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STATE OF NEW YORK

1808
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 9, 2009

Introduced by Sens. O JOHNSON, FUSCH LLO LAVALLE -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Comrttee on
Agi ng

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to a senior citi-
zen rent exenption and tax abatenent programw thin Suffol k county

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property tax law is anmended by adding a new
section 467-g to read as foll ows:

S 467-G TENANTS SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER W THI N SUFFOLK COUN-
TY. 1. ANY MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON W THI N SUFFOLK COUNTY | S HEREBY AUTHOR-
| ZED TO PROVI DE A PROGRAM OF SENIOR CITIZEN RENT EXEMPTION AND TAX
ABATEMENT PROVIDED THE GOVERNING BQARD OF SUCH MUNI Cl PALI TY, AFTER A
PUBLI C HEARI NG THEREON, ADOPTS A LOCAL LAW OR ORDI NANCE PROVI DI NG THERE-
FOR. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL APPLY TO PERSONS SI XTY-FIVE YEARS OF ACGE OR
OVER, WHO RESIDE |IN RESIDENTI AL RENTAL PREM SES AND WHO ARE HEADS OF
HOUSEHOLDS WHOSE | NCOVES FALL W THIN SPECI FIED LIM TS TO BE ESTABLI SHED
BY SUCH LAW OR ORDI NANCE.

2. THE ELI d BLE HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD SHALL APPLY EACH YEAR, PRI OR TO THE
TAXABLE STATUS DATE PRESCRI BED BY LAW TO THE APPROPRI ATE LOCAL ASSESSOR
FOR A TAX ABATEMENT CERTI FI CATE, ON A FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE
BOARD. AS A REQUI RED PART OF THE APPLI CATI ON PROCESS, EACH APPLI CANT
SHALL ALSO SUBM T AN ACCESSORY AGREEMENT SI GNED BY H'S OR HER LANDLORD,
ATTESTING TO THE LANDLORD S W LLI NGNESS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROGRAM
SUCH AGREEMENT SHALL INCLUDE THE LANDLORD' S RESPONSIBILITIES TO (A
REDUCE THE TENANT'S RENT ON A MONTHLY BASI S BY ONE- TWELFTH OF THE AMOUNT
OF THE ANNUAL EXEMPTI ON GRANTED, (B) REI MBURSE, TO THE RECElI VER OF TAXES
OF THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON WHI CH GRANTED THE EXEMPTI ON, A PRO- RATED
PORTI ON OF THE TAX ABATEMENT I F H S OR HER QUALI FYI NG TENANT SHOULD MOVE
DURI NG THE TAXABLE PERIOD AND (C) PERM T ALL QUALIFYING TENANTS TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROGRAM

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. A TAX ABATEMENT CERTI FI CATE ESTABLI SH NG THE AMOUNT OF EXEMPTI ON
FOR THE TAXABLE PERI OD SHALL BE | SSUED TO EACH HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD WHO
IS ELI G BLE. COPIES OF THE CERTI FI CATE SHALL BE | SSUED TO THE OMNER OF
THE REAL PROPERTY CONTAI NI NG THE RENTAL UNI T OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE-
HOLD AND TO THE RECEI VER OF TAXES OF EACH MUNI Cl PALI TY WHI CH HAS GRANTED
THE ABATEMENT OF TAXES. THE EXEMPTI ON FOR THE TAX PERI OD SET IN THE TAX
ABATEMENT CERTI FI CATE SHALL BE DEDUCTED FROM THE TOTAL TAXES LEVIED BY
THE MUNI Cl PALI TY WHI CH GRANTED THE ABATEMENT ON REAL PROPERTY CONTAI NI NG
THE RENTAL UNIT.

4. ANY CONVICTION OF HAVING MADE A WLLFUL FALSE STATEMENT | N THE
APPLI CATI ON FOR EXEMPTI ON PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE PUNI SHABLE
BY A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED DCOLLARS AND SHALL DI SQUALIFY THE
APPLI CANT SENI OR CI TI ZEN AND/ OR HOVEONNER FROM FURTHER EXEMPTI ONS FOR A
PERI OD OF FI VE YEARS.

5. THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE APPLI CABLE TO ALL RENTAL
UNI TS WHI CH COVPLY W TH ALL RELEVANT HOUSI NG CODES, LOCAL LAWS OR ORDI -
NANCES.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to real
property having a taxable status date on or after such effective date.



