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STATE OF NEW YORK

1557
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 3, 2009

Introduced by Sens. DI AZ, ADAMS, DUANE, HUNTLEY, MONTGOMERY, PARKER - -
read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Conmittee on Aging

AN ACT to amend the elder law, in relation to authorizing the state
office for the aging to inplenent a caregiver support program for
grandparents and other ol der relatives who are caring for children

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The elder law is anended by adding a new section 224 to
read as foll ows:

S 224. GRANDPARENT CAREG VER SUPPORT PROGRAM 1. THE DI RECTOR | S HERE-
BY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED, TO THE EXTENT APPROPRI ATI ONS ARE AVAI LABLE
THEREFOR, TO DEVELOP AND ESTABLISH A GRANDPARENT CAREGQ VER SUPPORT
PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF PROVI DI NG SUPPORT SERVI CES TO GRANDPARENTS OR
OTHER OLDER ADULT RELATI VE CAREGQ VERS WHO ARE PROVI DI NG PRI MARY CARE FOR
A CHI LD.

2. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "GRANDPARENT OR OTHER OLDER ADULT RELATI VE CAREG VERS" SHALL MEAN
A GRANDPARENT OR STEPGRANDPARENT OF A CHI LD OR A RELATIVE OF A CH LD BY
BLOOD OR MARRI AGE VWHO

(1) I'S SIXTY YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, AND

(1) LIVES WTH THE CHI LD, AND

(I'11) PROVIDES PRI MARY CARE FOR THE CHI LD BECAUSE THE BI OLOG CAL OR
ADOPTI VE PARENTS ARE UNW LLI NG OR UNABLE TO SERVE AS THE PRI MARY CARE-
G VER OF THE CH LD, AND

(1V) IS THE CUSTODIAN OR GUARDI AN OF THE CHI LD, OR I S RAI SING THE
CHI LD | NFORMALLY.

(B) "CHI LD' SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VIDUAL WHO | S El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR
YOUNGER.

3. THE GRANDPARENT CAREG VER SUPPORT PROGRAM MAY | NCLUDE, BUT IS NOT
LIMTED TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) THE CREATI ON OF GRANDPARENT CAREG VER RESOURCE CENTERS BY LOCAL
OFFI CES FOR THE AG NG I N NEW YORK STATE,

(B) TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE AND TRAI NI NG FOR GRANDPARENT AND OTHER OLDER
ADULT RELATI VE CAREG VERS SUPPORT GROUPS,

(O | NFORVATI ON AND REFERRAL FOR GRANDPARENT AND OTHER OLDER ADULT
RELATI VE CAREQ VERS,

(D) ASSI STANCE TO GRANDPARENTS AND OTHER OLDER ADULT RELATI VE CAREQ V-
ERS I N GAI NI NG ACCESS TO AVAI LABLE SERVI CES,

(E) COUNSELI NG TO GRANDPARENTS AND OTHER OLDER ADULT RELATI VE CAREQ V-
ERS | N MAKI NG DECI SI ONS AND SOLVI NG PROBLEMS RELATI NG TO THEI R CAREG V-
| NG ROLES, AND

(F) THE PUBLI CATI ON AND DI SSEM NATI ON OF PRI NTED MATERI AL RELATED TO
SERVI CES AVAI LABLE TO GRANDPARENTS AND OTHER OLDER ADULT RELATI VE CARE-
G VERS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



