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STATE OF NEW YORK

1236
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 28, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. THOWPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to creating the
central Buffalo housing district and allowi ng certain tax exenptions
and abatenents within such district

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new
section 421-1 to read as foll ows:

S 421-L. ASSESSMENT EXEMPTI ON FOR CERTAI N RESI DENTI AL PROPERTI ES W TH-
| N THE CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUSI NG DI STRICT. 1. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED THE
CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUSING DI STRICT. SUCH DI STRICT SHALL CONSI ST OF THE
GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI S SECTI ON.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAW TO THE
CONTRARY, REAL PROPERTY WHICH QUALIFIES FOR AN ASSESSVMENT EXEMPTI ON
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON AND | S LOCATED W THI N THE CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUS-
ING DISTRICT, AS DESCRIBED IN SUBDI VI SI ON El GHT OF THI S SECTI ON, SHALL
BE EXEMPT FROM TAXATI ON TO THE EXTENT OF ANY | NCREASE | N ASSESSED VALUE
OF RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY RESULTING FROM THE CONSTRUCTI ON OR RECON-
STRUCTI ON OF SUCH PROPERTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF | MPROVI NG SUCH PROPERTY.

3. (A) SUCH QUALI FI ED REAL PROPERTY SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REAL PROPERTY
TAXATION ON THE LESSER OF (L) THE ASSESSED VALUE OF THE PROPERTY OR (2)
THE ASSESSED VALUE OF THE PROPERTY I N THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND TWO MULTI -
PLIED BY THE MEDI AN COUNTY PROPERTY VALUE FOR S| NGLE- FAM LY HOUSES I N
THE COUNTY OF ERIE I N THE MOST RECENT YEAR AND DIVIDED BY THE MEDI AN
PROPERTY VALUE FOR SINGLE-FAMLY HOUSES IN THE COUNTY OF ERIE I N THE
YEAR TWO THOUSAND TWO. (B) SUCH EXEMPTION SHALL NOT EXCEED (1) THE
| NCREASE | N ASSESSED VALUE RESULTI NG FROM CONSTRUCTI ON OR RECONSTRUCTI ON
OF SUCH PROPERTY, OR (2) TWENTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE OF
SUCH PROPERTY AS | MPROVED, OR (3) TWENTY PERCENT OF THE MEDI AN SALE
PRICE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY AS REPORTED |IN THE MOST RECENT SALES

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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STATI STI CAL SUMVARY PUBLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD FOR THE COUNTY OF ERI E,
VWH CHEVER | S LESS.

4. NO SUCH EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE GRANTED UNLESS:

(A) THE PROPERTY 1S WTH N THE GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA THAT COWPRI SES THE
CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUSI NG DI STRI CT, AS DESCRIBED IN TH' S SECTI ON, I N WH CH
SUCH CONSTRUCTI ON OR RECONSTRUCTI ON IS PERM TTED; AND

(B) THE RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY SO CONSTRUCTED OR RECONSTRUCTED IS THE
PRI NCI PAL PLACE OF RESI DENCE OF THE OMER

5. SUCH EXEMPTION SHALL BE APPLI CABLE ONLY TO CONSTRUCTI ON OR RECON-
STRUCTI ON WHI CH OCCURRED SUBSEQUENT TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S
SECTION AND SHALL ONLY APPLY DURI NG TAXABLE YEARS DURI NG WHI CH SUCH
| MPROVEMENT REMAI NS.

6. SUCH EXEMPTI ON FROM TAXATI ON SHALL BE GRANTED UPON AN APPLI CATI ON
MADE ANNUALLY, UPON A FORM TO BE PROMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD, BY THE
OMER OF SUCH PROPERTY TO THE APPROPRI ATE ASSESSCOR IN THE COUNTY OF ERIE
HAVI NG THE POAER TO ASSESS PROPERTY FOR TAXATI ON ON OR BEFORE THE APPRO
PRI ATE TAXABLE STATUS DATE OF SUCH COUNTY OR CI'TY WTH N SUCH COUNTY. IF
THE ASSESSOR | S SATI SFI ED THAT THE PROPERTY | S ENTI TLED TO AN EXEMPTI ON
PURSUANT TO TH'S SECTION, HE OR SHE SHALL APPROVE THE APPLI CATI ON AND
SUCH RESI DENTI AL | MPROVEMENTS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM TAXATI ON AND SPECI AL
AD VALOREM LEVIES, AS PROVIDED IN TH S SECTI ON.

