LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring Dick Bennett upon the occasion of his
i nduction into the Schenectady School District Athletic Hall of Fane on
Sept enber 14, 2009

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze and pay
tribute to those outstanding athletes who inspired and brought pride to
their school and comrunity by achi evi ng out standi ng success in conpeti -
tion, attaining unprecedented success and the highest | evel of persona
achievenent; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor D ck
Bennett upon the occasion of his induction into the Schenectady School
District Athletic Hall of Fane on Septenber 14, 2009; and

WHEREAS, Considered one of the greatest players of the Si g Makof sk
era, Dick Bennett played varsity basketball at Mnt Pleasant Hi gh Schoo
from 1937 to 1940, finishing with an overall record of 56-4 during his
t hree-year career; he changed his named from Bednarkiewicz to Bennett in
1944; and

WHEREAS, Dick Bennett played on Mont Pl easant Hi gh School Basket bal
Teans that won 37 consecutive ganes and defeated several college fresh-
man squads; in addition, the team captured League Chanpi onshi ps during
his junior and senior seasons and the 1938-39 squad went undefeated; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from Mont Pl easant H gh School, D ck Bennett
attended M chigan State and played parts of two seasons at Siena,
i ncl udi ng being a nenber of Dan Cunha's first team and

VWHEREAS, A starter on the 1941-42 Siena Men's Basketball Team Dick
Bennett averaged 15 points per gane and played a key role in the 37-34
vi ctory over Phil adel phia powerhouse Villanova; Wrld War 1l interrupted
his collegiate career and he showed his |Iove for his country by serving
proudly in the United States Arny; and

WHEREAS, Di ck Bennett played pro basketball in the New York State
League for the Schenectady Conets in 1946 and | ater played for the Sche-
nect ady Packers in the American Basketball League; and

WHEREAS, A nenber of the Mont Pleasant Sports Hall of Fanme, Dick
Bennett al so played exhi bition ganes against the Harlem d obetrotters,
featuring Goose Tatum and Marques Haynes, and the Rochester Royals; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
ual s of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to
express its highest admration for Dick Bennett and to wi sh himcontin-
ued success in all of his future endeavors; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dick Bennett upon the occasion of his induction into the Schenec-
tady School District Athletic Hall of Fame on Septenber 14, 2009; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Dick Bennett.



