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STATE OF NEW YORK

922
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A Del MONTE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anmend the alcoholic beverage control |aw and the general
municipal law, in relation to permtting social card games to be
pl ayed in certain establishnents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The al coholic beverage control law is anmended by adding a
new section 101-bb to read as foll ows:

S 101-BB. SOCI AL CARD GAME. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER LAW RULE OR
REGULATI ON TO THE CONTRARY, | NCLUDI NG SECTI ON 225.05 OF THE PENAL LAW
THE COWON COUNCIL OR OTHER LOCAL LEG SLATIVE BODY OF ANY MUNI ClI PALI TY
MAY, ElI THER BY LOCAL LAW OR ORDI NANCE, PROVIDE THAT IT SHALL BE LAWUL
FOR ANY CHARI TABLE AND/ OR NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON LI CENSED TO SELL
BEER, WNE OR LI QUOR AT RETAIL FOR CONSUWPTION ON THE PREM SES, TO
CONDUCT SOCI AL CARD GAMES ON THE PREM SES AND ADVERTI SE SUCH EVENTS.

2. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON THE FOLLOWN NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATI ON' SHALL MEAN ANY BENEVOLENT, PHI LANTHROP-
| C, PATRIOTI C, OR ELEEMOSYNARY PERSON OR ONE PURPORTI NG TO BE SUCH.

(B) "NOT-FOR-PROFI T ORGAN ZATI ON' SHALL MEAN AN ENTI TY FORVED UNDER
THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW

(C) "SOCI AL CARD GAME' SHALL MEAN A TOURNAMENT CARD GAME THAT IS
PREDOM NATELY A GAME OF SKI LL, PLAYED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE HOUSE RULES
AS ESTABLISHED BY AN ORGAN ZATI ON AUTHORI ZED BY THE STATE RACI NG AND
VWAGERI NG BOARD AND APPROVED BY THE STATE RACI NG AND WAGERI NG BOARD. THE
RULES SHALL BE POSTED AND DI STRI BUTED | N THE ESTABLI SHVENT WH CH W LL
CONDUCT THE TOURNANMENT.

(D) "TOURNAMENT" SHALL MEAN SOCI AL CARD GAMES WHI CH ARE CONDUCTED I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) THE ADM SSI ON MAY BE FREE AND SHALL BE NO MORE THAN FI FTY DOLLARS
PER PERSON.

(2) THE GAME SHALL BE FULLY PLAYED OQUT W THI N TWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF
COMMENCEMENT OF THE GAME.

(3) THE W NNERS SHALL BE AWARDED THEI R PRI ZES AT THE CONCLUSI ON OF THE
TOURNAMENT.

(4) PLAYERS SHALL NOT BET ANYTHI NG OF MONETARY VALUE ON A CARD, SERI ES
OF CARDS, CARD GAME, OR SERI ES OF CARD GAMES.

(5) PLAYERS MAY BE | SSUED CH PS TO BE USED FOR PLAYI NG THE GAME AND TO
DETERM NE THE ULTI MATE W NNER OF EACH GAME, SERIES OF GAMES OR THE TOUR-
NAMENT.

(6) PRI ZES SHALL BE AWARDED BASED ON THE BEST POKER HAND FOR EACH GAME
OR SERI ES OF GAMES.

(7) A GRAND PRI ZE MAY BE AWARDED TO THE BEST PLAYER OF THE TOURNAMENT

(8) MERCHANDI SE PRI ZES MAY ALSO BE AWARDED.

(9) NO SINGLE PRI ZE SHALL EXCEED FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO SERI ES OF
PRI ZES SHALL EXCEED ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR A SOCI AL CARD GAME OR TOUR-
NAMENT.

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 186 of the general nunicipal Iaw, as
anended by section 5 of part B of chapter 383 of the |laws of 2001, is
amended to read as foll ows:

3. "Ganes of chance" shall nean and include only the ganes known as
“mer chandi se wheel s", "coin boards"”, "nmerchandi se boards”, "seal cards"”
"“raffles", [and] "bell jars", AND "SOCI AL CARD GAMES' and such ot her
speci fic games as nmay be authorized by the board, in which prizes are
awar ded on the basis of a designated w nning nunber or nunbers, color or
colors, synbol or synbols determ ned by chance, but not including ganes
commonly known as "bingo or lotto" which are controlled wunder article

fourteen-H of this chapter and al so not including "bookmaking", "policy
or nunbers ganmes" and "lottery" as defined in section 225.00 of the
penal law. No game of chance shall involve wagering of noney by one

pl ayer agai nst anot her pl ayer.

S 3. Section 186 of the general nunicipal law is anended by adding
t hree new subdivisions, 3-e, 3-f and 3-g to read as foll ows:

3-E. "SOCIAL CARD GAME" SHALL MEAN A TOURNAMENT CARD GAME THAT IS
PREDOM NANTLY A GAME OF SKI LL, PLAYED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE HOUSE RULES
AS ESTABLI SHED BY AN ORGANI ZATI ON AUTHORI ZED BY THE BOARD AND APPROVED
BY THE BOARD. THE RULES SHALL BE POSTED AND DI STRI BUTED | N THE ESTAB-
LI SHVENT VWHI CH W LL CONDUCT THE TOURNAMENT

3-F. "CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATI ON' SHALL MEAN ANY BENEVOLENT, PHI LANTHROP-
| C, PATRIOTI C, OR ELEEMOSYNARY PERSON OR ONE PURPORTI NG TO BE SUCH

3-G "NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON' SHALL MEAN AN ENTITY FORVED UNDER
THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW

S 4. Subdivisions 5 and 6 of section 189 of the general nunicipal |aw,
as anended by chapter 337 of the |aws of 1998, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

5. No single prize awarded by ganes of chance other than raffle shal
exceed the sum or value of +three hundred dollars, except that for
nmer chandi se wheel s, no single prize shall exceed the sumor value of two
hundred fifty dollars. No single prize awarded by raffle shall exceed
the sum or value of fifty thousand dollars, except that an authorized
organi zation may award by raffle a single prize having a value of up to
and including one hundred thousand dollars if its application for a
license filed pursuant to section one hundred ninety of this article
includes a statenent of its intent to award a prize having such val ue.
FOR A SOCI AL CARD GAME, NO SINGLE PRIZE SHALL EXCEED FIVE HUNDRED
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DOLLARS AND NO SERIES OF PRI ZES SHALL EXCEED ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. No
singl e wager shall exceed six dollars and for bell jars, coin boards, or
mer chandi se boards, no single prize shall exceed five hundred dollars
provi ded, however, that such |imtation shall not apply to the anount of
noney or value paid by the participant in a raffle in return for a tick-
et or other receipt. For coin boards and nerchandi se boards, the val ue
of a prize shall be determined by its costs to the authorized organiza-
tion or, if donated, its fair market val ue.

6. No authorized organi zation shall award a series of prizes consist-
ing of cash or of nerchandise with an aggregate value in excess of ten
t housand dol l ars during the successive operations of any one nerchandi se
wheel, and three thousand dollars during the successive operations of
any bell jar, coin board, or nerchandise board. No series of prizes
awarded by raffle shall have an aggregate val ue in excess of one hundred
t housand dollars. NO SERIES OF PRI ZES AWARDED BY A SCClI AL CARD GAME
SHALL HAVE AN AGGREGATE VALUE | N EXCESS OF FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. For
coi n boards and nerchandi se boards, the value of a prize shall be deter-
mned by its cost to the authorized organization or, if donated, its
fair market val ue.

S 5. Subdivision 8 of section 189 of the general nunicipal law, as
anended by chapter 550 of the laws of 1994, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

8. Except for nerchandise wheels [and], raffles, AND SOC AL CARD
GAMES, no series of prizes on any one occasion shall aggregate nore than
four hundred dollars when the |icensed authorized organi zati on conducts
five single types of games of chance during any one |I|icense period.
Except for nerchandise wheels, raffles and bell jars, no series of
prizes on any one occasion shall aggregate nore than five hundred
dollars when the |Iicensed authorized organization conducts |ess than
five single types of games of chance, exclusive of nerchandi se wheels,
raffles and bell jars, during any one license period. No authorized
organi zation shall award by raffle prizes with an aggregate value in
excess of one hundred thousand dollars during any one |icense period.

S 6. Section 189 of the general nunicipal |aw is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-A. SOCI AL CARD GAMES SHALL BE PERM TTED ONLY TO CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZA-
TI ONS AND/ OR NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS, AS DEFINED I N SUBDI VI SI ONS
THREE- F AND THREE- G OF SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY-SI X OF TH S ARTI CLE

S 7. Subdivision 3 of section 194 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
anended by chapter 550 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Servi ce of alcoholic beverages. Subject to the applicable
provi sions of the al coholic beverage control |law, beer my be offered
for sale during the conduct of games of chance on ganes of chance prem
i ses as such prem ses are defined in subdivision nineteen of section one
hundred eighty-six of this article; provided, however, that nothing
herein shall be construed to limt the offering for sale of any other
al coholic beverage in areas other than the ganes of chance prem ses or
the sale of any other alcoholic beverage in prem ses where only the
ganmes of chance known as bell jar [or], raffles, OR SOCIAL CARD GAMES,
OR ANY COMVBI NATI ON THERECF, are conduct ed.

S 8. Section 195-b of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
252 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 195-b. Frequency of games. No ganme or ganes of chance, shall be
conducted under any license issued under this article nore often than
twelve tines in any cal endar year. No particul ar prem ses shall be used
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for the conduct of ganmes of chance on nore than twenty-four |[|icense
periods during any one calendar year. Ganes shall be conducted only
bet ween the hours of noon and m dni ght on Monday, Tuesday, Wdnesday and
Thursday, and only between the hours of noon on Friday and two A M
Sat urday, and only between the hours of noon on Saturday and two A M
Sunday. The two A.M closing period shall also apply to a | egal holiday.
The above restrictions shall not apply when only the ganmes of chance
known as bell jar [and/or], raffle, OR SOCI AL CARD GAMES, OR ANY COMBI -
NATI ON THEREOF, are conduct ed.

S 9. Section 195-f of the general nunicipal |aw is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. IN ADDITION TO ANY REPORTING REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH IN TH' S
SECTI ON, THE FEE WHI CH SHALL BE COLLECTED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK FOR
EACH OCCASI ON OF SOCI AL CARD GAMES SHALL BE ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

S 10. The general nmunicipal |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
195-9gq to read as fol |l ows:

S 195-QQ SOCI AL CARD GAMES COWPLI ANCE AND ENFORCEMENT. I N THE CASE OF
SOCI AL CARD GAMES, THE BOARD SHALL PROMULGATE ALL RULES AND REGULATI ONS
NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE PROPER CONDUCT OF THE GAME AND FAI R PLAY FOR ALL
PARTI Cl PANTS. THI' S SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO REGULATI ONS TO
ELI M NATE PLAYER COLLUSI ON.

S 11. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day
after it shall have beconme a |law, provided, however, that the state
raci ng and wagering board may pronul gate rules and regulations prior to
such date to inplenent this act.



