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STATE OF NEW YORK

1637
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 3, 2009

Introduced by Sen. VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the state finance law, in relation to creating an i nde-
pendent budget office to provide various offices with infornmation
which will assist in the discharge of responsibilities related to the
budget ary process

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The state finance |law is amended by adding a new article 17
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE XVI |
| NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE
SECTI ON 250. | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE.
251. PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE; REPORT.

S 250. | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFICE. 1. (A) THERE SHALL BE AN | NDEPEND-
ENT BUDGET OFFI CE TO BE HEADED BY A DI RECTOR WHO SHALL BE APPO NTED UPON
THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY BOARD,
DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF THI'S SECTION, WH CH SHALL BE ESTAB-
LI SHED BY A SPECI AL COW TTEE CONVENED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATI NG SUCH
BOARD. SUCH COWM TTEE SHALL CONSI ST OF AN APPO NTEE OF THE STATE COWP-
TROLLER, AN APPO NTEE OF THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF BUDGET FOR THE
STATE, AN APPO NTEE OF THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, AN
APPO NTEE OF THE MNORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, AN APPO NTEE OF THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND AN APPO NTEE OF THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY.

(B) THE DI RECTOR SHALL BE APPO NTED W THOUT REGARD TO POLI TI CAL AFFI L-
| ATI ON AND SCLELY ON THE BASI S OF FI TNESS TO PERFORM THE DUTI ES ASSI GNED
BY TH S SECTI ON. THE DI RECTOR SHALL HOLD NO OTHER PUBLI C OFFI CE WHI LE
SERVI NG AS THE DI RECTOR  THE DI RECTOR SHALL RECEI VE SUCH COVPENSATI ON
AS MAY BE FI XED BY THE ADVI SORY BOARD. THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF THE DI REC-
TOR FI RST APPO NTED SHALL EXPI RE ON AUGUST FI RST, TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND THE TERM5 OF OFFI CE OF DI RECTORS SUBSEQUENTLY APPO NTED SHALL EXPI RE
ON SUCH DATE | N EACH FOURTH YEAR THEREAFTER. ANY | NDI VI DUAL APPO NTED TO
FILL A VACANCY PRIOR TO THE EXPI RATI ON OF A TERM SHALL SERVE ONLY FOR
THE UNEXPI RED PORTION OF THE TERM AN | NDI VI DUAL SERVI NG AS DI RECTOR AT
THE EXPI RATI ON OF A TERM MAY CONTINUE TO SERVE UNTIL A SUCCESSCR | S
APPQO NTED.

2. THE DI RECTOR SHALL APPO NT SUCH PERSONNEL AND PROCURE THE SERVI CES
OF SUCH EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS, WTH N THE APPROPRI ATI ONS AVAI LABLE
THEREFOR, AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE DI RECTOR TO CARRY OUT THE DUTI ES
AND FUNCTI ONS ASSI GNED HEREI N. SUCH PERSONNEL AND EXPERTS SHALL PERFORM
SUCH DUTI ES AS MAY BE ASSI GNED TO THEM BY THE DI RECTOR

3. THE DI RECTOR SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO SECURE SUCH | NFORMVATI ON, DATA,
ESTI MATES AND STATI STI CS FROM THE AGENCI ES OF THE STATE AS THE DI RECTOR
DETERM NES TO BE NECESSARY FOR THE PERFORVANCE OF THE FUNCTI ONS AND
DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE, AND SUCH AGENCI ES SHALL PROVI DE SUCH | NFORMATI ON,
TO THE EXTENT THAT IT IS AVAI LABLE, IN A TI MELY FASH ON. THE LEGQ SLA-
TURE AND EXECUTI VE SHALL PROVIDE A REPORT TO THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET
OFFICE VWH CH SHALL BE THE RESULT OF THE CONSENSUS ECONOM C AND REVENUE
FORECASTI NG CONFERENCE HELD IN ACCORDANCE WTH SUBDI VISION SIX OF
SECTI ON TVENTY- THREE OF TH S CHAPTER. THE DI RECTOR SHALL NOT BE ENTI TLED
TO OBTAIN RECORDS WHCH ARE PROTECTED BY THE PRI VILEGES FOR
ATTORNEY- CLI ENT  COVMUNI CATI ONS, ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT, OR MNATERI AL
PREPARED FOR LI Tl GATI ON.

