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STATE OF NEW YORK

2378
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 19, 2009

Introduced by Sen. PADAVAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the determ nation of
tuition assi stance program awards

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 663 of the education law, as
anended by chapter 305 of the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Incone defined. Except as otherwise provided in this section,
"income” shall be the total of the combined net taxable inconme of the
applicant, the applicant's spouse, and the applicant's parents as
reported in New York state incone tax returns for the cal endar year next
preceding the beginning of the school year for which application for
assi stance i s nade, except that any anmount received by an applicant as a
schol arship at an educational institution or as a fellowship grant,
including the value of contributed services and acconmnodati ons, shal
not be included within the definition of "income" for the purposes of
this article. The term"parent” shall include birth parents, steppar-
ents, adoptive parents and the spouse of an adoptive parent. Incone, if
not a whole dollar anpunt, shall be assunmed to be equal to the next
| onest whol e dollar amount. Any change in the status of an applicant
with regard to the | NCOVE OF THE APPLI CANT OR THE | NCOVE OF THE persons
responsi bl e for the applicant's support occurring AS A RESULT OF EXTEN
UATI NG ClI RCUMSTANCES | NCLUDED IN SUBDI VI SION FIVE OF TH'S SECTI ON after
t he begi nning of any senester [shall not] CAN be considered to change
the applicant's award for that senmester |IF THE APPLI CANT APPLI ES FOR AN
ADJUSTMENT TO THEI R AWARD AND THAT ADJUSTMENT | S APPROVED AND CERTI FI ED
PURSUANT TO RULES AND REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHED BY THE CORPORATI ON.

S 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 5 of section 663 of the
education |l aw, as anmended by chapter 622 of the laws of 2008, are
amended to read as foll ows:

[(a)] A ADJUSTMENTS OF |INCOVE WHEN A SIBLI NG, SIBLINGS, SPOUSE OR
PARENT OR PARENTS ARE ALSO ENROLLED FULL-TIME I N AN APPROVED PROGRAM OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PROGRAMS. (1) Except for purposes of paragraphs a and b of subdivision
three of section six hundred sixty-seven of this part iif, during the
acadenmic year in which the applicant will receive an award, one or nore
of either the parents of the applicant or other dependent children of
such parents, the spouse of the applicant, or one or nore dependent
children of the applicant, in addition to the applicant, will be in
full-time attendance in an approved program the conbined net taxable
i ncone determ ned under subdivision one of this section shall be divided
by the total nunber of the aforesaid persons (including the applicant)
who will be in such attendance, and the resulting quotient shall be
deened the applicable incone in determning the applicant's award for
such acadenic year.

[(b)] (2) In the determ nation of incone for purposes of paragraphs a
and b of subdivision three of section six hundred sixty-seven of this
part if, during the academ c year in which the applicant will receive an
award, one of either the parents of the applicant or other dependent
child of such parents, the spouse of the applicant, or one or nore
dependent children of the applicant, in addition to the applicant, wll
be in full-time attendance in an approved program the conbined net
t axabl e i ncone determ ned under subdivision one of this section shall be
reduced by three thousand dollars and an additional two thousand doll ars
for each other such person additional to the aforesaid persons (i nclud-
ing the applicant) who wll be in such attendance, and the resulting
anmount shall be deenmed the applicable incone in determining the appli-
cant's award for the academ c year.

B. ADJUSTMENTS OF | NCOVE | N EXTENUATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES. THE CORPCORATI ON
SHALL, PURSUANT TO RULES AND REGULATI ONS, UPON THE REQUEST OF THE APPLI -
CANT, THE RECOMMENDATION OF A FINANCIAL AID ADM NI STRATOR, AND THE
CORPORATI ON' S REVI EW AND CERTI FI CATION OF THE MOST RECENT SUPPORTI NG
DOCUMENTATI ON, MAKE ADJUSTMENTS TO | NCOVE AND ADJUSTMENTS TO THE APPLI -
CANT' S AWARDS AFTER THE BEG NNING OF ANY SEMESTER IN THE FOLLOWN NG
EXTENUATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES: (1) CATASTROPHI C | LLNESS, PERVANENT OR TOTAL
PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DI SABILITY OF THE APPLICANT; (2) CATASTROPH C
| LLNESS, DEATH OR PERMANENT OR TOTAL DI SABILITY OF THE APPLI CANT' S
SPOUSE, PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN, (3) A CALL TO ACTIVE M LI TARY DUTY OF
THE APPLI CANT, THE APPLI CANT' S SPOUSE, PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN, (4) A
RECENT | NVOLUNTARY CHANGE | N THE EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE APPLI CANT, THE
APPLI CANT' S SPOUSE, PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN THAT RESULTED IN A VERI FI -
ABLE LGSS I N I NCOVE; (5) A RECENT DI VORCE OR SEPARATI ON OF THE APPLI CANT
BY JUDI Cl AL DECREE OR PURSUANT TO AN AGREEMENT OF SEPARATI ON FI LED W TH
A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON THAT RESULTED IN VERI FIABLE LGOSS |IN
| NCOVE; OR (6) A RECENT DI VORCE OR SEPARATI ON OF THE APPLI CANT' S PARENT
OR LEGAL GUARDI AN BY JUDI Cl AL DECREE OR PURSUANT TO AN AGREEMENT OF
SEPARATI ON FI LED W TH A COURT OF COWVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON THAT RESULTED I N
A VERI FI ABLE LGSS | N | NCOVE; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT | N DEVELOPI NG SUCH
REGULATI ONS, THE CORPORATI ON SHALL REQUI RE, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE,
SIM LAR CRI TERI A | N DETERM NI NG | NCOVE ADJUSTMENTS FOR | NDI VI DUAL APPLI -
CANTS WHO HAVE SI M LAR EXTENUATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES. W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF
RECEI VING ALL REQUESTED | NFORVATI ON AND SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATI ON FROM
THE FI NANCI AL Al D ADM NI STRATOR, THE CORPORATI ON MUST REVI EW THE REQUEST
OF THE APPLI CANT, THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF A FINANCIAL AID ADM NI STRATOR,
AND THE SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATI ON AND CERTI FY WHETHER OR NOT THE APPLI -
CANT | S ELI G BLE FOR AN ADJUSTMENT.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



