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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 26, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A GLICK, CASTRO, CCOLTON, DI NON TZ, EDDI NGTON, KELL-
NER, PAULIN, ROSENTHAL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BALL,
BOYLAND, GOTTFRI ED, McDONOUGH, McENENY -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to making
tail docking of dogs unl awf ul

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets |aw is amended by addi ng a new
section 365-a to read as foll ows:

S 365-A. DOCKI NG DOG TAILS; UNLAWFUL. 1. ANY PERSON WHO CUTS THE BONE,
TI SSUES, MJSCLES OR TENDONS OF THE TAIL OF ANY DOG OR OTHERW SE OPER-
ATES UPON I T I N ANY MANNER FOR THE PURPOSE OR W TH THE EFFECT OF DOCKI NG
OR OTHERW SE ALTERI NG THE NATURAL CARRI AGE OR LENGTH OF THE TAIL, OR
ASSI STS, PROCURES, PROMOTES OR ENCOURAGES SUCH CUTTI NG OR OPERATI ON FOR
REASONS OTHER THAN TO PROTECT THE LI FE OR HEALTH OF THE DOG AS DEEMED
NECESSARY BY A DULY LI CENSED VETERI NARI AN, IS GUILTY OF A M SDEMEANOR
PUNI SHABLE BY A FI NE OF NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

2. ANY PERSON WHO SHOMS OR EXHI BI TS A DOG THE TAIL OF WH CH HAS BEEN
CUT, ALTERED OR OPERATED UPON I N THE MANNER REFERRED TO I N SUBDI VI SI ON
ONE OF THI'S SECTION, AT A SHOW OR OTHER EXH BI TION I N THI S STATE OR WHO
ENCOURAGES, PROCURES OR SPONSORS SUCH AN EXHIBITION, IS GULTY OF A
M SDEMEANCR PUNI SHABLE BY A FI NE OF NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

3. ANY DOG OMNER WHO IS | NJURED OR DAMAGED | N ANY WAY BY A VI OLATI ON
OF THE FOREGO NG PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTIQON, OR ANY NEW YORK ANl MAL
Rl GHTS ORGANI ZATI ON, MAY | NSTI TUTE AND MAI NTAIN I N THE SUPREME COURT OF
THIS STATE A PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION, | NCLUDI NG A PROCEEDI NG FOR A
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT, TO OBTAI N REDRESS FOR SUCH | NJURY OR VI OLATI ON.

4. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY DOG OR PERSON
VHO IS THE OMNER OR POSSESSOR OF ANY DOG WHOSE TAIL HAS BEEN CERTI FI ED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AS HAVING BEEN DOCKED, CUT OR ALTERED PRI OR TO AUGUST FI RST, TWO THOU-
SAND NI NE

S 2. This act shall take effect August 1, 2009; provided, however, if
this act shall becone a |aw after such date it shall take effect imme-
di ately and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and
after August 1, 2009.



