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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to the right of free
speech in shopping malls

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The civil rights law is amended by adding a new section 16
to read as foll ows:

S 16. RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH | N SHOPPI NG MALLS. 1. NO PERSON, FIRM OR
CORPORATI ON  OMANI NG  OPERATI NG  MANAG NG, OR OTHERW SE CONTROLLI NG THE
ADM NI STRATI ON OF A SHOPPI NG MALL OR SHOPPI NG CENTER SHALL UNREASONABLY
RESTRI CT ANY PERSON OR PERSONS FROM FREELY SPEAKI NG OR DI STRI BUTI NG
VWRI TTEN MATERI ALS W THI N THE PREM SES OF THE SHOPPI NG MALL OR SHOPPI NG
CENTER, PROVI DED THAT SUCH PERSON SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE ABUSE OF
TH S RI GHT.

2. THE OMNER OF A SHOPPI NG MALL OR SHOPPI NG CENTER SHALL ADOPT WRI TTEN
GUI DELI NES WHI CH SHALL PRESCRI BE PERM SSI BLE TI MES, PLACES AND MANNER OF
RESTRI CTI ONS ON ANY EXPRESSI VE ACTI VI TY PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF
THI S SECTI ON.

3. FOR PURPCSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, "SHOPPI NG MALL" OR " SHOPPI NG CENTER"
SHALL MEAN PRI VATELY OWNED PROPERTY USED FOR COMMERCI AL ACTIVITY THAT
CONSI STS OF AN AGGREGATE OF BUI LDI NGS, SHOPS, STORES, RESTAURANTS, Cl NE-
MAS AND/ OR OTHER COMVERCI AL ESTABLI SHVENTS DESI GNED TO ATTRACT MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLI C FOR THE PURPOSE OF MERCHANDI SI NG AND VWHI CH ARE CONNECTED
BY PUBLIC AREAS OR COMVON WALKWAYS, PLAZAS, PARKI NG LOTS OR BUI LDI NGS
DESI GNED TO PROVI DE THE PUBLI C W TH ACCESS TO THESE COWERCI AL ESTAB-
LI SHVENTS AND/OR TO PROVIDE THE PUBLIC WTH AN OPPORTUNITY TO SIT,
LI NGCER, RELAX, GATHER OR SOCI ALI ZE WHILE VISITING FOR THE PURPCSE OF
PATRONI ZI NG THE COMVERCI AL ESTABLI SHVENTS DURI NG SHOPPI NG HOURS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. A VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
PUNI SHABLE BY THE | MPOSI TION OF A CIVIL PENALTY OF NOT LESS THAN ONE
HUNDRED DCOLLARS NOR MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