4. THERE SHALL BE AN | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY BOARD CONS| ST-
ING OF SIX MEMBERS APPO NTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI VI SI ON
ONE OF THIS SECTION. THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SOCRY BOARD SHALL SERVE FOR
THREE YEAR TERMS AS FOLLOWS: OF THE MEMBERS ORI G NALLY APPA NTED, TWO
SHALL SERVE UNTIL THE THI RTY- FI RST DAY OF MARCH, TWO THOUSAND TEN, TWO
SHALL SERVE UNTIL THE THI RTY-FI RST DAY OF MARCH, TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN,
AND TWO SHALL SERVE UNTIL THE THI RTY-FI RST DAY OF MARCH, TWO THOUSAND
TWELVE. THE MEMBERS SHALL ALL BE | NDI VI DUALS W TH EXTENSI VE EXPERI ENCE
AND KNOALEDGE | N THE FI ELDS OF FI NANCE, ECONOM CS, ACCOUNTI NG,  PUBLIC
ADM NI STRATI ON AND PUBLI C PCLI CY ANALYSI S, | NCLUDI NG AT LEAST ONE FORMER
DI RECTOR OF THE STATE DI VI SI ON OF BUDGET, OR OF A COMPARABLE OFFICE IN
ANOTHER STATE GOVERNMENTAL JURISDICTION IN THE UN TED STATES; ONE
NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED EXPERT IN THE FIELDS OF BUDGET THEORY AND THE
BUDGETARY PRCOCESS; ONE DEAN OR DI RECTOR OR FORVER DEAN OR DI RECTOR OF A
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSI NESS ADM NI STRATI ON LOCATED | N NEW YORK STATE;
ONE DEAN OR DI RECTOR OR FORVER DEAN OR DI RECTOR OF A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
PUBLI C ADM NI STRATI ON OR PUBLI C AFFAI RS OR PUBLI C POLI CY LOCATED I N NEW
YORK STATE; ONE CHAIR OR FORMER CHAI R OF A GRADUATE ECONOM CS DEPARTMENT
OF A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSI TY LOCATED I N NEW YORK STATE; ONE OFFICER OR
FORMER OFFICER OF A CVIC OR PUBLIC I NTEREST ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ON
I NVOLVED | N BUDGETARY MATTERS OR ONE OFFICER OR FORMER OFFICER OF A
HUVAN SERVI CES ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ON | NVOLVED | N BUDGET MATTERS. NO
MEMBER MAY BE REAPPO NTED TO CONSECUTIVE TERMS. VACANCI ES OCCURRI NG
BECAUSE OF THE EXPIRATION OF TERMS SHALL BE FI LLED PROVPTLY ON THE
RECOMMVENDATI ON OF THE ORI G NAL APPO NTI NG MEMBER. EACH OF THE MEMBERS OF
THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL RECEIVE, AS COWENSATION FOR H'S OR HER
SERVI CES HEREUNDER, A PER D EM ALLOMNCE IN THE SUM OF ONE HUNDRED
DOLLARS FOR EACH DAY ACTUALLY SPENT IN THE PERFORVANCE OF H'S OR HER
DUTI ES HEREUNDER, NOT EXCEEDING HOANEVER, THE SUM OF FI VE THOUSAND
DOLLARS | N ANY CALENDAR YEAR, AND, I N ADDI TI ON THERETO, SHALL BE REIM
BURSED FOR ALL EXPENSES ACTUALLY AND NECESSARI LY | NCURRED BY H M OR HER
IN THE PERFORVANCE OF H'S OR HER DUTI ES UNDER THI S ARTI CLE. THE ADVI SORY
BOARD SHALL AT I'TS FI RST MEETI NG I N EVERY EVEN NUMBERED YEAR ELECT, FROM
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AMONG | TS MEMBERS, A CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR WHO SHALL SERVE UNTIL THE
THI RTY- FI RST DAY OF MARCH OF THE NEXT EVEN NUMBERED YEAR.

