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I ntroduced by M of A WEI SENBERG BOYLAND, CUSICK, ENGLEBRI GHT, ESPAI L-
LAT, JAFFEE, JOHN, KAVANAGH, KOON, MAYERSOHN, PAULIN, PHEFFER,
J. RIVERA, SCHROEDER, TITUS -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ALFANQ,
AVEDORE, BACALLES, BALL, BARCLAY, BARRA, BOYLE, BRENNAN, CLARK,
COLTON, CORW N, DUPREY, FITZPATRICK, A GO GOTTFRI ED, HAWEY, HOOP-
ER, JORDAN, KELLNER, KOLB, LUPARDO, MDONOUGH, MENENY, J. M LLER
M LLMAN, MOLI NARO, QAKS, PEOPLES-STOKES, RABBITT, RAIA  REILICH
ROBI NSON, SCQZZAFAVA, TEDI SCO, THI ELE, TOBACCO TOMNSEND -- read once
and referred to the Conmittee on Health -- reported from commttee,
advanced to a third readi ng, anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining
its place on the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to authorizing the
heal th departnent to devel op regul ations pertaining to hard of hearing
hospital patients and others

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
2805-u to read as foll ows:

S 2805-U. HOSPI TAL; PERSONS W TH A HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT. 1. THE FOLLOW
| NG DEFI NI TI ONS SHALL APPLY TO THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT" MEANS A CONDI TI ON THAT HAS RENDERED A PERSON
HARD OF HEARI NG, DEAF, OR DEAF- BLI ND.

(B) "PATI ENT" MEANS A PERSON RECEI VI NG HEALTH CARE AT A HOSPI TAL.

(C) "RESPONSI BLE PERSON' MEANS A PARENT, GUARDI AN, OR PERSON OTHERW SE
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE HEALTH CARE DECI SI ONS OF A PATI ENT.

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT REGULATI ONS CONCERNI NG PATI ENTS AND
RESPONSI BLE PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT, WHI CH SHALL REQUI RE
AT LEAST THE FOLLOW NG

(A) EXCEPT WHERE NOT MEDI CALLY FEASI BLE, ALL HOSPI TALS SHALL ASCERTAI N
AT THE TIME OF ADM SSI ON WHETHER A PATI ENT OR RESPONSI BLE PERSON HAS A
HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT. | F SO THE HOSPI TAL SHALL ASCERTAI N WVHETHER OR NOT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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HE OR SHE NEEDS AN | NTERPRETER OR AN ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG DEVI CE AND HI S
OR HER PREFERRED METHOD OF COMMUNI CATI ON.

(B) VWHEN NECESSARY, HOSPI TALS MUST FURNI SH A QUALI FI ED | NTERPRETER TO
ENSURE EFFECTI VE COVMUNI CATI ON BETWEEN A PATI ENT OR RESPONSI BLE PERSON
W TH A HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT AND THE PATI ENT' S PHYSI Cl AN AND OTHER HOSPI TAL
PERSONNEL.

(© A PATIENT OR RESPONSIBLE PERSON WTH A HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT MAY
DESI GNATE A PERSON TO SERVE AS AN | NTERPRETER FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI' S
SECTI ON.

(D) HOSPI TALS MUST MAKE AVAI LABLE AUXI LI ARY HEARI NG Al DS AND ASSI STI VE
LI STENING DEVICES, WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO HEARI NG
Al D- COWPATI BLE TELEPHONES, TELEPHONE HANDSET AMPLI FI ERS, AND TELECOWMJ-
NI CATI ON DEVI CES FOR THE DEAF WHERE NECESSARY TO ENSURE EFFECTI VE COMMUJ-
NI CATI ON.

(E) THE RESTRAINT OF THE HANDS OF A PATI ENT WHO HAS A HEARI NG | MPAI R-
MENT SHALL BE M NI M ZED.

(F) PROCEDURES SHALL BE DEVELOPED TO RECEI VE AND ADDRESS GRI EVANCES
CONCERNI NG REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have beconmre a |aw Any regul ations
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date shall
be promul gated on or before such date.



