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Introduced by Sens. DI LAN, ADAMS, DI AZ, DUANE, HASSELL- THOVPSON, HUNT-
LEY, KRUEGER, MONTGOVERY, ONORATO, PARKER, SAMPSON, SAVINO, THOWPSON
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to
the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to burial of the
dead

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 141 of the social
services |aw, as anended by chapter 772 of the |laws of 1958, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

(b) Except as otherw se provided the [public welfare] SOC AL SERVI CES
district, town or city which was or would have been responsible for
furnishing public assistance or care to the person while alive shal
provide for the care, renoval and burial of the body of a recipient of
public assistance or care who shall die, or of a person found dead in
the [public welfare] SOCIAL SERVICES district. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
| NCONSI STENT PROVI SION OF LAW THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL
MAKE PAYMENT TO PROVI DE FOR THE CARE, REMOVAL, AND BURI AL OF A RECI PI ENT
OF PUBLI C ASSI STANCE AND CARE WHO DIES, OR OF A PERSON FOUND DEAD I N THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT, I N AN AMOUNT WHI CH SHALL EQUAL THE ACTUAL COST
OF SUCH CARE, REMOVAL, AND BURI AL, PROVIDED HOWEVER, THAT THE LOCAL
SOCIAL SERVICES DISTRICT SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO MAKE PAYMENT I N
AMOUNTS APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABILITY ASSI STANCE
VH CH EXCEED THE AMOUNT SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SION FI VE OF THI S SECTI ON

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 141 of the social services lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (c) to read as foll ows:

(© IN NO CASE SHALL SUCH SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT PAY MORE THAN THE
BALANCE REMAI NI NG TO BE PAI D AFTER THE TOTAL OF THE AMOUNTS PAID OR TO
BE PAI D BY ALL OTHER SOURCES, | NCLUDI NG PAYMENTS MADE OR TO BE MADE BY
SUCH LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED AS ARE I N THE JUDG
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MENT OF SUCH OFFI Cl AL ABLE TO BEAR THE SAME, |'S CREDI TED TO AND DEDUCTED
FROM SUCH EXPENSE

S 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 3 of section 141 of the social
services |law, as added by chapter 772 of the |aws of 1958 and subpara-
graphs 1 and 2 as anended by chapter 110 of the laws of 1971, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

(a) When burial arrangenents for a recipient of public assistance or
care are nmade by relatives or friends of the deceased [and the expense
of such burial does not exceed the anount fixed by the appropriate
public welfare official or the 1local appropriating body for simlar
burials in simlar circunstances], such [public welfare] SOCI AL SERVI CES
of ficial may|[:

(1)] if such relatives or friends were required to pay the expense of
such burial in order to arrange the same, wholly or partly reinburse
them from assets transferred or assigned to such social services offi-
cial by or on behalf of the deceased recipient; but he OR SHE shall not
reinburse a legally responsible relative of the deceased for any part of
the amount paid by him OR HER which in the judgnent of such socia
services official such relative is able to bear; nor shall such officia
expend from such assets for such purpose nore than is permtted by or
pursuant to this section, other provisions of this chapter and regu-
| ations of the department OF FAM LY ASSI STANCE.

[(2) pay part of the expense of such burial, if, and to the extent
and under the circunmstances, permtted by his | ocal policy, which shal
not be inconsistent with this chapter, and the regulations of the
department; but in no case shall such social services official pay nore
than the balance remaining to be paid after the total of the anmounts
paid or to be paid by all other sources, including paynents nade or to
be made by such legally responsible relatives of the deceased as are in
t he judgnent of such official able to bear the same, is credited to and
deducted from such expense. ]

S 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.



