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STATE OF NEW YORK

1536--B
Cal . No. 101

2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 2, 2009

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, HUNTLEY, KLEIN, ONORATO, SAMPSON -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to the
Committee on Elections -- commttee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said conmttee -- reported
favorably fromsaid comrittee, ordered to a first report and conm tted
to the Conmmittee on Finance -- conmttee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to requiring voter
approval for the abolition or nodification of termlimts for certain
el ected offices

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 1-108
to read as foll ows:

S 1-108. VOTER APPROVAL FOR MODI FI CATI ON OF TERM LI M TS. NOTW THSTAND-
| NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, WHERE THE TERM OF OFFI CE
OF AN ELECTED OFFI Cl AL HAS BEEN LI M TED BY REFERENDUM OR PROPCSI TI ON
( HEREI NAFTER, "REFERENDUM'), A LEGQ SLATI VE BODY W THI N THE GOVERNMENTAL
OR POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON | MPACTED BY THE TERM LI M TATI ON OR RESTRI CTI ON
IS PROH BITED FROM MODIFYING OR ABOLISH NG SUCH TERM LI M TATI ON OR
RESTRI CTI ON BY LEG SLATI VE ACTION. IN ORDER FOR A LEd SLATIVE BODY TO
MODI FY OR ABOLI SH A TERM LI M TATI ON OR RESTRICTION I NI TI ALLY | MPOSED BY
REFERENDUM SUCH LEQ SLATI VE BODY MUST SUBM T A RESOLUTI ON TO THE APPRO
PRI ATE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS OR VOTERS (HEREI NAFTER, "ELECTORS') FOR THEIR
APPROVAL AT A REGULAR OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON ( HERElI NAFTER, " SECOND REFEREN-
DUM') . SUCH RESCLUTI ON SHALL BE ADOPTED BY THE APPROPRI ATE LEG SLATI VE
BODY AT LEAST NI NETY DAYS PRI OR TO THE DATE THAT THE SECOND REFERENDUM
'S CONDUCTED. NO SUCH RESOLUTI ON SHALL BECOVE EFFECTI VE UNTI L APPROVED
BY THE AFFI RVATI VE VOTE OF THE MAJORI TY OF THE APPROPRI ATE QUALI FI ED
ELECTORS VOTING ON SUCH SECOND REFERENDUM THE VOTE ON SUCH SECOND
REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS; PROVI DED THAT SUCH VOTE SHALL BE TAKEN NO
LATER THAN THE FI RST TUESDAY IN MARCH IN THE SAME YEAR THAT A GENERAL
ELECTION IS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD FOR THE OFFI CE OR OFFI CES SUBJECT TO
TERM LIMT MODI FI CATI ON OR ABOLI SHVENT. | F THE APPROPRI ATE LEG SLATI VE
BODY PUTS FORTH SUCH A RESOLUTION AND |F A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST ON
ANY SUCH SECOND REFERENDUM WHEN SUBM TTED AS PROVIDED IN TH' S SECTI ON
SHALL BE I N THE AFFI RVATI VE, THE TERMS OF OFFI CE OF THOSE ELECTED OFFI -

CERS | NCLUDED | N SUCH SECOND REFERENDUM AND THEREAFTER ELECTED SHALL BE
AS PROVIDED | N SUCH SECOND REFERENDUM  THE REFERENDUM PROCESS REQUI RED
BY THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT PROCHIBIT OR IN ANY WAY ALTER THE PROCESS BY
VHCH A TERM LIMTATION CAN BE MODI FI ED OR ABOLI SHED BY A CI TI ZEN OR
PUBLI CLY | NI TI ATED REFERENDUM OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY THE LAW OF THE
RELEVANT JURI SDI CTI ON. THI S SECTI ON SHALL SUPERSEDE ANY OTHER STATE LAW
OR REGULATION, CITY CHARTER OR POLITICAL SUBDI VI SI ON LAW RULE, REGJ

LATI ON, CODE OR ORDI NANCE TO THE CONTRARY. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI'S
SECTI ON THE TERMS "ELECTED OFFI Cl AL" AND "ELECTED OFFI CE" SHALL MEAN AN
ELECTED OFFI Cl AL OR ELECTED OFFI CE OF ANY COUNTY, CITY, MJN ClPALITY,

TOMW, VILLAGE OR POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON, EXCEPT JUDGES OR JUSTI CES OF THE
UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM

S 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2010.



