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STATE OF NEW YORK

2483
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 20, 2009

Introduced by Sen. YOUNG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to genetically
nodi fi ed organi sns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general obligations lawis anmended by adding a new
section 9-107 to read as foll ows:

S 9-107. CENETICALLY ENG NEERED OR GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SMVS;
AFFI RVATI VE DEFENSE. ANY PARTY WHO | S SUED FOR DAMAGES FOR VI OLATION OF
A PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER | NTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RI GHTS ON THE GROUND
THAT THE PARTY POSSESSED OR USED SEEDS OR PLANTS THAT CONTAI NED GENET-
| CALLY ENG NEERED OR GENETI CALLY MODI FIED ORGANI SM5 W THOUT ENTERI NG
INTO AN AGREEMENT OR PAYING FEES TO THE MANUFACTURER OR LI CENSED
DI STRIBUTOR OF SUCH GENETI CALLY ENG NEERED OR GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED
ORGANI SM5 SHALL HAVE AN AFFI RVATI VE DEFENSE AGAI NST ANY LIABILITY I F THE
PARTY SHALL SHOW THAT HE OR SHE DI D NOT KNOW NGLY AND | NTENTI ONALLY
| NTRODUCE THE GENETI CALLY ENG NEERED OR GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM5
INTO H'S OR HER PLANTS OR SEEDS OR ONTO H'S OR HER PROPERTY AND HE OR
SHE DI D NOT KNOW NGLY GAIN FROM THE DI STINCTIVE TRAITS DUE TO GENETIC
MODI FI CATI ON OR GENETI C ENA NEERI NG

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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