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STATE OF NEW YORK

2514
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 23, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. THOWPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
cl eanup and renedi ati on of | ead contam nated parks

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that excessive
lead levels present a substantial threat to the health, safety and
wel fare of the people of this state.

One maj or source of excessive lead levels in New York state is the
exhaust emtted from notor vehicles. These exhaust funmes cause | ead
contanmi nation in the atnosphere, soil, structures and have contam nated
par ks adj acent or proximte to heavily travel ed hi ghways.

The legislature further finds that people wusing parks with |ead
contanmi nation for recreational reasons are unnecessarily exposed to |ead
deposit hazards from notor vehicle exhaust. Excessive |ead deposits nay
subj ect people to possible physical disconfort, physiological damage and
| ead poi soni ng, anong other potential health hazards.

The legislature further finds that there are reasonabl e, econom c and
technologically feasible strategies which can be inplenmented to decrease
the risk of harmresulting fromexcessive exposure to | ead, such as the
repl acenent of contaminated naterials and the posting of potentia
hazards in | ead contam nated parKks.

Therefore, the |legislature hereby enacts a | ead-free parks act as a
prudent and necessary action to pronote the health and welfare of a
substanti al nunmber of the state's residents and directs that a |ead
cl eanup study be undertaken for the purpose of planning additional envi-
ronmental inprovenents in conformance with the |ead free parks act.

S 2. Short title. This act shall be known as the "Lead-free parks

act

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. The environnental conservation law is anmended by adding a new
section 3-0319 to read as foll ows:

S 3-0319. CLEANUP AND REMEDI ATI ON OF LEAD CONTAM NATED PARKS.

1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL UNDERTAKE A STUDY OF PARKS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE THAT ARE ADJACENT OR PROXI MATE TO HEAVILY TRAVELED CITY STREETS
AND RURAL AND SUBURBAN H GHVWAYS FOR THE PURPCOSES OF | DENTI FYI NG THE
LEVEL OF LEAD CONTAM NATI ON AT SUCH PARKS. |INITIALLY, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL EVALUATE PARKS W TH THE HI GHEST LEVEL OF EXPOSURE TO EXHAUST FUMES
EM TTED FROM MOTOR VEHI CLES. I N ALL CASES LEAD LEVELS SHALL BE MEASURED
SO AS TO REFLECT ACCURATELY THE WORST CASE OF LEAD EXPOSURE AT A SPECI F-
| C PARK TO WHI CH ANY PERSON WHO IS IN THE PARK AND WTHI N A HAZARDOUS
RANGE OF CONTAM NATED NMATERIALS COULD BE EXPOSED UNDER NORMAL CONDI -
TIONS. SUCH STUDY SHALL EVALUATE THE RANGE OF STRATEA ES AVAILABLE FOR
MEETI NG THE PRESCRI BED SAFE LEAD LEVELS AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS AS TO
THE MOST ADVI SABLE METHODS OF CLEANUP AND REMEDI ATI ON | NCLUDI NG A SCHED-
ULE FOR CLEANUP AND REMEDI ATI ON OF ALL LEAD CONTAM NATED STATE OWED
PARKS. PRI ORI TY SI TES BASED UPON DEGREE OF CONTAM NATI ON AND EXPOSURE TO
THE PUBLIC SHALL BE | DENTI FI ED FOR CLEANUP AND REMEDI ATI ON. SUCH STUDY
SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE WTHIN ONE YEAR
AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON.

2. WTHI N SI X MONTHS OF THE COWPLETI ON OF THE STUDY CONDUCTED PURSUANT
TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL POST WARNI NG
SIGNS I N EACH PARK I DENTIFIED AS A POTENTIAL HAZARD TO THE PUBLIC
BECAUSE OF LEAD CONTAM NATI ON. THESE SI GNS SHALL PO NT OQUT THE PGCSSI BLE
HAZARDS ASSOCI ATED W TH EXCESSI VE EXPOSURE TO LEAD AND THE ACUTE SYMP-
TOVS OF LEAD PO SONI NG SUCH AS STOVACHACHES, HEADACHES, HYPERACTI VI TY,
FALLI NG ASLEEP AT | NAPPROPRI ATE TI MES, VOM TI NG DI ARRHEA AND SO ON.

3. WTH N MONEY APPROPRI ATED THEREFOR, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL MAKE
GRANTS TO COUNTIES, CITIES, TOMS OR VILLAGES FOR FI FTY PERCENT OF THE
COST OF CLEANUP AND REMEDI ATI ON OF LEAD CONTAM NATED PARKS. PREFERENCE
N GRANT AWARDS SHOULD GO FOR PARKS | DENTI FI ED AS PRICRITY SITES I N THE
DEPARTMENT' S STUDY.

4. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG
PROCEDURES AND TECHNI QUES FOR CLEANUP AND REMEDI ATI ON OF LEAD CONTAM
| NATED PARKS.

5. WTHI N ONE YEAR AFTER SUBM SSI ON OF THE STUDY CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI'S SECTI ON AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER UNTIL THE PROB-
LEM OF LEAD CONTAM NATED PARKS HAS BEEN OVERCOVE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE ON PROGRESS | N REDUCI NG LEAD
LEVELS. THE REPORT SHALL |INCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, AN | TEM ZED
SUMMARY OF ALL MONEYS SPENT, BI DS REQUESTED AND RECEI VED, CONTRACTS LET
AND ACTUAL WORK DONE ON LEAD REDUCTI ON PROGRAMS DURI NG THE PREVI QUS
PERI OD. ANY AND ALL LEAD REDUCTI ON MEASURES MADE DURING THE PREVIQUS
PERIOD SHALL BE |NCLUDED, WTH, WHENEVER PCSSI BLE, ANALYSES OF SUCH
MEASURES. SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE A DETAI LED ANALYSI S OF ALL LEAD
REDUCTI ON ACTI VI TI ES PLANNED FOR THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS. FOLLOW NG THE
FI RST TWELVE MONTH | NTERVAL, THESE REPORTS SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE COVPREHEN-
SI VE STATEMENTS OF PROGRESS MADE ON ALL PLANNED LEAD REDUCTI ON ACTI V-
| TTES | NCLUDED | N THE PREVI QUS ANNUAL REPCORT. TO THE EXTENT, [|F ANY,
THAT THE DEPARTMENT FAILS TO MEET THE PROVI SI ONS PRESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI -
SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SO STATE AND PROVI DE THE
REASONS FOR | TS INABI LI TY TO MEET SUCH PROVI SI ONS.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



