Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

2046
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 11, 2009

Introduced by Sen. DeFRANCISCO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to nmechanical recording
of testinony

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The judiciary law is anmended by addi ng a new section 290-a
to read as foll ows:

S 290-A. MECHANI CAL RECORDI NG OF TESTI MONY. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS NMAY DI RECT
THE USE OF MECHANI CAL RECORDI NG OF TESTI MONY AND OF OTHER PROCEEDI NGS | N
EACH CASE, IN LI EU OF THE TAKI NG OF STENOGRAPHI C NOTES THEREOF, EXCEPT
FOR THE COURTS SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON.

2. THE FOLLONNG COURTS SHALL BE PROH Bl TED FROM USI NG MECHANI CAL
RECORDI NG OF TESTI MONY:

(A) NEW YORK CI TY SUPREME COURTS Cl VIL TERM
NEW YORK CI TY SUPREME COURTS CRI M NAL TERM
NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURTS OQUTSI DE THE CI TY OF NEW YORK;

NEW YORK COUNTY COURTS;

NEW YORK STATE DI STRI CT COURTS, CRIM NAL AND CIVIL JURY TRI ALS;
NEW YORK STATE FAM LY COURTS, DELI NQUENCY CASES;

NEW YORK CITY ClVIL AND CRI M NAL COURTS;

CI TY COURTS QUTSIDE THE CI TY OF NEW YORK;

| ) SURROGATE COURTS, HEARI NG AND TRI AL PARTS.

3. IN THE EVENT THERE ARE NO TRANSFER OR REASSI GNMVENT REQUESTS, AND NO
VI ABLE ELI G BLE LI ST OF STENOTYPE COURT REPORTERS FROM WHI CH TO CANVASS,
THEN AN EMPLOYMENT ANNOUNCEMENT SHALL BE | SSUED TO FILL THE POSI TION ON
A PROVISIONAL OR PER DIEM BASIS. ONLY THEN, WHEN SUCH REMEDI ES ARE
EXHAUSTED AND NO STENOTYPE COURT REPORTERS ARE AVAI LABLE, MAY MECHANI CAL
RECORDI NG OF TESTI MONY BE USED.
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EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE
LEG SLATURE NO LATER THAN MARCH THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN AND ANNU-
ALLY THEREAFTER.  SUCH ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEQ SLATURE SHALL | NCLUDE:
THE TYPES OF TRI AL COURT PROCEEDI NGS IN WHICH MECHANI CAL RECORDING IS
USED THROUGHOUT THE UN FIED COURT SYSTEM AN AUDI T OF ALL ELECTRONI C
RECORDI NG TRANSCRI BERS; AND ALL PURCHASES AND LEASES OF ELECTRONIC
RECORDI NG EQUI PMENT  THAT SHALL BE USED TO RECORD ALL JUDIC AL
PROCEEDI NGS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



