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I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring a curriculum
of study in sensitivity training regarding diversity of race, ethnici-
ty and religion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anended by addi ng a new section 801-b
to read as foll ows:

S 801-B. COURSES OF INSTRUCTION IN SENSITIVITY TRAIN NG REGARD NG
DI VERSI TY. 1. THE REGENTS OF THE UNI VERSI TY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, IN
COOPERATION W TH THE COWM SSI ONER, SHALL PRESCRI BE COURSES OF | NSTRUC-
TION TO BE MAI NTAINED AND FOLLOWED IN ALL THE SCHOOLS OF THE STATE
RELATING TO SENSITIMITY TRAINNNG WH CH SHALL |INSTRUCT PUPI LS ABOUT
DI VERSI TY OF RACE, ETHNICI TY AND RELI G ON.

2. THE REGENTS SHALL: A. PREPARE GUI DELI NES FOR THE DESI GN AND | MPLE-
MENTATI ON OF LOCAL PROGRAMS AND | NSTRUCTI ONAL CURRI CULA THAT PROMOTE
UNDERSTANDI NG  AWARENESS, AND APPRECI ATION OF THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF
PEOPLE W TH DI VERSE BACKGROUNDS AND OF HARMONI OQUS RELATIONS I N A DI VERSE
SCOCI ETY. THE GUI DELI NES SHALL | NCLUDE METHODS OF EVALUATI NG THE PROGRAMS
AND CURRI CULA AND SUGGESTED PROCEDURES TO ENSURE COORDI NATION OF THE
PROGRAMS AND CURRI CULA W TH APPROPRI ATE LOCAL PUBLI C AND PRI VATE AGEN-
Cl ES.

B. PROVI DE GRANTS, FROM FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH PURPCSE, TO SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS AND COUNTI ES TO DEVELOP PROGRAMS AND CURRI CULA CONSI STENT W TH
THE GUI DELI NES DEVELOPED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

C. TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, PROVIDE ADVICE AND DI RECT SERVICES,
CONSI STENT W TH THE GUI DELI NES DEVELOPED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THI S SUBDI VI -
SION, TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS AND COUNTIES TO | MPLEMENT THE PROGRAMS AND
CURRI CULA DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CARRY OUT THI S SECTI ON ONLY | F PRI VATE FUNDS,
IN AN AMOUNT SUFFI Cl ENT TO PAY FOR RELATED DEPARTMENT STAFF ACTI VI TI ES
ARE MADE AVAI LABLE.

4. A THE BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON AND TRUSTEES OF THE SEVERAL CI TI ES AND
SCHOOL DI STRICTS OF THE STATE SHALL REQUI RE I NSTRUCTION TO BE G VEN IN
SUCH COURSES, BY THE TEACHERS EMPLOYED |IN THE SCHOOLS THEREI N. ALL
PUPI LS ATTENDI NG SUCH SCHOOLS, OVER THE AGE OF ElI GHT YEARS, SHALL ATTEND
UPON SUCH |INSTRUCTION. SIMLAR COURSES OF |INSTRUCTION  SHALL BE
PRESCRI BED AND MAINTAINED IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS |IN THE STATE, AND ALL
PUPI LS I N SUCH SCHOOLS OVER El GHT YEARS OF AGE SHALL ATTEND SUCH COURS-
ES.

B. EACH TEACHER SHALL ENDEAVOR TO | MPRESS UPON THE M NDS OF THE PUPI LS
THE MEANING OF EQUALITY AND HUVAN DI GNI TY, | NCLUDI NG THE PROMOTI ON OF
HARMONI OUS RELATI ONS, KI NDNESS TOWMRD DOMVESTIC PETS AND THE HUMANE
TREATMENT OF LI VI NG CREATURES, TO TEACH THEM TO AVO D | DLENESS, PROFANI -
TY, AND FALSEHOOD, AND TO | NSTRUCT THEM I N MANNERS AND MORALS AND THE
PRI NCl PLES OF A FREE GOVERNMENT.

C. EACH TEACHER SHALL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO CREATE AND FOSTER AN ENVI -
RONVENT THAT ENCOURAGES PUPI LS TO REALI ZE THEI R FULL POTENTI AL AND THAT
| S FREE FROM DI SCRI M NATORY ATTI TUDES, PRACTI CES, EVENTS, OR ACTI VI Tl ES,
I N ORDER TO PREVENT ACTS OF HATE CRI MES, AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 485. 05 OF
THE PENAL LAW

5. THE RECGENTS SHALL DETERM NE THE SUBJECTS TO BE | NCLUDED I N SUCH
COURSES OF | NSTRUCTI ON AND THE PERIOD OF |INSTRUCTION IN EACH OF THE
GRADES | N SUCH SUBJECTS. THEY SHALL ADOPT RULES PROVI DI NG FOR ATTENDANCE
UPON SUCH |INSTRUCTION AND FOR SUCH OTHER MATTERS AS ARE REQUI RED FOR
CARRYI NG | NTO EFFECT THE OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTION. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THI S SECTI ON
AND SHALL CAUSE TO BE | NSPECTED AND SUPERVISE THE | NSTRUCTION TO BE
G VEN | N SUCH SUBJECTS. THE COWM SSI ONER MAY, IN HI' S OR HER DI SCRETI ON,
CAUSE ALL OR A PORTION OF THE PUBLI C SCHOOL MONEY TO BE APPORTI ONED TO A
DISTRICT OR CITY TO BE W THHELD FOR FAI LURE OF THE SCHOOL AUTHORI TI ES OF
SUCH DI STRICT OR CITY TO PROVIDE I NSTRUCTION IN SUCH COURSES AND TO
COVPEL ATTENDANCE UPON SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON, AS PRESCRIBED IN THI S SECTI ON,
AND FOR A NON- COWPLI ANCE WTH THE RULES OF THE REGENTS ADOPTED AS
PROVI DED I N THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a |law, provided,
however that effective immediately, the addition, anmendnment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenmentation of
this act on its effective date is authorized and directed to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



