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STATE OF NEW YORK

8754
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 5, 2009

Introduced by M of A MLLER ERRI GO FlIELDS, GALEF, MDONOUGH, RAI A,
WALKER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A  CALHOUN, CROUCH dGlQ
SPANO -- read once and referred to the Commttee on El ecti on Law

AN ACT to amend the electionlaw, in relation to truth in political
adverti sing

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 8 of the election |aw is amended by addi ng a new

title 6 to read as foll ows:
TI TLE VI
TRUTH | N PCLI TI CAL ADVERTI SI NG

SECTI ON 8-600. TRUTH I N POLI TI CAL ADVERTI SI NG

S 8-600. TRUTH IN POLITI CAL ADVERTISING 1. A COW SSION SHALL BE
ESTABLI SHED TO REVI EW POLI TI CAL ADVERTI SI NG FOR CANDI DATES TO ALL STATE
OFFICES, WHICH IS DI STRIBUTED THROUGH PRINTED, RADIO  TELEVISION OR
OTHER ELECTRONI C MEDI A. THE COW SSI ON SHALL BE CALLED THE COVM SSI ON ON
TRUTH | N POLITI CAL ADVERTI SI NG SUCH COWM SSI ON SHALL BE COWPOSED OF
El GHT MEMBERS; TWO MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TWO MEMBERS
TO BE APPO NTED BY THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, TWD MEMBERS TO BE
APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY
THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO
APPO NT PAI D PROFESSI ONAL STAFF, IN ACCORDANCE WTH RULES AND REGUJ
LATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, TO CARRY QUT THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE. THREE FULL TI ME EMPLOYEES SHALL BE APPO NTED,
ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR. TEMPORARY STAFF MAY BE
ADDED AS DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ON OR AS NEEDED FOR THE PERIOD OF
SI GNI FI CANT ELECTI ON CAMPAI GNI NG ACTI VI TY.

2. UPON THE WRITTEN REQUEST OF A CANDI DATE OR DESI GNEE HEREI NAFTER
CALLED "ORI G NATOR', THE COW SSION SHALL REVIEW WTH N TWO BUSI NESS
DAYS, THE REQUESTED ADVERTI SEMENT TO ENSURE THAT I T | S ACCURATE AS TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VWHAT THE AVERAGE VOTER WOULD BELIEVE | TS CONTENT TO MEAN IF THE
COW SSI ON, FOR WHATEVER REASON, CANNOT RESPOND W THI N THE REQUI RED TI ME
PERI OD, THE ORI A NATOR MAY RELEASE THE ADVERTI SEMENT W TH A NOTI CE THAT
THE COW SSION DI D NOT RESPOND W THIN SUCH REQUI RED TI ME. THE COW S-
SI ON' S RESPONSE SHALL REQUI RE THE ADVERTI SEMENT TO | NDI CATE ONE OF THE
FOLLOW NG RATINGS | N ANY DI SSEM NATI ON:

MATERI AL | S ABSOLUTELY TRUE.

MATERI AL | S MOSTLY TRUE.

MATERI AL | S MOSTLY UNTRUE.

MATERI AL | S ABSOLUTELY UNTRUE.

MATERI AL HAS NOT BEEN RATED.

THE ORI G NATOR NMAY APPEAL THE RATING SET BY THE COM SSION. TO
EFFECT SUCH APPEAL, THE ORI G NATOR MUST REPLY TO THE COWM SSION W THI N
FORTY-EI GHT HOURS OF THE RECEIPT OF THE RATI NG, AND MJST PROVI DE THE
COW SSION WTH A WRI TTEN REQUEST FOR A CHANGE IN THE RATING AND THE
REASON OR REASONS FOR SUCH CHANGE. THE COVM SSI ON SHALL HAVE ONE BUSI -
NESS DAY AFTER RECElI PT OF SUCH REPLY TO SEND AN ANSWER TO THE REQUEST TO
THE ORI G NATOR. | N EACH CASE, THE WRI TTEN REQUEST AND ANSVER NMAY BE SENT
BY TELEFACSIM LE, E-MAIL OR HAND DELI VERY. THE REPLY OF THE COWM SSI ON
SHALL BE FI NAL.

4. THE ORI G NATOR SHALL HAVE THE OPTION TO NOT SUBM T THE ADVERTI SE-
MENT FOR RATI NG, BUT THAT FACT MJST BE DI SCLOSED AT THE OPENI NG OF SUCH
ADVERTI SEMENT BY THE CANDI DATE OR DESI GNEE.

5. THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THEI R
APPO NTER W THOUT COWPENSATI ON, BUT SHALL BE RElI MBURSED FOR THElI R NECES-
SARY EXPENSES | N CARRYI NG QUT THE WORK OF THE COVM SSI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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