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STATE OF NEW YORK

939
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A MDONOUGH, GALEF -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to amend the public service |law and the state finance law, in
relation to enacting the accessible electronic information act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature finds and
decl ares all of the follow ng:

(a) Thousands of citizens in New York have disabilities (including
bl i ndness or visual inpairnent) that prevent them from usi ng conven-
tional print material.

(b) The state fulfills an inportant responsibility by providing books
and nmgazines prepared in Braille, audio and | arge-type formats nade
avai l able to eligible blind and di sabl ed persons.

(c) The technol ogy, transcription nmethods and neans of distribution
used for these materials are |abor-intensive and cannot support rapid
di ssenmination to individuals in rural and urban areas throughout the
state.

(d) Lack of direct and pronpt access to information included in news-
papers, magazi nes, newsletters, schedul es, announcenents and ot her tine-
sensitive materials, |imts educational opportunities, literacy and ful
participation in society by blind and di sabl ed persons.

(e) This Iimtation can best be overcone through use of high-speed
conmputer and telecomrunications technology, conbined with custom zed
software, providing a practical and cost-effective neans to convert
el ectronic text-based information (including daily newspapers) into
synthetic speech suitable for statewide distribution with nodern tele-
comuni cati ons technol ogy.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(f) Low cost interstate tel econmunications rates nmake distribution of
el ectronic text-based infornmation to eligible users both efficient and
cost-effective for the state.

(g) Federal funds have been used to devel op the technol ogy and infras-
tructure needed for statewide toll-free access to daily newspapers and
other tinely information of local, state and national interest through a
service known as NFB- NEWSLI NE, providing an efficient and cost-effective
nmeans of reader registration, content acquisition and interstate tele-
comuni cati ons support.

(h) Use of this accessible electronic information service will enhance
the state's current efforts to neet the needs of blind and disabl ed
citizens for access to information which is otherwise available in
print, thereby reducing isolation and supporting full integration and
equal access for such individuals.

S 2. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"accessible electronic information act".

S 3. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 92-g to
read as foll ows:

S 92-G ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON; BLI ND AND DI SABLED PERSONS.
1. THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF NEW YORK SHALL PROVI DE AN
ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FOR ELI G BLE BLIND AND DI SA-
BLED PERSONS. THI S SERVICE SHALL BE PLANNED FOR CONTI NUATI ON FROM YEAR
TO YEAR AND MAKE MAXI MUM USE OF FEDERAL AND OTHER FUNDS AVAI LABLE BY
OBTAI NI NG GRANT OR | N-KI ND SUPPORT FROM APPROPRI ATE PROGRAMS AND SECUR-
I NG ACCESS TO LOWCOST | NTERSTATE RATES FOR TELECOWWUNI CATI ONS BY
REI MBURSEMENT OR OTHERW SE.

2. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS, UNLESS OTHERW SE | NDI CATED:

(A) "ACCESSIBLE ELECTRONI C | NFORVATI ON SERVI CE'" MEANS NEWS AND OTHER
TI MELY | NFORMATI ON (| NCLUDI NG NEWSPAPERS) PROVI DED TO ELI G BLE | NDI VI D-
UALS FROM A MULTI - STATE SERVI CE CENTER, USI NG H GH SPEED COVPUTERS AND
TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS TECHNOLOGY FOR | NTERSTATE ACQUI SI TI ON OF CONTENT AND
RAPI D DI STRI BUTI ON I N A FORM APPROPRI ATE FOR USE BY SUCH | NDI VI DUALS.

(B) "BLIND AND DISABLED PERSONS' MEANS THOSE | NDI VI DUALS WHO ARE
ELI G BLE FOR LI BRARY LOAN SERVI CES THROUGH THE LI BRARY OF CONGRESS AND
THE STATE LIBRARY FOR THE BLI ND AND PHYSI CALLY HANDI CAPPED PURSUANT TO
36 CFR 701.10(B).

(© "DIRECTOR' MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE NATI ONAL FEDERATION OF THE
BLI ND OF NEW YORK.

(D) "QUALIFIED ENTITY" MEANS THE NATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF THE BLI ND OF
NEW YORK WHI CH:

(1) PROVI DES | NTERSTATE ACCESS FOR ELIG BLE PERSONS TO READ DAILY
NEWSPAPERS PRODUCI NG AUDI O EDI TI ONS BY COVPUTER, AND

(1'l) PROVIDES A MEANS OF PROGRAM ADM NI STRATI ON AND READER REQ STRA-
TI ON ON THE | NTERNET.