S 251. POWERS AND DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE; REPORT. 1. THE OFFI CE SHALL:

A. PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO THE LEQ SLATI VE COW TTEES OF THE SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY W TH RESPECT TO THE STATE BUDGET, APPROPRI ATI ON BI LLS AND OTHER
Bl LLS PROVI DI NG BUDGET AUTHORI TY OR TAX EXPENDI TURES;

B. EXAM NE AND REVI EW ALL FI NANCI AL | NFORMATI ON OF THE STATE FOR THE
PURPCSE OF RENDERI NG REVENUE ESTI MATES USED | N DETERM NI NG WHETHER ANY
PROPCSED STATE BUDGET | S BALANCED;

C. BE CHARGED W TH THE DUTY OF RENDERI NG ANTI Cl PATED REVENUE FORECAST
REPORTS TO THE LEG SLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR FOR THE PURPCSES OF FACI LI -
TATI NG PASSAGE OF THE STATE BUDGET I N A TI MELY MANNER; AND

D. PROVIDE ASSISTANCE |IN DETERM NI NG THE FI SCAL | MPACT OF PROPOSED
LEG SLATI ON.

2. THE DI RECTOR MAY APPO NT BUDGET ANALYSTS, ASSI STANTS AND SUCH OTHER
EMPLOYEES AS HE OR SHE MAY DEEM NECESSARY OR DESI RABLE, PRESCRIBE SUCH
EMPLOYEE'S DUTIES AND FIX SUCH EMPLOYEE' S COVPENSATION W THI N THE
AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED AND MADE AVAILABLE THEREFOR. THE DI RECTOR MAY
REQUEST AND SHALL RECEI VE FROM ALL PUBLI C OFFI CERS, DEPARTMENTS, AGEN-
Cl ES AND AUTHORI TI ES OF THE STATE AND I TS PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS,  SUCH
ASS|I STANCE AND DATA AS SHALL BE NECESSARY TO PRQIECT ANTI Cl PATED STATE
REVENUES FOR BUDGETARY PURPCSES.

3. THE DI RECTOR SHALL FROM TI ME TO TI ME PUBLI SH SUCH REPORTS AS MAY BE
APPROPRI ATE TO ENHANCE OFFI Cl AL AND PUBLI C UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE BUDGET-
ARY PROCESS AND OF THE BUDGET DOCUMENTS WHI CH ARE PUBLI SHED. THE DI REC-
TOR SHALL FROM TI ME TO TI ME PUBLI SH SUCH REPORTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY OR
APPROPRI ATE TO PROVIDE SUCH | NFORMVATI ON, DATA, AND ANALYSI S AS WLL
ENHANCE OFFI Cl AL AND PUBLI C UNDERSTANDI NG OF MATTERS RELATING TO STATE
REVENUES, EXPENDI TURES, FINANCI AL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND RELATED
MATTERS.

4. THE DI RECTOR MAY PROCURE, FOR THE OFFICE, UP-TO DATE COWUTER
EQUI PMENT, OBTAIN THE SERVICES OF EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS | N COVWPUTER
TECHNOLOGY, AND DEVELOP TECHNI QUES FOR THE EVALUATI ON OF REVENUE PRQIEC-
TI ONS AND BUDGETARY REQUI REMENTS.

5. THE DI RECTOR SHALL MAKE ALL | NFORVATI ON, DATA, ESTIMATES, AND
STATI STI CS OBTAI NED, AND ALL STUDI ES AND REPORTS PREPARED BY THE OFFI CE,
AVAI LABLE FOR PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON AND COPYI NG DURI NG NORVAL BUSI NESS HOURS
AND SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, FURNI SH A COPY OF ANY SUCH | NFOR-
MATI ON OR REPORT TO ANY PERSON UPON REQUEST AT A REASONABLE COST.

S 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 6 of section 23 of the state finance
| aw, as added by chapter 1 of the laws of 2007, is amended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) On or before March first in each year, the director of the budget
and the secretary of the senate finance conmttee and the secretary of
the assenbly ways and neans conmttee shall issue a joint report
cont ai ning a consensus forecast of the econonmy and estinmates of receipts
for the current and the ensuing state fiscal year. Such estinmates of
recei pts shall include, but not be limted to: expected tax recei pts on
an all-funds basis, projected lottery receipts, and anticipated mscel-
| aneous receipts to be received in the general fund. The estimte of
recei pts for the ensuing fiscal year contained in the report, shall be
all receipts fromsuch sources described in this subdivision avail able
to make di sbursenments authorized by the appropriation bills subnmtted by
t he governor pursuant to section three of article seven of the constitu-
tion for the ensuing fiscal year. THE REPORT SHALL BE DI SSEM NATED TO
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THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE SEVENTEEN OF
TH S CHAPTER

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



