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STATE OF NEW YORK

1990
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 10, 2009

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to wtnesses to a
heal t h care proxy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 2981 of the
public health law, as added by chapter 752 of the laws of 1990, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) A conpetent adult nay appoint a health care agent by a health care
proxy, signed and dated by the adult in the presence of [two] ONE adult
[witnesses] WTNESS who shall also sign the proxy, EXCEPT FOR PERSONS
VWHO RESI DE | N MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES OPERATED OR LICENSED BY THE
OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH OR THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON AND DEVELOP-
MENTAL DI SABILITIES, WHO SHALL SIGN SUCH PROXY I N THE PRESENCE OF TWD
ADULT W TNESSES WHO SHALL ALSO SI GN THE PROXY. Anot her person nmay sign
and date the health care proxy for the adult if the adult is unable to
do so, at the adult's direction and in the adult's presence, and in the
presence of [twd] ONE adult [witnesses] WTNESS who shall sign the
proxy. The [witnesses] WTNESS shall state that the principal appeared
to execute the proxy wllingly and free from duress. The person
appoi nted as agent shall not act as witness to execution of the health
care proxy.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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