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STATE OF NEW YORK

7656
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 17, 2009

Introduced by M of A P. RIVERA LIFTON, JAFFEE, WElI SENBERG -- read
once and referred to the Commttee on Mental Health, Mental Ret ar da-
tion and Devel opnmental Disabilities

AN ACT to anmend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing the
task force on quality workers care

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
33.26 to read as foll ows:

S 33.26 TASK FORCE ON QUALI TY WORKERS CARE.

(A) THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT THE TASK FORCE
ON QUALITY WORKERS CARE TO STUDY AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG
THOSE WHO ARE RECEI VI NG SERVI CES | N PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES THAT ARE
LI CENSED, CERTIFIED OR OPERATED BY AN OFFI CE OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE
TASK FORCE ON QUALI TY WORKERS CARE SHALL STUDY THE FOLLOW NG

(1) QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR EMPLOYNMENT;

(2) EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NIl NG REQUI REMENTS FOR EMPLOYMENT;

(3) REQUI RED STAFFI NG NEEDS AT ALL STATE AND PROVI DER CARE FACI LI TI ES;

(4) COVPENSATI ON BENEFI T PACKAGES AND RETENTI ON FOR EMPLOYEES OF SUCH
FACI LI Tl ES;

(5) CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG PROGRANMES;

(6) WH STLEBLOWER PROTECTI ON FOR EMPLOYEES; AND

(7) ANY OTHER SUBJECTS THAT THE TASK FORCE DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.

(B) THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE COWPRI SED OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF MENTAL
HEALTH, THE COWM SSI ONER OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON AND DEVELOPMENTAL DI SA-
BILITIES, THE COW SSI ONER OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES,
THE COWM SSI ONER OF LABOR, THE COW SSIONER OF CHI LDREN AND FAMLY
SERVI CES, THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH, THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON, THE
PRESI DENT OF THE STATE CIVIL SERVI CE COW SSI ON, A REPRESENTATI VE FROM
THE COVM SSI ON ON QUALI TY OF CARE AND ADVOCACY FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI L-
| TIES, TWO REPRESENTATI VES FROM PROVI DER AGENCI ES, TWO MENTAL HYd ENE
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PATI ENT ADVOCATES, TWO  PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDI ANS OF PATI ENTS WHO ARE
RECEI VI NG RESI DENTI AL MENTAL HYG ENE SERVI CES, AND Fl VE REPRESENTATI VES
TO BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, W TH THREE OF SUCH APPO NTMENTS BEI NG
UPON THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON THAT REPRESENTS WORK-
ERS I N STATE AND PROVI DER CARE FACI LI TI ES.

(© THE COW SSI ONER OF MENTAL HEALTH OR HI' S OR HER DESI GNEE SHALL BE
THE CHAI R OF THE TASK FORCE.

(D) THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET AS OFTEN AS DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE
CHAI R BUT I N NO EVENT LESS THAN FOUR Tl MES PER YEAR

(E) THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL RECEI VE NO SALARY OR OTHER
COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RElI MBURSEMENT
FOR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R
DUTI ES.

(F) BY DECEMBER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND TEN, THE TASK FORCE ON QUALITY
WORKERS CARE SHALL CREATE A REPORT ON | TS FI NDI NGS. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE
SENT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



