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STATE OF NEW YORK

2170
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 12, 2009

Introduced by Sens. RANZENHOFER, GOLDEN, LARKIN, PADAVAN, ROBACH,
SALAND, VOLKER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when printed to
be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to prohibiting the
condition of benefits and services received by victinse of donestic
abuse on the cooperation of the perpetrator of such abuse

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 459-g of the social services |law, as renunbered by
chapter 169 of the laws of 1994, is renunbered section 459-h and a new
section 459-g is added to read as foll ows:

S 459- G COOPERATI ON OF AN ABUSER NOT REQU RED AS A CONDI TION OF
ELI G BILITY FOR BENEFI TS OR SERVICES. 1. NEI THER THE STATE, A POLI Tl CAL
SUBDI VI SION OF THE STATE, A PUBLI C AUTHORI TY, NOR ANY EMPLOYEE OR AGENT
THEREOF SHALL, | N ANY WAY, CONDI TION ELIGABILITY OR RECEI PT OF SERVI CES
OR BENEFITS BY A VICTI M OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE, AS DEFINED IN TH S ARTI -
CLE, BY REQUI RING THE VI CTI M TO CONTACT THE PERSON WHO PERPETRATED SUCH
DOVESTI C VI OLENCE OR BY REQUI RI NG THE PERSON WHO PERPETRATED SUCH DOVES-
TIC VICOLENCE TO COWLETE ANY FORMS, PROVI DE ANY | NFORMVATI ON, APPEAR | N
PERSON, OR COOPERATE I N ANY OTHER MANNER AS A PART OF SUCH VICTIMS
APPLI CATI ON FOR OR PROCESS OF CERTI FI CATI ON FOR CONTI NUED RECEI PT OF ANY
SERVI CES OR BENEFI TS IN THI S STATE.

2. ALTHOUGH SUCH | NFORVATI ON OR COOPERATI ON SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED AS A
CONDI TION OF ELIG BILITY FOR OR RECEI PT OF SUCH SERVI CES OR BENEFI TS, IN
THE EVENT THE GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT SEEKS ANY SUCH
| NFORMATI ON OR COCPERATI ON, SUCH ENTITY, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT SHALL, |IF
INFORMED CONSENT IS GVEN IN WRITING BY SUCH VICTIM OF DOVESTIC
VI OLENCE, PROVI DE AN | NTERMEDI ARY TO MAKE SUCH CONTACT I N A MANNER THAT
PROTECTS THE PRI VACY, CONFIDENTIALITY AND CURRENT LOCATION OF THE
VICTIM I N THE EVENT THE GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT SEEKS
ANY SUCH | NFORVATI ON OR COOPERATION TO COWPLY W TH ANY FEDERAL LAW

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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REGULATI ON OR MANDATE, SUCH ENTI TY, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT SHALL SO ADVI SE
THE VI CTI M OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AND PROVI DE AN | NTERMEDI ARY TO MAKE SUCH
CONTACT ON BEHALF OF THE VICTIM I N A MANNER THAT W LL PROTECT THE PRI VA-
CY, CONFI DENTI ALI TY AND CURRENT LOCATI ON OF THE VICTI M

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



