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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 28, 2009

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Crine Victins, Crinme and
Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to enacting the victinis
i nformati on and security act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "victins
i nformati on and security act".

S 2. Legislative intent and findings. The | egislature hereby finds and
deternmines that a need exists to establish a better system of communi -
cation between the victimof crine, or famly nmenber if the victim is
deceased, and the department of correctional services housing the person
responsi bl e for such victim zation. An office of victimwtness services
shall be created with a conprehensive mssion of victimprotection
t hrough t he devel opnent of victim assistance progranms within the depart-
ment of correctional services.

Such a programw || provide the victimwith a resource or clearing-
house to turn to in order to have the nost fundanental questions
answered with respect to the inmate including where the inmate is
confined, when the inmate will be released, what the i nmate's conduct
has been while in prison, when parole hearings wll be held, if the
inmate has escaped or if the inmate has died while in custody of the
department of correctional services.

The legislature further finds that crinme victinms are often subjected
to additional victimzation by increasing anxiety and even fear when
what may seem sinple but extrenely inportant questions are left unan-
swer ed. The purpose of the victims information and security act is to
establish within the departnent of correctional services an office of
victimw tness services where crine victins, wtnesses, famly nenbers
and other individuals designated by law, can turn for answers in
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connection with the incarceration of their assailant. The victin w tness
services office shall pronote and coordinate victins assistance
prograns throughout the state as a tool to protect victinmse and provide
enoti onal and psychol ogical stability.

S 3. The correction law is anmended by adding a new article 6-B to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 6-B
VICTIM S | NFORVATI ON AND SECURI TY ACT
SECTI ON 162. OFFI CE OF VICTI M W TNESS SERVI CES; ESTABLI SHED.
162- A. POAERS AND DUTI ES.

S 162. OFFICE OF VICTIMWTNESS SERVI CES; ESTABLISHED. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY CREATED WTH N THE DEPARTMENT AN OFFICE OF VICTIM W TNESS
SERVI CES.

2. THE HEAD OF SUCH OFFICE SHALL BE THE DI RECTOR OF THE COVMUNI TY
OUTREACH PROGRAM

3. IN CARRYING QUT I TS POAERS AND DUTIES UNDER TH' S ARTICLE, THE
OFFI CE OF VICTI M W TNESS SERVI CES | S ORGANI ZED AND OPERATED TO HAVE AS A
PRI MARY PURPOCSE AIDING VICTIMS, THEIR FAMLY MEMBERS, W TNESSES AND
OTHERS DESI GNATED BY LAW I N ACCESSI NG | NFORVATI ON PERTI NENT TO THE PROB-
ABLE RELEASE OR MOVEMENT OF THEI R ASSAI LANT.

S 162-A. PONERS AND DUTI ES. THE OFFI CE SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG POVERS
AND DUTI ES:

1. TO | MPLEMENT PROGRAMS RELATI NG TO VICTIM W TNESS NOTI FI CATION OF
| NMATE | NFORMATI ON.

2. TO ESTABLI SH A CLEARI NGHOUSE AND DEVELOP A SYSTEM OF COVMUNI CATI ON
BETWEEN THE VICTIM OF A CRIME, THEIR FAMLY MEMBERS, W TNESSES AND
OTHERS AS DESI GNATED BY LAW AND THE DEPARTMENT.

3. TO [INSTITUTE VI CTI M ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES W THI N EACH
DEPARTMENT FACI LI TY.

4. TO ESTABLI SH VI CTI M AWARENESS PROGRAMS FOCUSI NG UPON THE EFFECT AND
| MPACT OF THE CRIME UPON THE VICTIM THEIR FAM LY MEMBERS, W TNESSES AND
OTHERS DESI GNATED BY LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



