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January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A Del MONTE, QGO -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
the issuance of distinctive plates for nenbers of the Seneca Nation of
I ndi ans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |l egislature finds and decl ares
that the sovereign territory of the Seneca Nation of |Indians (The
Nation) lies conpletely wthin the state of New York and as such the
rel ati onship between the state and the Nation is governed by a conplex
set of rules based upon various state statutes, signed treaties and
agreenents that have resulted over tinme fromthe 1794 signing of the
Treaty of Canandaigua. It is this treaty that the United States acknow -
edged the Nation's independence and sovereignty.

A nost recent agreenent, known as the 1976 Southern Tier EXpressway
Agreement, was entered into between the Nation and the New York state
Depart nent of Transportation (NYSDOT). The 1976 Agreenent was predicated
on chapter 962 of the laws of 1973 in which |lands of the Al egany State
park were transferred fromthe Ofice of Parks, Recreation and Hi storic
Preservation to the Seneca Nation of Indians in |Iieu of |ands acquired
by the state as rights of way for the Southern Tier Expressway.

One of the terns agreed to by the Nation included New York state issu-
ing menbers of the Nation distinctive notor vehicle license plates. This
| egi sl ati on acknow edges the unique, historical and vital relationship
that the Seneca Nation of Indians has held with New York state and
specifically authorizes the Departnent of Mdtor Vehicles to develop and
inmplement a series of specially nunbered |icense plates to nenbers of
t he Seneca Nati on.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Section 404 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 1-b to read as foll ows:

1-B. (A) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL | SSUE SPECI AL NUMBER PLATES TO APPLI -
CANTS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE SENECA NATI ON OF | NDI ANS I N THE SAVE MANNER
AS OTHER NUMBER PLATES ARE | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE. SUCH SPECI AL
NUMBER PLATES SHALL BE | SSUED (1) FREE OF CHARGE AND ONLY UPON THE
PAYMENT OF THE REGULAR REQ STRATION FEE PRESCRI BED BY SECTI ON FOUR
HUNDRED ONE OF THI S ARTI CLE, AND (I1) UPON SUBM SSI ON OF PROOF, SATI S-
FACTORY TO THE COW SSI ONER, THAT THE APPLI CANT | S PRESENTLY A MEMBER OF
THE FEDERALLY RECOGNI ZED | NDI AN TRI BE, SENECA NATI ON OF | NDI ANS; ONE OF
THE HI STORI C SI X TRIBES OF THE | ROQUO S CONFEDERACY WHO OCCUPY LANDS I N
VESTERN NEW YORK AS SET ASI DE BY THE TREATY OF CANANDAI GUA OF 1794. SUCH
MEMBERSHI P SHALL BE VERI FI ED ANNUALLY BY THE APPLI CANT.

(B) ANY SENECA NATION INDIAN RESIDING IN TH S STATE SHALL, UPON
REQUEST, BE | SSUED A "SENECA NATI ON OF | NDI ANS" SPECI ALLY DESI GNATED AND
NUMBERED PLATE OF A DESI GN APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.  APPLI CATI ON FOR
SUCH PLATES SHALL BE MADE | N ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY
THE COWM SSI ONER W TH RESPECT TO THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH PLATES.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