7. ANY CONVICTION OF HAVI NG MADE ANY W LLFUL FALSE STATEMENT I N THE
APPLI CATI ON FOR SUCH EXEMPTI ON SHALL RESULT IN THE REVOCATI ON THEREGCF,
BE PUNI SHABLE BY A CIVIL PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS
AND SHALL DI SQUALI FY THE APPLI CANT OR APPLI CANTS FROM FURTHER EXEMPTI ON
FOR A PERI GD OF FI VE YEARS.

8. THE CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUSI NG DI STRI CT, CREATED IN TH S SECTI ON, AS
LOCATED, BOUNDED AND DESCRI BED AS FOLLOWE:

COMVENCI NG AT THE | NTERSECTI ON OF MAIN STREET AND MANHATTAN AVENUE
RUNNI NG SOUTHERLY ALONG MANHATTAN AVENUE UNTIL | TS | NTERSECTION W TH
CENTRAL PARK; RUNNI NG THENCE WESTERLY ALONG CENTRAL PARK TO | TS | NTER-
SECTION W TH H LL STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH ALONG HI LL STREET TO I TS
| NTERSECTI ON W TH VI CTORI A AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE WEST ALONG VICTORI A
AVENUE TO |ITS |INTERSECTION WTH FI LLMORE AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH
ALONG FI LLMORE AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTION W TH DEWEY AVENUE, RUNNI NG
THENCE EAST ALONG DEWEY AVENUE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH CASTLE PLACE;
RUNNI NG THENCE NORTH ALONG CASTLE PLACE TO I TS | NTERSECTION W TH LEROY
AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE EAST ALONG LEROY AVENUE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH
KENSI NGTON AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG KENSI NGTON  AVENUE
TO |ITS |INTERSECTION WTH OLYMPIC AVENUE, RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH ALONG
OLYMPI C AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH DORRIS AVENUE;, RUNNI NG THENCE
EAST ALONG DORRI' S AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH BAI LEY AVENUE; RUNNI NG
THENCE SOUTH ALONG BAI LEY AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH GERALD AVENUE;
RUNNI NG THENCE EAST ALONG GERALD AVENUE TO |ITS | NTERSECTION WTH
RCEBLI NG AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH ALONG ROEBLING AVENUE TO |ITS
| NTERSECTION W TH E. DELAVAN AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG
E. DELAVAN AVENUE TO I TS |INTERSECTION WTH LONGVI EW AVENUE; RUNN NG
THENCE SOUTH ALONG LONGVI EW AVENUE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH NORTHLAND
AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE WEST ALONG NORTHLAND AVENUE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON
WTH RICKERT AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH ALONG RI CKERT AVENUE TO I TS
| NTERSECTI ON W TH SI DNEY STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WEST ALONG S| DNEY STREET
TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH HUMBCOLDT PARKWAY (AT THE KENSI NGTON EXPRESS-
VAY); RUNNING THENCE SOUTH ALONG HUMBOLDT PARKWAY TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON
W TH | NTER PARK AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE EAST ALONG | NTER PARK AVENUE TO
I TS |INTERSECTION WTH WNCHESTER AVENUE;, RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH ALONG
W NCHESTER AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTION WTH WOODLAWN AVENUE;, RUNNI NG
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THENCE EAST ALONG WOODLAWN AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH DUTTON
AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTH ALONG DUTTON AVENUE TO |ITS | NTERSECTI ON
WTH E. FERRY STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WEST ALONG E. FERRY STREET TO I TS
| NTERSECTION W TH CHELSEA PLACE; RUNNING THENCE NORTH ALONG CHELSEA
PLACE TO SCAJAQUADA STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG SCAJAQUA-
DA STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH GRI DER STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTH
ALONG GRIDER STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH NORTHLAND AVENUE; RUNNI NG
THENCE EAST ALONG NORTHLAND AVENUE TO |ITS | NTERSECTION WTH SCHUELE
AVENUE; RUNNING THENCE SOUTH ALONG SCHUELE AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON
W TH E. FERRY STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WEST ALONG E. FERRY STREET TO ITS
| NTERSECTION W TH DONOVAN DRIVE; RUNNING THENCE SOUTH ALONG DONOVAN
