJUNCTION WTH THE OFFI CE FOR THE PREVENTI ON
OF DOVESTIC VIOLENCE, SHALL DEVELOP A MODEL DATI NG VI OLENCE POLI CY TO
ASS| ST SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, BOARDS OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND
COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON BOARDS | N DEVELOPI NG POLI Cl ES
FOR DATI NG VI OLENCE REPORTI NG AND RESPONSE. THE MODEL POLICY SHALL BE
| SSUED ON OR BEFORE APRI L 1, 2010.

3. EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND
COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON BOARD SHALL ESTABLISH A
SPECI FIC POLICY TO ADDRESS |NCIDENTS OF DATING VIOLENCE | NVOLVI NG
STUDENTS AT SCHOOL BY DECEMBER 1, 2010. EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BOARD OF
COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON  AND
EXTENSI ON BOARD SHALL VERI FY COWPLI ANCE W TH THE DEPARTMENT ON AN ANNUAL
BASIS THROUGH THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT REPORT CARDS OR BOARD OF COOPERATI VE
EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES REPORT CARD REQUI RED BY THI S CHAPTER

(A) SUCH POLICY SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, A STATEMENT THAT
DATI NG VI OLENCE W LL NOT BE TOLERATED, DATI NG VI OLENCE REPORTI NG PROCE-
DURES, GUIDELINES TO RESPONDING TO AT-SCHOCL |INCIDENTS OF DATING
VI OLENCE AND DI SCI PLI NE PROCEDURES SPECI FI C TO SUCH | NCI DENTS.

(B) TO ENSURE NOTI CE OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT'S, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE
EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES' AND COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON
BOARD S DATI NG VI OLENCE PCLI CY, THE POLICY SHALL BE PUBLISHED IN ANY
SCHOOL DI STRICT, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND COUNTY
VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON BOARD POLI CY AND HANDBOOK THAT SETS
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FORTH THE COWPREHENSI VE RULES, PROCEDURES AND STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR
STUDENTS AT SCHOOL.

4. EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND
COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON BOARD SHALL PROVI DE DATI NG
VI OLENCE TRAI NI NG TO ALL ADM NI STRATORS, TEACHERS, NURSES AND MENTAL
HEALTH STAFF AT THE M DDLE AND HI GH SCHOOL LEVELS. UPON THE RECOMVENDA-
TION OF THE ADM NI STRATOR, OTHER STAFF MAY BE | NCLUDED OR MAY ATTEND THE
TRAINING ON A VOLUNTEER BASIS. THE DATING VIOLENCE TRAIN NG SHALL
I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO BASIC PRI NCI PLES OF DATI NG VI OLENCE,
VWARNI NGS SI GNS OF DATING VIOLENCE AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S DATING
VI OLENCE POLICY, TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO APPROPRI ATELY RESPOND
TO | NCl DENTS OF DATI NG VI OLENCE AT SCHOOL. THEREAFTER, THI'S TRAI NI NG
SHALL BE PROVI DED YEARLY TO ALL NEWY H RED STAFF DEEMED APPROPRI ATE TO
RECEI VE THE TRAI NI NG BY THE SCHOOL' S ADM NI STRATI ON.

5. EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND
COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON BOARD SHALL | NFORM THE
STUDENTS' PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDI ANS OF THE DATI NG VI OLENCE POLICY. |IF
REQUESTED, THE SCHOOL DI STRICT, BOARD OF COOPERATIVE  EDUCATI ONAL
SERVI CES OR COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATION AND EXTENSI ON BQARD SHALL
PROVI DE THE PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDI ANS W TH THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT' S DATI NG
VI OLENCE POLI CY AND RELEVANT | NFORMATION. |IT IS STRONGY RECOVMENDED
THAT THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES OR
COUNTY VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AND EXTENSI ON BOARD PROVI DE PARENT AWARENESS
TRAI NI NG

6. THI S SECTI ON DOES NOT PREVENT A VI CTI M FROM SEEKI NG REDRESS UNDER
ANY OTHER AVAI LABLE LAW EITHER CIVIL OR CRIM NAL. THI S SECTI ON DOES NOT
CREATE OR ALTER ANY TORT LI ABI LI TY.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



