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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
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January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A BING REILLY, MLLMAN, SCHROEDER, BROOK- KRASNY,
VWRI GHT, JAFFEE, KOON, DI NOW TZ, ZEBROWEKI, GABRYSZAK, COOK, MAI SEL,
SPANO, CAMARA, KAVANAGH -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN,
GOTTFRI ED, HEASTIE, JEFFRIES, MENENY, PEOPLES-STOKES, N. Rl VERA,
RUSSELL, SWEENEY, WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Election Law -- committee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as amended and recommitted to said commttee -- recomitted
to the Committee on Election Law in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3,
sec. 2 -- conmttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to voter registration and
enrol | ment

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 5-211 of the election law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 18 to read as foll ows:

18. ALL COLLEGES, UNI VERSI TI ES AND PUBLI C H GH SCHOOLS LOCATED IN THI' S
STATE SHALL MAKE VOTER REG STRATION FORVS AVAI LABLE TO ANY ELI G BLE
STUDENTS I N THE SAME MANNER AND SUBJECT TO THE SAME PROVI SI ONS AND RULES
AND REGULATI ONS AS ALL OTHER DESI GNATED AGENCI ES; EXCEPT THAT A COLLEGE,
UNI VERSI TY OR PUBLI C HI GH SCHOOL SHALL NOT BE REQU RED TO COLLECT OR
MAI NTAIN FORMS CONTAINING AN | NDI VIDUAL'S DECLI NATI ON TO REA STER TO
VOTE AS REQUI RED BY SUBDIVISION TEN OF THIS SECTION, OR TO CONDUCT A
STUDY AND REPORT THEREON AS REQUI RED BY SUBDI VI SI ON SEVENTEEN OF THI S
SECTI ON.

EACH COLLEGE, UNI VERSITY AND PUBLIC HHGH SCHOOL SHALL PROVIDE EACH
ELI G BLE STUDENT W TH A REGQ STRATI ON FORM W THI N THE FI RST THREE WEEKS
OF SUCH STUDENT'S ENTRY TO SCHOOL OR ARRIVAL ON CAMPUS PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VISIONS TWDO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE, SEVEN, N NE, ELEVEN, TWELVE AND
FIFTEEN OF THI S SECTION. EVERY COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY AND PUBLIC H GH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SCHOOL SHALL DESI GNATE AT LEAST ONE CONVEN ENTLY LOCATED OFFI CE WHERE
STUDENTS MAY RECEI VE VOTER REG STRATI ON FORMS AND PERSONAL ASSI STANCE I N
THE COWMPLETI ON OF SUCH FORMS. EACH SUCH OFFI CE SHALL PUBLI Cl ZE | TS VOTER
REG STRATI ON SERVI CES PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI' S SECTI ON, AND
SHALL OFFER TO COLLECT AND TRANSM T COVPLETED VOTER REQ STRATI ON FORMS
FROM STUDENTS TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ONS
TWO, THREE, FIVE, NI NE, ELEVEN, TWELVE AND FI FTEEN OF THI S SECTI ON.

ANY COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR SCHOOL DI STRICT MAY ELECT TO SOLICIT ONE OR
MORE RECOGNI ZED NON PARTI SAN CAMPUS BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS OR STUDENT
GROUPS TO ASSI ST IN I TS EFFORTS TO OFFER PERSONAL ASSI STANCE, COLLECTI ON
AND TRANSM TTAL OF VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS.

I N ADDI TI ON TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ONS TWO, FI VE AND ElI GHT OF
THI'S SECTI ON, ALL COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI TI ES OFFERI NG VOTER REQ STRATI ON
SERVI CES SHALL | NFORM STUDENTS OF THEI R RI GHT TO COVPLETE A VOTER REQ S-
TRATION FORM FROM THEIR COLLEGE OR PREVI QUS ADDRESS; | NFORM STUDENTS
THAT THEI R DECI SI ON TO REG STER OR DECLINE TO REQ STER TO VOTE SHALL
HAVE NO BEARI NG ON THEI R COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY RECORD; AND NOTW THSTAND-
ING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION NINE OF TH'S SECTION, SHALL NOT
| NQUI RE OR KEEP RECORDS PERTAI NI NG TO ANY STUDENT'S ELIGBILITY TO VOTE.