DRI VE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH BOX AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE EAST ALONG BOX
AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH MOSELLE STREET; RUNNING THENCE SOUTH
ALONG MOSELLE STREET TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH WALDEN AVENUE; RUNNI NG
THENCE WEST ALONG WALDEN AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH HOALETT STREET;
RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH ALONG HOALETT STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH SYCA-
MORE STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG SYCAMORE STREET TO THI' S
| NTERSECTION WTH MLLS STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG M LLS
STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH GENESEE STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTHWES-
TERLY ALONG GENESEE STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTION W TH JEFFERSON AVENUE;
RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG JEFFERSON AVENUE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH
VI RG NI A STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WESTERLY ALONG VI RG NI A STREET TO CHERRY
STREET; RUNNING THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG CHERRY STREET TO I TS | NTER-
SECTI ON W TH MORTI MER STREET, RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG MORTI M
ER STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH GENESEE STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE SOUTH
VESTERLY ALONG GENESEE STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH M CHI GAN  AVENUE;
RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG M CH GAN AVENUE TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON
W TH E. TUPPER STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WESTERLY ALONG E. TUPPER STREET TO
| TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH ELLI COTT STREET; RUNNING THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG
ELLI COTT STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH GOCODELL STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE
VWESTERLY ALONG GOODELL STREET TO |ITS |INTERSECTION WTH WASH NGTON
STREET; RUNNING THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG WASHI NGTON STREET TO I TS | NTER-
SECTI ON WTH VI RG Nl A STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WESTERLY ALONG VIRG N A
STREET TO |ITS | NTERSECTI ON W TH MAI N STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHERLY
ALONG MAIN STREET TO I TS I NTERSECTION WTH W UTICA STREET; RUNNI NG
THENCE WESTERLY ALONG W UTI CA STREET TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH LI NWOCD
AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG LINWOOD AVENUE TO |ITS | NTER-
SECTION W TH W DELAVAN AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE EASTERLY ALONG W  DELA-
VAN AVENUE TO ITS |INTERSECTION WTH MAIN STREET; RUNNING THENCE
NORTHEASTERLY ALONG MAIN STREET TO |ITS |INTERSECTION W TH FLORENCE
AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG FLORENCE AVENUE TO I TS | NTER-
SECTI ON W TH CRESCENT AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG CRES-
CENT AVENUE TO ITS |INTERSECTION WTH JEVWETT PARKWAY; RUNNI NG THENCE
VESTERLY ALONG JEVWETT PARKWAY TO I TS I NTERSECTION WTH SUWM T AVENUE;
RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG SUW T AVENUE TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH
RUSSELL STREET; RUNNI NG THENCE WEST ALONG RUSSELL STREET TO ITS | NTER-
SECTION WTH CRESCENT AVENUE; RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG CRES-
CENT AVENUE TO I TS I NTERSECTION W TH AMHERST STREET; RUNNING THENCE
EASTERLY ALONG AMHERST STREET TO | TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH MAI N STREET;
RUNNI NG THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG MAI N STREET TO THE PO NT AND PLACE OF
BEG NNI NG

S 2. Article 4 of the real property tax |law is amended by addi ng a new
title 3-Ato read as foll ows:
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TI TLE 3-A
TAX ABATEMENT FOR CERTAI N COMMERCI AL PROPERTI ES W THI N THE CENTRAL
BUFFALO HOUSI NG DI STRI CT

SECTI ON 497. REAL PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT W THI N THE CENTRAL BUFFALO
HOUSI NG DI STRI CT.