S 4. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-q to
read as foll ows:

S 99-Q ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVICE FUND. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY ESTABLI SHED | N THE CUSTODY OF THE STATE COWTROLLER A SPECI AL
REVENUE FUND TO BE KNOAWN AS THE "ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORVATI ON
SERVI CE FUND".

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF THE MONEYS TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM THE
ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FUND BY THE COMPTROLLER PURSU-
ANT TO SECTION N NETY-FIVE OF TH' S ARTI CLE. NOTHI NG CONTAI NED IN THI S
SECTI ON SHALL PREVENT THE STATE FROM RECEI VI NG GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS
FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON  SERVI CE  FUND
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AND DEPGCSI TING THEM | NTO THE ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORVATI ON SERVI CE
FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. THE ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FUND SHALL BE ADM N-
| STERED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COW SSION, |IN CONSULTATION WTH THE
DI RECTOR OF THE NATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF THE BLI ND OF NEW YORK, | N ACCORD-
ANCE WTH THI' S SECTI ON

4. |IN ORDER TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM DESCRI BED I N SECTI ON NI NETY- TWO G
OF THE PUBLI C SERVI CE LAW THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COMWM SSI ON SHALL REQUI RE
ALL LOCAL EXCHANGE TELECOVMUNI CATIONS COWANI ES TO | MPCSE A PERI ODI C
SURCHARGE ON BI LLS RENDERED TO ALL LOCAL EXCHANGE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS
COVPANY SUBSCRI BERS

5. THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DI RECTOR OF
THE NATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF THE BLI ND OF NEW YORK SHALL ANNUALLY DETER-
M NE THE AMOUNT OF THE SURCHARGE BASED ON THE AMOUNT OF FUNDI NG NECES-
SARY TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON NI NETY-TWO- G OF THE
PUBLI C SERVI CE LAW

6. THE AMOUNT OF THE SURCHARGE W LL BE ONE CENT PER ACCESS LINE PER
MONTH AS DETERM NED BY THE DI RECTOR OF THE NATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF THE
BLI ND OF NEW YORK | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

7. LOCAL EXCHANGE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS COVMPANI ES SHALL REM T THE AMOUNT
RECEI VED FROM THE SURCHARGE TO THE DI RECTOR OF THE NATI ONAL FEDERATI ON
OF THE BLI ND OF NEW YORK LESS ANY AMOUNT ALLOWED FOR ADM NI STRATION, IN
ACCORDANCE W TH A SCHEDULE DETERM NED BY THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
I N CONSULTATI ON W TH SUCH DI RECTOR

S 5. Subdivision 3 of section 95 of the state finance |aw, as anended
by chapter 516 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. \Wienever the anount of noneys in the abandoned property fund as of
the | ast day of any nonth shall exceed the greater of the sum of six
mllion dollars or an anobunt which in the conptroller's sole discretion
is necessary to satisfy clains against such fund during the imrediately
succeeding nonth, the conptroller shall draw a warrant or voucher upon
such special fund for the anbunt in excess of such sum and shall pay
such ampount into the state treasury to the credit of the [general fund]
ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FUND, ESTABLISHED | N SECTI ON
NI NETY-NINE-Q OF THI' S ARTI CLE. Notwi t hstandi ng the foregoing, the conp-
troller and the director of the budget or their respective designees
shall review the bal ance remaining in the abandoned property fund as of
the | ast day of the nonths of March, June, Septenber and Decenber in
each year, as soon as practicable after each such date, and nmay nutual ly
agree upon an amount to be paid fromsuch fund into the state treasury
to the credit of the [general fund] ACCESSIBLE ELECTRONIC | NFORVATI ON
SERVI CE FUND, ESTABLISHED IN SECTION N NETY-N NE-Q OF THI S ARTI CLE
whi ch nmay cause the balance in such fund to fall below six mllion
dol l ars; provided, however, in no event shall the anpbunt of nobneys in
t he abandoned property fund exceed seven hundred fifty thousand dollars
at the end of the |ast day of the fiscal year.

S 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |aw Provi ded, however, that effective ime-
di ately, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



