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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 2, 2009

Introduced by Sens. DeFRANCISCO GRIFFO, LARKIN, LAVALLE, MAZI ARZ
SEWARD, VOLKER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when printed to
be conmitted to the Comm ttee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to requiring filtering
software on conputers in public libraries and schools to prevent
m nors fromview ng i ndecent materials

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 751 of the education law, as
anended by section 4 of part A of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is
amended and a new subdivision 5 is added to read as foll ows:

3. No school district shall be required to purchase or otherw se
acquire software prograns, the cost of which shall exceed an anount
equal to the software factor nultiplied by the sumof the public schoo
district enrollment and the nonpublic school enrollnment in the base year
as defined in subparagraphs two and three of paragraph n of subdi vision
one of section thirty-six hundred two of this chapter UNLESS SUCH SCHOCL
DI STRICT | S REQUI RED TO PURCHASE COWPUTER PROGRAMS OR OTHER SYSTEMS
APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO FI LTER OR BLOCK MATERI AL THAT | S HARMFUL
TO M NORS, AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON 235.20 OF THE PENAL LAW PURSUANT TO
REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

5. A SCHOOL DI STRI CT RECEI VI NG Al D UNDER THI S SECTI ON MUST COVPLY W TH
REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE COW SSI ONER PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
FORTY- TWD OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI VE OF THI S TI TLE

S 2. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 42 to read as foll ows:

42. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVMULGATE REGULATI ONS REQUI RI NG PUBLI C
LI BRARI ES AND PUBLI C SCHOOLS WHI CH UTI LI ZE TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS, COMPUTER
DATA, THE | NTERNET, AND |NFORMATION SYSTEMS, TO UTILIZE COWUTER
PROGRAMS OR OTHER SYSTEMS APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO FI LTER OR BLOCK
MATTER THAT | S DEFI NED AS HARMFUL TO M NORS UNDER SECTI ON 235.20 OF THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PENAL LAW THE | NTERNET SHALL BE DEFI NED AS AN | NTERNATI ONAL COVPUTER
NETWORK OF BOTH FEDERAL AND NON- FEDERAL | NTEROPERABLE PACKET SW TCHED
DATA NETWORKS WHI CH USERS MAY ACCESS THROUGH A SERVI CE PROVI DER. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL PUBLISH A LIST OF SOFTWARE APPROVED BY I T FOR SUCH
PURPCSE AND SHALL MAKE SUCH LI ST AVAI LABLE ON | TS WEBSI TE.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 253-a to
read as foll ows:

S 253-A. INTERNET ACCESS IN A PUBLIC LIBRARY. 1. AS USED IN TH' S
SECTI ON THE TERM "I NTERNET" MEANS A MATRI X OF NETWORKS THAT CONNECTS
COVPUTERS AROUND THE WORLD.

2. | F A PUBLI C LI BRARY OFFERS | NTERNET ACCESS SERVI CES TO THE PUBLI C,
THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF SUCH LI BRARY SHALL BE MANDATED TO | NSTALL SOFTWARE
ON COVPUTER TERM NALS WHI CH ACCESS THE | NTERNET TO RESTRI CT SUCH COVPUT-
ERS FROM RECEI VI NG MATTER THAT | S OBSCENE, AS SUCH TERM |S DEFINED IN
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF SECTION 235.00 OF THE PENAL LAW OR THAT | S DEFI NED
AS HARMFUL TO M NORS UNDER SECTI ON 235.20 OF THE PENAL LAW

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 272 of the education lawis anended by
addi ng a new paragraph mto read as foll ows:

M  EACH PUBLI C LI BRARY WHI CH PROVI DES COVWPUTER | NTERNET ACCESS TO THE
PUBLI C SHALL | NSTALL SOFTWARE OF A TYPE APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT WHI CH
RESTRI CTS ACCESS TO MATERI AL THAT | S OBSCENE, AS SUCH TERM | S DEFI NED I N
SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON 235. 00 OF THE PENAL LAW OR THAT 1S HARMFUL
TO MNORS, AS SUCH TERM | S DEFINED I N SUBDI VI SI ON SI X OF SECTI ON 235. 20
OF THE PENAL LAW ON ANY COWUTER EQUI PMENT OR SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR
PUBLI C USE.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however that sections one, three and four
of this act shall take effect on the one hundred fiftieth day after this
act shall have becone a | aw



