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STATE OF NEW YORK

9479
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 6, 2010

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER, JAFFEE, CAHI LL, ZEBROWBKI, SKARTADCS
GALEF, RABBI TT, CALHOUN, MOLINARO -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to amend the public authorities law and the tax law, in relation
to requiring the netropolitan transportation authority to renegotiate
the joint service operating agreenent with the state of Connecti cut

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature recognizes
that transit riders within the counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam and
Rockl and conprise only one percent of the conbi ned popul ati on of these
counties; only ten percent of all Metro-North Cormuter Railroad riders
and only two tenths of one percent of New York city subway riders.

The legislature further recognizes that under chapter 25 of the | aws
of 2009, these four counties have been nandated to contribute nore than
ninety mllion dollars in added revenues to the netropolitan transporta-
tion authority to supplement the two hundred seventy-five million
dollars in county paynents already being made to the authority every
year.

The | egislature acknow edges that this | evel of paynent totaling over
three hundred sixty-five mllion dollars annually or close to thirty-two
t housand dollars per transit rider reflects an unfair burden on resi-
dents of these counties in which the overwhelmng najority of residents
receive no transit services fromthe netropolitan transportati on author-
ity at all.

The | egislature further recogni zes that twenty-six percent of Metro-
North Commuter Railroad transit riders are Connecticut residents who
were not asked to contribute to the metropolitan transportation authori -
ty operating deficit bailout formul ated under chapter 25 of the |laws of
2009.

It is not the intent of the legislature within this legislation to
negatively inpact the level of revenue flowing to the netropolitan
transportation authority. It is however the legislature's intent to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ensure fairness to the residents of the counties of Dutchess, O ange,
Put nam and Rockl and by elimnating the netropolitan commuter transporta-
tion tax inposed upon the residents of these four counties; and requir-
ing the nmetropolitan transportation authority to renegotiate the joint
service operating agreenent between the authority and the state of
Connecticut to reflect equity based on utilization.

S 2. Section 1266 of the public authorities law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 19 to read as foll ows:

19. THE AUTHORITY IS REQUI RED BY MARCH THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN
TO

(A) RENEGOTI ATE THE JO NT SERVI CE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AUTHORI TY AND
THE STATE OF CONNECTI CUT RELATED TO THE OPERATI ON OF THE METRO NORTH NEW
HAVEN LINE TO (1) REQU RE CONNECTICUT TO SET NEWHAVEN LINE FARE
| NCREASES AT LEVELS NECESSARY TO SUSTAI N EQUI VALENT FARE LEVELS BETWEEN
NEW YORK STATE RESIDENTS RI DI NG THE METRO NORTH COVMMUTER RAI LROAD AND
CONNECTI CUT RESI DENTS RI DI NG THE METRO- NORTH COVWUTER RAILROAD, (I1)
REQUI RE THAT CONNECTI CUT OPERATING DEFICI T SUBSI DY PAYMENTS SHALL BE
BASED ON CONNECTI CUT RESI DENT UTI LI ZATION OF THE METRO NORTH COVMUTER
RAI LROAD AND CONNECTI CUT RESI DENT UTI LI ZATI ON OF THE NEW YORK CI TY TRAN
SIT AUTHORITY WTH SUCH SUBSI DI ES TO BE DETERM NED BY MULTI PLYI NG THE
CONNECTI CUT RESI DENT UTI LI ZATI ON PERCENTAGES FOR THE METRO- NORTH COVMUJ-
TER RAILROAD AND THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY BY THE RESPECTI VE
BASELI NE OPERATI NG DEFI CI T OF THESE OPERATI NG ENTI TI ES PRI OR TO SUBSI DY
ADJUSTMENTS AND PRI OR TO | NCREASED REVENUES PROVI DED TO THE AUTHORI TY BY
NEW YORK STATE RESI DENTS PURSUANT TO PAYMENTS MANDATED BY CHAPTER TVEEN-
TY-FIVE OF THE LAWS OF TWD THOUSAND NI NE, AND (111) PROVIDE FOR RETROAC
TI VE LUMP SUM PAYMENTS DUE FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT RELATED TO
CALENDAR YEAR TWD THOUSAND NI NE; OR

(B) REDUCE SERVI CES AND EXPENSES RELATED TO THE METRO NORTH NEW HAVEN
LI NE OPERATI ON BY AN AMOUNT WHI CH PRODUCES RECURRING SAVINGS TO THE
AUTHORI TY WHI CH ARE EQUI VALENT TO THE | NCREASED JO NT SERVI CE AGREEMENT
PAYMENTS VWHI CH WOULD BE DETERM NED UNDER PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI -
Sl ON.

S 3. Subdivision (a) of section 800 of the tax |aw, as added by
section 1 of part C of chapter 25 of the laws of 2009, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(a) Metropolitan comuter transportation district. The netropolitan
commut er transportation district ("MCTD') neans the area of the state
included in the district created and governed by section twelve hundred
sixty-two of the public authorities law, PROVIDED HOMNEVER, THAT THE
COUNTI ES OF DUTCHESS, ORANGE, PUTNAM AND ROCKLAND SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM
THIS DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S ARTI CLE AND ANY REVENUES PREVI -
QUSLY COLLECTED FROM W THI N THESE COUNTI ES SHALL BE REI MBURSED TO EACH
PAYOR BY MARCH THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



