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STATE OF NEW YORK

8847
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 11, 2009

Introduced by M of A CRESPO -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing for a vol un-
tary chapl aincy programfor the public schools

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 1502-b
to read as foll ows:

S 1502-B. VOLUNTARY CHAPLAI NCY PROGRAM 1. EVERY SCHOOL DI STRICT AND
EVERY SUPERVI SORY DI STRICT SHALL ESTABLISH A VOLUNTARY CHAPLAI NCY
PROGRAM TO SERVE PUPI LS AND EMPLOYEES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI' S SECTI ON.

2. EACH DISTRICT SHALL COWILE A LIST OF EXPERI ENCED AND REPUTABLE
NON- SECTARI AN CHAPLAI NS WHO ARE WLLING TO SERVE THE DISTRICT IN A
CHAPLAI NCY CAPACI TY. CHAPLAI NS WHO HAVE PREVI QUSLY SERVED A MUNI Cl PAL,
STATE, OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT, OR WHO HAVE SERVED
THE EQUI VALENT THEREOF, W LL BE CONSI DERED REPUTABLE. CHAPLAI NS SHALL
RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES.

3. THE SERVI CES OF SUCH CHAPLAINS SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO PUPILS
El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND TO EMPLOYEES UPON THEI R REQUEST AND
W THOUT CHARGE.

4. (A) WTH RESPECT TO PUPI LS UNDER El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE, REFERRALS
O A PUPIL TO A CHAPLAIN SHALL NOT BE MADE W THOUT THE CONSENT OF THE
PUPI L' S PARENT OR GUARDI AN. REFERRALS SHALL BE MADE W THOUT ANY CHARGE.

(B) IN THE EVENT THAT PUPI LS UNDER EI GHTEEN RAlI SE QUESTI ONS OF A RELI -
G OUS NATURE, OR GENERATE OTHER CAUSE TO BELIEVE THAT A CONSULTATI ON
WTH A CHAPLAIN MAY BE HELPFUL TO THE PUPIL, THE PUPIL'S TEACHER OR
PRI NCl PAL SHALL d VE NOTI CE THEREOF TO THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF THE
PUPI L AND SHALL | NFORM SUCH PARENT OR GUARDI AN OF THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF A
CHAPLAI N FOR A CONSULTATI ON W TH THE PUPI L.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATIONS TO | MPLE-
MENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided that the comm ssioner of education
is authorized to pronulgate any and all rules and regulations and take

any ot her neasures necessary to inplenment this act on its effective date
on or before such date.



