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STATE OF NEW YORK

1287
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 28, 2009

I ntroduced by Sens. MONTGOVERY, DI AZ, DUANE, HASSELL- THOWPSQN, SAMPSON,
SCHNEI DERVAN, SERRANO, THOWPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT establishing a denonstration program to facilitate enployers'
efforts in expanding the supply of quality child day care and in
providing related benefits to their enpl oyees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature finds and
decl ares that the need for quality child day care has increased and that
the current supply of such day care does not neet the demand for it. The
| egi sl ature further finds and declares that children benefit from quali -
ty child care

It is the intent of the legislature to facilitate enployer initiatives
in child day care and flexible benefits options in order to increase the
general supply of quality child day care and to provide working parents
with increased options in the care of their children.

S 2. The office of children and famly services is hereby authorized,
wi thin anounts avail abl e therefor by appropriation, to conduct a denon-
stration program wth three existing child care resource and referra
agencies for the purpose of expanding the supply of quality child day
care by facilitating enployers' support, sponsorship and initiative in
the areas of child day care and related benefits options for their
enpl oyees.

Each denonstration project shall provide for the hiring of an enpl oyer
resource specialist, who shall be a person know edgeabl e about busi ness
and whose provision of service during the duration of such program shal
be deenmed to be a part of the enployer child care resource and referra
program services function required of each such agency pursuant to
section 410-q of the social services |aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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Such enpl oyer resource specialist shall do sone or all of the follow
i ng:

(1) conpile a resource file for use by enployers seeking to identify
nodel s and options used by other enployers, in order to provide |inkages
anong enpl oyers;

(2) provide outreach and information to private enployers regarding
the range of child day care and fl exi ble benefits alternatives avail abl e
to them

(3) act as liaison for the business conmunity and state agencies
responsi ble for child day care regul ation;

(4) provide enployers with a resource specialist who understands the
capabilities of various businesses, child care policies and regul ati ons,
and benefits options;

(5) provide technical assistance in the selection and devel opnent of a
particular child care option

(6 i nform enpl oyers of various child care options including, but not
limted to, the foll ow ng:
support of existing comunity and fam |y day care providers;
devel opnent of additional comunity child care slots;
start-up and/or support of on-site or near-site centers;
tax i nformation;
state and | ocal laws and regul ations and | ocal zoning regul ati ons;
participation in consorti a;
flexi bl e benefits and personnel policies;
educati onal prograns for parents;
child day care reinbursenent prograns;
school -age child day care;
organi ze conferences or simlar activities to educate enployers;
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engage in any other activity that will enhance the intent of this
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Such enpl oyer resource specialist shall utilize t he avai |l abl e
resources of the child care resource and referral agency by which he or
she is enpl oyed.

S 3. The conmm ssioner of the office of children and famly services
shall award three contracts to agencies admnistering child care
resource and referral prograns.

(1) Such conm ssioner shall publicize the availability of funds pursu-
ant to this act and shall solicit and evaluate applications prior to
sel ecting agencies to operate prograns funded herein. Such comm ssi oner
shal I :

(a) provide, or arrange for the provision of, technical assistance to
any agency requesting assistance in the conpletion of such application;
and

(b) approve or disapprove applications within 45 days of the receipt
of the initial or nodified applications.

(2) Inreviewing the applications and determ ning the anount of each
contract, such conm ssioner shall consider:

(a) the availability and the accessibility of child care services in
the region to be served by the applicant;

(b) the availability of resources fromother than state sources to the
appl i cant; and

(c) the ability of the applicant to:

(i) provide informati on and technical assistance to private enployers
regarding child day care and flexible benefits options;

(ii) establish relationships with business representatives;
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(ii1) expand resource file to include enployer-supported child care
endeavors;

(iv) provide |inkages between enpl oyers; and

(v) provide full recognition of confidentiality rights of parents and
guar di ans.

S 4. The conm ssioner of the office of children and famly services
shall provide technical assistance to agencies receiving contracts
pursuant to this act, shall assist in inplenentation of services and
shall nonitor the performance of agencies receiving contracts pursuant
to this act to assure that the terms of the <contract are net, that
services are provided in accordance with the intent of this act and that
funds are used as required herein.

Such comm ssioner shall assist agencies awarded contracts to actively
i nvol ve enpl oyers, private businesses, comunity organi zations and ot her
interested individuals and organi zations in the planning, devel opnent,
support and utilization of child care resource and referral services in
the areas served by such agenci es.

The office of children and famly services shall require that a wit-
ten annual eval uation report be nade of each denonstration program wth
copies of such report to be provided to the governor and the |egisla-
ture. Such report shall summarize, based upon nonitoring of such
program the follow ng aspects of such program

(1) the characteristics and nunbers of enployers who received
servi ces;

(2) the characteristics of the options which such enpl oyers sel ect;

(3) the effect that the program has on increasing the availability and
accessibility of child care services and inproving their quality;

(4) the nature of services provided by the program

(5) the inpact of child day care options devel oped or stinmulated by
enpl oyers so as to determ ne whether such programcreates a separate
systemof child care for parents who are working and/or a differentia
system for enpl oyees; and

(6) the cost to the state to admi nister the program

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however that the
commi ssioner of the office of children and famly services shall promul -
gate rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the provisions of this
act prior to such effective date.



