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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 5, 2009

I ntroduced by Sens. FLANAGAN, LITTLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmmittee on Investigations
and Governnent QCperations

AN ACT to anmend the civil rights law, in relation to a private right of
action for the intentional disclosure of the identity of a victimof a
sex crime

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 50-b of the civil rights law, as
anended by chapter 320 of the laws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The identity of any victimof a sex offense, as defined in article
one hundred thirty or section 255.25, 255.26 or 255.27 of the penal |aw,
or of an offense involving the alleged transm ssion of the human i muno-
deficiency virus, shall be confidential. No report, paper, picture,
phot ograph, court file or other docunents, in the custody or possession
of any public officer or enployee, which identifies such a victim shal
be made available for public inspection. No such public officer or
enpl oyee shall disclose any portion of any police report, court file, or
ot her docunent, which tends to identify such a victimexcept as provi ded
in subdivision two of this section. WHERE ANY REPORT, PAPER, PICTURE
PHOTOGRAPH, COURT FILE, PCOLI CE REPORT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WHI CH | DENTI FI ES
OR TENDS TO | DENTI FY SUCH VI CTI M MAY BE SUFFI Cl ENTLY REDACTED TO | NSURE
SUCH VICTIM IS NOT | DENTI FI ED SUCH DOCUMENT MAY BE DI SCLOSED ONLY TO
ASS| ST LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORI TI ES | N | NVESTI GATI NG AND PROSECUTI NG SUCH
OFFENSE.

S 2. The opening paragraph of section 50-c of the civil rights lawis
desi gnat ed subdivision 1 and a new subdivision 2 is added to read as
fol | ows:

2. IF THE IDENTITY OF THE VICTIM OF A SEX OFFENSE | S | NTENTI ONALLY
DI SCLOSED I N VI OLATI ON OF SECTION FIFTY-B OF THIS ARTICLE AND HAS NOT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OTHERW SE BEEN DI SCLOSED, THE VICTIM OR IF THE VICTIM | S DECEASED THE
VICTIM S FAM LY, WHOSE | DENTI TY WAS DI SCLOSED MAY BRING AN ACTION TO
RECOVER DAMAGES ACTUALLY SUFFERED BY REASON OF SUCH WRONGFUL DI SCLOSURE.
I N ANY ACTI ON BROUGHT UNDER THI' S SECTI ON, THE COURT MAY AWARD REASONABLE
ATTORNEY' S FEES TO A PREVAI LI NG PLAI NTI FF.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



