LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON congratul ati ng Al ex and Danielle Ganelin upon the
occasion of ~capturing a Gold Medal in Ice Dancing at the 2009 United
States Junior Figure Skating Chanpi onshi ps

WHEREAS, Excell ence and success in conpetitive sports can be achieved
only through strenuous practice, teamplay and teamspirit, nurtured by
dedi cated coachi ng and strategic planning; and

WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition enhances the noral and physical devel op-
ment of the young people of this State, preparing themfor the future by
instilling in themthe value of teamwrk, encouraging a standard of
healthy living, inparting a desire for success and devel opi ng a sense of
fair play and conpetition; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze and pay
tribute to those young people wthin the State of New York who have
i nspired and brought pride to their school and comunity by achieving
out st andi ng success in athletic conpetition; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to congratu-
late Alex and Danielle Ganelin upon the occasion of capturing a Gold
Medal in Ice Dancing at the 2009 United States Junior Figure Skating
Chanpi onshi ps in Lake Pl acid, New York; and

WHEREAS, Born in Boston, Alex and Danielle Ganelin have al ways want ed
to be ice dancers; they saw their first conpetition on television when
they were three and announced they wanted to do the sane; and

WHEREAS, The family noved to North Merrick in 1998, to be nearer to
famly menbers on Long Island and Alex and Danielle Ganelin skated for
the first time at the age of seven during a birthday party at the
Newbri dge Arena in Bell nore; and

WHEREAS, Alex and Danielle Ganelin started taking basic skating
| essons in 2000 and teaned up for the first tinme in 2003; representing
the Skating Club of New York, they are qualified nmenbers of the United
States Figure Skating Association and have won bronze, silver and ot her
gold nedals in regional contests since beginning conpetition in the
2006- 07 season; and

WHEREAS, Al ex and Danielle Ganmelin currently practice 28 hours a week,
as well as taking ballet and ballroomdance |essons at a Geenval e
studio, and weight training and high-intensity calisthenics at a Bell-
nmore gym and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, Alex and Danielle Ganelin travel twice a week to
Monmout h Junction, New Jersey, where Russian A ynpic Gold nmedalist Evge-
ny Platov, an inspiration since they first saw himice dancing on tele-
vision in 1996, is one of their trainers and choreographs their "free
dance" routines; and

WHEREAS, After attending |ocal public schools through ei ghth grade,
Al ex and Danielle Ganelin are now enrolled in the flexible prograns of
Laurel Springs School, a private K12 distance-|earning program based in
Qai, California, where they are taking honors classes in world history,
literature and foreign | anguage, anong ot her subjects; and

WHEREAS, Poi sed eagerly with enthusiasm and determ ned purpose, Al ex
and Danielle Ganelin now stand honorably, wth just pride in their
acconpl i shnents and in eager anticipation of future challenges, under-
standing and appreciating the caring counsel and support provided by
their coaches, fanmly and friends; and

WHEREAS, Wth Al ex and Danielle Ganelin throughout have been their
parents, Lee and Donna Ganelin, both of whomfeel privileged to be a
part of their lives and rejoice in their many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when young
peopl e of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-



tion, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Al ex and Danielle Ganelin upon the occasion of capturing a
Gold Medal in Ice Dancing at the 2009 United States Junior Figure Skat-
i ng Chanpi onships, and to extend to themits best wi shes for a future of
pur poseful success and well-being, fully confident of their response to
a promsing future and appreciative of the nodel they represent for al
aspiring young people of the Enpire State; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Alex and Danielle Ganelin.