I N ADDI TI ON TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI'S SECTI ON,
ALL COLLEGES, UNI VERSI TIES AND SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SHALL PLACE A PROM NENT
LI NK ON THEI R | NTERNET HOVEPAGE TO THE APPROPRI ATE PAGE OF THE | NTERNET
WEBSI TE OF THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS FOR | NDI VI DUALS TO LEARN ABOUT
THE QUALI FI CATI ONS TO VOTE, AND TO DOMNLOAD A VOTER REGQ STRATION FORM
EXCEPT THAT FOR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK AND
FOR THE CI TY SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK SUCH LI NK SHALL BE
TO THE APPROPRI ATE PAGE OF THE | NTERNET WEBSI TE OF THE NEW YORK CI TY
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND, IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, THE NEW
YORK CITY BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL OFFER COLLEGES, UN VERSI TI ES AND
SCHOOL DI STRI CTS THE OPPORTUNI TY TO USE CODED VOTER REG STRATI ON  APPLI -
CATI ONS THAT | DENTI FY EACH SUCH APPLI CATI ON AS ORI G NATI NG FROM EI THER A
COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR PUBLIC H GH SCHOOL. | F A COLLEGE, UNI VERSITY OR
SCHOOL DI STRI CT ELECTS TO USE CODED VOTER REGQ STRATI ON APPLI CATIONS, I T
SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM ALL REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON. THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE AND PROVI DE FOR THE DELI V-
ERY OF SUCH CODED APPLI CATIONS TO ANY COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR SCHOOL
DI STRICT WTH N THE STATE WHI CH SUBM TS A REQUEST THEREFOR.

EVERY BOARD OF ELECTIONS SCANNING VOTER REQ STRATI ON FORMS SHALL
CAPTURE ANY DESI GNATED AGENCY CODES THEREON AND REPORT THEM ON A MONTHLY
BASI S TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

S 2. The openi ng paragraph of section 5-211 of the election Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section, AND COLLEGE, UN VERSITY AND SCHOOL DI STRI CT, shall
i mpl enent and adm ni ster a program of distribution of voter registration
forms pursuant to the provisions of this section. The following offices
which provide public assistance and/or provide state funded prograns
primarily engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities are
her eby designated as voter registrati on agencies: designated as the
state agencies which provide public assistance are the departnent of
soci al services and the departnent of health. Al so designated as public
assi stance agencies are all agencies of |ocal governnent that provide
such assistance. Designated as state agencies that provide prograns
primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabilities are
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the departnent of [Iabor, office for the aging, division of veterans'
affairs, office of mental health, office of vocational and educationa
services for individuals wth disabilities, comm ssion on quality of
care for the nentally disabled, office of nental retardati on and devel -
opnmental disabilities, conmssion for the blind and visually hand-
i capped, office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, the office
of the advocate for the disabled and all offices which admnister
progranms established or funded by such agencies. Additional state agen-
cies designated as voter registration offices are the departnent of
state and the division of workers' conpensation. Such agencies shall be
required to offer voter registration forns to persons wupon initia
application for services, renewal or recertification for services and
change of address relating to such services. Such agencies shall also be
responsi bl e for providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter
registration forns, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application
form from all applicants who wi sh to have such formtransnitted to the
appropriate board of elections. The state board of elections shall
together wth representatives of the departnent of defense, devel op and
i mpl enment procedures for including recruitnment offices of the arned
forces of the United States as voter registration offices when such
of fices are so designated by federal |aw. The state board shall also
make request of the United States Inmm gration and Naturalization Service
to include applications for registration by mail with any naterials
which are given to new citizens. [All institutions of the state univer-
sity of New York and the city university of New York, shall, at the
beginning of the school year, and again in January of a year in which
the president of the United States is to be el ected, provide an applica-
tion for registration to each student in each such institution.] The
state board of elections may, by regulation, grant a waiver from any or
all of the requirenents of this section to any office or program of an
agency, COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR SCHOCL DISTRICT, if it determnes that it
is not feasible for such office or programto adm nister such require-
ment .

S 3. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 8 of section 5-211 of the
el ection |aw, as anended by chapter 659 of the |laws of 1994, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

Each participating agency, departnent, division or office that makes
avai l able voter registration fornms pursuant to this section shall offer
with each application for the services or assistance of such agency,
departnent, division or office and with each recertification, renewal or
change of address formrelating to such service or assistance, a regis-
tration formtogether wth instructions relating to eligibility to
regi ster and for conpleting the form except that COLLEGES, UN VERSI TI ES
AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL DISTRIBUTE VOTER REG STRATION FORMS IN
ACCORDANCE W TH SUBDI VI SI ON EI GHTEEN OF THI'S SECTI ON, AND fornms used by
the departnent of [social services] FAMLY SERVICES for the initia
application for services, renewal or recertification for services and
change of address relating to such services shall physically incorporate
a voter registration application in a fashion that permts the voter
regi stration portion of the agency formto be detached therefrom Such
voter registration application shall be designed so as to ensure the
confidentiality of the source of the application. Included on each
participating agency's application for services or assistance or on a
separate formshall be:
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S 4. Paragraph (g) of subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the election
law, as anended by chapter 179 of the |aws of 2005, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(g) Notice that the applicant nust be a citizen of the United States,
is [or will be at |east eighteen years old not |ater than Decenber thir-
ty-first of the calendar year in which he or she registers] AT LEAST
SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD WHEN HE OR SHE SUBM TS AN APPLI CATI ON TO REG STER TO
VOTE and a resident of the county or city to which application is nmade.

S 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2010; provided, however, that
the provisions of this act shall only apply to school districts on and
after July 1, 2011