S 497. REAL PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT W THI N THE CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUSI NG
DISTRICT. 1. ANY BUSINESS ENTITY WH CH OMNS REAL PROPERTY OR PROPERTY
W THI N THE CENTRAL BUFFALO HOUSI NG DI STRI CT, AS DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SI ON
SEVEN OF SECTION FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY-ONE-L OF THI'S ARTICLE, SHALL
RECEI VE AN ABATEMENT OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR ERECTI ON OF A NEW BUI LD
ING OR STRUCTURE UPON SUCH REAL PROPERTY OR ADDI TI ON, ALTERATI ON OR
| MPROVEMENT OF EXI STI NG REAL PROPERTY OR PROPERTY, DURING THE BENEFIT
PERI OD AS FOLLOWE:

(A) FOR EACH OF THE FIRST THREE YEARS OF THE BENEFI T PERI OD, THE
ABATEMENT SHALL BE EQUAL TO THE EXPENDI TURES ASSCCIATED W TH THE
| MPROVEMENT OF SUCH REAL PROPERTY OR PROPERTY, PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON,
EXPENDED | N EACH SUCH YEAR.

(B) FOR THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE BENEFI T PERI OD, THE ABATEMENT SHALL BE
EQUAL TO TWO- THI RDS OF THE ABATEMENT IN THE FI RST YEAR OF THE BENEFIT
PERI OD; AND

(© FOR THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE BENEFI T PERI OD, THE ABATEMENT SHALL BE
EQUAL TO ONE- THI RD OF THE ABATEMENT IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE BENEFIT
PERI OD.

2. |F, AS A RESULT OF APPLI CATION TO THE COW SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND
FI NANCE OR A COURT ORDER OR ACTI ON BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND
FI NANCE, THE BILLABLE ASSESSED VALUE | S REDUCED, SUCH DEPARTMENT SHALL
RECALCULATE THE ABATEMENT UTILIZING SUCH REDUCED BILLABLE ASSESSED
VALUE. THE AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN THE ABATEMENT
ORI G NALLY GRANTED AND THE ABATEMENT AS SO RECALCULATED SHALL BE
DEDUCTED FROM ANY REFUND OTHERW SE PAYABLE OR REM SSI ON OTHERW SE DUE AS
A RESULT OF SUCH REDUCTI ON I N Bl LLABLE ASSESSED VALUE, AND ANY BALANCE
OF SUCH AMOUNT REMAI NI NG UNPAI D AFTER MAKI NG ANY SUCH DEDUCTI ON SHALL BE
PAI D TO THE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE W THI N THI RTY DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF MAI LI NG BY SUCH DEPARTMENT OF A NOTI CE OF THE AMOUNT PAYA-
BLE. SUCH AMOUNT PAYABLE SHALL CONSTI TUTE A TAX LIEN ON THE ELId BLE
BU LDING REAL PROPERTY OR PROPERTY AS OF THE DATE OF SUCH NOTI CE AND,
| F NOT PAID WTHI N SUCH THI RTY- DAY PERI OD, PENALTY AND | NTEREST AT THE
RATE APPLI CABLE TO DELINQUENT TAXES ON SUCH ELI G BLE BUI LDI NG REAL
PROPERTY OR PROPERTY SHALL BE CHARGED AND COLLECTED ON SUCH AMOUNT FROM
THE DATE OF SUCH NOTI CE TO THE DATE OF PAYMENT.

3. |IN NO EVENT SHALL THE ABATEMENT FOR THE ELI G BLE PREM SES GRANTED
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON EXCEED THE TAX LIABILITY ALLOCCABLE TO THE
ELI G BLE PREM SES.

4. NO ABATEMENT SHALL EXI ST UNDER THI' S SECTI ON UNLESS SUCH ERECTI ON,
ADDI TI ON, ALTERATI ON OR | MPROVEMENT TO SUCH REAL PROPERTY OR PROPERTY
CONSTI TUTES A SI GNI FI CANT | MPROVEMENT TO SUCH REAL PROPERTY OR PROPERTY.

5. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "BUSI NESS" SHALL MEAN ANY PART-
NERSHI P, CORPORATI ON, SOLE PROPRI ETORSHI P OR LI M TED LI ABI LI TY ENTITY.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law and shall apply to tax years and taxable
status dates beginning on or after January 1, 2009; provided, however,
that effective i mediately, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any
rul es or regul ations necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date is authorized and directed to be made and conpl eted on or
bef ore such effective date.



