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STATE OF NEW YORK

8437
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 20, 2009

Introduced by M of A SWEENEY -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Energy

AN ACT to direct the New York state energy research and devel opnent
authority to study and report upon the best technology to enable blind
and visually inpaired utility customers to read their neters; and to
amend the public service law, in relation to directing the public
service commission to promulgate rules and regulations requiring the
i mpl enentati on of such technologies by utilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The New York state energy research and devel opnent authori -
ty is hereby authorized and directed to study and eval uate the best
exi sting technol ogi es and equi pnent which could be inplenented by utili-
ty corporations and nmunicipalities to enable and facilitate blind and
visually inpaired custonmers to determne the actual reading of such
custoners' water neters, electric neters and/ or gas neters.

S 2. Wthin 180 days of the effective date of this act, the New York
state energy research and developnent authority shall issue and make
public a report on the findings of its study and evaluation conducted
pursuant to section one of this act. Such report shall include the
recommendati ons of such authority on the feasible, best technol ogi es and
equi pnent available for wuse by wutilities, and blind and visually
inmpaired wutility custonmers to assist such custoners in determ ning the
actual readings of their utility meters. In addition, such report and
recommendations shall be submtted to the governor, public service
commi ssion and | egislature.

S 3. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 39-a to
read as foll ows:

S 39-A. METERING BLIND AND VI SUALLY | MPAI RED UTI LI TY CUSTOVERS. W TH
I N TWD HUNDRED TEN DAYS OF THE COWM SSI ON' S RECEI PT OF THE REPORT | SSUED
BY THE NEW YORK STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY PURSUANT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TO SECTI ON TWO OF THE CHAPTER OF THE LAWS OF TWDO THOUSAND NI NE WH CH
ADDED THI' S SECTI ON, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL PROMULGATE AND | MPLEMENT RULES
AND REGULATI ONS VWHI CH | MPLEMENT THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF SUCH REPORT. SUCH
RULES AND REGULATIONS NMAY BE AMENDED FROM TIME TO TI ME TO REFLECT
ADVANCEMENTS | N TECHNOLOGY AND EQUI PMENT.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



