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STATE OF NEW YORK

198
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to charges for
certain services rendered by a physician

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general business |law is anended by addi ng a new section
338 to read as foll ows:

S 338. PHYSI Cl AN SERVI CES; CERTAI N CHARGES PRCHI BI TED. 1. EXCEPT FOR
THOSE SERVI CES SPECI FI CALLY EXCLUDED | N AN ADVERTI SEMENT OFFERI NG FREE
SERVI CES OR A MEDI CAL EMERGENCY, A PHYSI Cl AN SHALL NOT CHARGE FOR ANY
SERVI CE RENDERED DURI NG A PERI OD OF SEVENTY- TWO HOURS FROM THE Tl ME SUCH
FREE SERVICE WAS RENDERED. |F SUCH FREE SERVI CE DOES NOT APPLY TO ALL
SERVI CES TO BE RENDERED THE ADVERTI SEMENT SHALL SPECI FY ANY ASSCOCI ATED
OR REASONABLY ANTI Cl PATED SERVICES WH CH ARE NOT | NCLUDED. | N CASES
VHERE A MEDI CAL EMERGENCY |'S | DENTI FI ED, THE PHYSI Cl AN SHALL | NFORM THE
PATI ENT OF SERVICES WH CH MAY BE RENDERED AND ANY RELEVANT CHARCGE FOR
THOSE SERVI CES.

2. | F A PHYSI Cl AN CHARGES A PATI ENT FOR OTHER SERVI CES, THE PHYSI Cl AN
SHALL UPON REQUEST PRODUCE EVI DENCE SUCH OTHER SERVI CES WERE PERFORVED
AT LEAST SEVENTY- TWO HOURS AFTER THE FREE SERVI CE WAS RENDERED OR WERE A
MEDI CAL EMERGENCY.

3. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

A. THE TERM " ADVERTI SEMENT" SHALL MEAN ANY ATTEMPT TO DI RECTLY OR
| NDI RECTLY BY PUBLI CATI ON, DI SSEM NATI ON, OR ClI RCULATION I N PRI NT OR
ELECTRONI C MEDI A WHI CH DI RECTLY OR I NDI RECTLY |INDUCES OR ATTEMPTS TO
| NDUCE ANY PERSON OR ENTITY TO PURCHASE OR ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT TO
PURCHASE SERVI CES, TREATMENT, OR GOODS RELATED THERETO FROM A PHYSI Cl AN
LI CENSED TO PRACTICE IN TH S STATE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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B. THE TERM "PRI NT MEDI A" SHALL | NCLUDE NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZI NES, PERI OD-
| CALS, PROFESSI ONAL JOURNALS, TELEPHONE DI RECTORI ES, Cl RCULARS, HAND-
BI LLS, FLYERS, BILLBOARDS, SIGNS, MATCHCOVERS AND OTHER SIM LAR | TEMS,
DOCUMENTS OR COVPARABLE PUBLI CATI ONS, THE CONTENT OF WHI CH | S DI SSEM
| NATED BY MEANS OF THE PRI NTED WORD.

C. THE TERM "ELECTRONI C MEDI A" SHALL | NCLUDE RADI O AND TELEVI SI ON, OR
COVMUNI CATI ONS MADE BY SOUND EQUI PMENT FROM A MOTOR VEHI CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



