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STATE OF NEW YORK

8916
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 15, 2009

Introduced by M of A HEVESI, ROSENTHAL, JAFFEE, SPANO M LLNAN
CASTRO, GABRYSZAK, STIRPE, KOON, COOK, JOHN, KELLNER, COLTON --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, FIELDS, GALEF, G.I CK, MAGEE
MAYERSOHN, WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
Ener gy

AN ACT directing the New York State Energy Research and Devel opnent
Authority to undertake a statew de study of consuner behaviors wth
respect to energy efficiency and cl ean energy technol ogy programns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. 1. The New York State Energy Research and Devel opnent
Authority shall undertake a statew de study of consuner behaviors with
respect to energy efficiency and clean energy technology prograns. The
authority may contract wth an i ndependent and conpetitively sel ected
contractor to undertake such study. The authority shall prepare a report
on its findings. On or before July 1, 2010, the authority shall transmt
such report to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary
president of the senate, the chairman of the assenbly environnental
conservation committee, ranking mnority nmenber of the assenbly environ-
mental conservation commttee, the chairman of the senate environnental
conservation conmittee, ranking mnority nmenber of the senate environ-
mental conservation conmittee, the chairnan of the assenbly energy
commttee, the ranking mnority nenber of the assenbly energy comm ttee,
the chairman of the senate energy and tel ecommuni cations committee, the
ranking mnority menber of the senate energy and teleconmunications
committee, the chairman of the assenbly corporations, authorities and
commi ssions conmittee, the ranking mnority nenber of the assenbly
corporations, authorities and comm ssions conmttee, the chairnman of the
senate corporations, authorities and comm ssions conmmttee, the ranking
mnority nenber of the senate corporations, authorities and com ssions
coommittee, and the chairnman of the assenbly subcomittee on renewabl e
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energy. The report shall also be nade available to the public via the
authority website.

2. The study shall include, but not be Iimted to an exam nati on of
the foll ow ng:

a. The duration of any behavioral changes with respect to energy effi-
ci ency and cl ean energy practices and services including a conparative
exam nation of consuners who maintain energy efficiency practices after
participation in energy efficiency and other clean energy progranms and
consuners who do not maintain such practices. In conpleting this exam
ination, the authority may apply social science theories and other
applicable nethods and mechanisns to better understand, and thus have
energy efficiency and cl ean energy progranms replicate program strategies
that result in sustainabl e behaviors;

b. Behavi oral change as a tool to inprove the effectiveness of energy
ef ficiency prograns, including an exanination of consunmers that partic-
i pate in energy efficiency and other clean energy prograns, and consum
ers who do not. In conpleting this exanmi nation, the authority nay devel -
op program strategies and recomendations through the application of
insights fromthe behavioral sciences and/or behavi or change tools and
strategies which can elicit different consumer notivations that drive
ener gy-rel at ed deci si ons. From such exanminations, the authority may
make program reconmendations and i npl enment program strategies that wll
hel p to i nprove program partici pation and consuner deci sion-naking; and

c. The inpact of nmarket prices and market price fluctuations on
consuner choices and behavior and the effect as a response to market
based fluctuations to determ ne the inpact this has on energy conserva-
tion efforts.

3. The authority shall consult with the departnent of public service,
the power authority of the state of New York, the Long Island power
authority and appropriate gas and el ectric corporations. The depart nment
of public service, the power authority of the state of New York, the
Long Island power authority and gas and electric corporations shal
cooperate with the authority and its contractor in the conpletion of
this study.

4. The commi ssioner of the departnent of environnmental conservation
shal |l provide for the transfer of $1,000,000 of revenues collected under
di rect oversight by the departnment of environnental conservation, from
the auction of any em ssions allowances for air contam nants to the New
York State Energy Research and Devel opnent Aut hority for the purposes of
this act.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



