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STATE OF NEW YORK

8706
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 4, 2009

Introduced by M of A P. RRVERA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to requir-
ing warni ng |abels on food products which contain sodi um benzoate

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and nmarkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 214-0 to read as foll ows:

S 214-0 VWARNI NG LABELS ON FOOD PRODUCTS CONTAI NI NG SCDI UM BENZQOATE.
1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SION OF SECTION ONE HUNDRED
NI NETY-NINE-B OF THI S ARTICLE, |F ANY PERSON, FIRM CORPORATI ON, PART-
NERSHI P, LI M TED LI ABI LI TY COVPANY, ASSOCI ATION OR ANY OTHER BUSI NESS
ASSCCI ATI ON  SELLS OR DI SPLAYS FOR RETAI L SALE ANY FOOD PRODUCT CONTAI N-
| NG THE ARTI FI Cl AL FOOD COLORI NG AND PRESERVATI VE SODI UM BENZOATE, THE
PACKAG NG OF SUCH FOOD SHALL BEAR A WARNI NG LABEL AS PRESCRIBED IN THI S
SECTI ON WHI CH SHALL BE PRI NTED THEREON OR ATTACHED THERETO. SUCH WARNI NG
LABEL SHALL BE I N LETTERS NOT LESS THAN EIGHT PO NT TYPE AND SHALL
APPEAR IN A BLACK BOX ON THE PACKAGE, AND SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOW NG
STATEMENT: "WARNI NG THE ARTI FI Cl AL FOOD COLORI NGS AND/ OR PRESERVATI VES
USED TO PROCESS TH S FOOD PRODUCT COULD POSE A SERI QUS HEALTH HAZARD TO
CHI LDREN. PLEASE USE CAUTI ON. "

2. ANY PERSON, FIRM CORPORATIQON, PARTNERSHI P, LIMTED LIABILITY
COVPANY, OR ASSOCI ATION, ORI TS OFFI CERS OR AGENTS WHO OR WHI CH VI OLATE
ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION OR ANY RULES OR REGULATI ONS
PROVMULGATED UNDER THI'S SECTION SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR A CIVIL PENALTY OF
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS PER EACH FOOD PRODUCT WHI CH VI OLATES THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI' S SECTI ON.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY AND POAER TO PRESCRI BE BY
REGULATI ONS THE LABELI NG OF THE FOOD PRODUCTS IN SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S
SECTI ON WHI CH ARE NOT SOLD BY PACKAGE OR CONTAI NER.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Provided that the comm ssioner of agricul-
ture and markets is authorized and directed to pronul gate any rul es or
regul ati ons necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of this act before
such effective date.



